


The End Game

JM Dragon & Erin O'Reilly

Fifth story in the When Hell Meets Heaven Series



When Hell Meets Heaven Series

When Hell Meets Heaven
Fatal Hesitation
Echoes of the Past
Paradox of Love
The End Game



© JM Dragon & Erin O&Reilly2009

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are the product of the author's
imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, business
establishments, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

This book, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced in any form without permission



Chapter 1

Looking out of a grimy pane of glass to the warehouse across the street, a small satisfied
smiled wreathed Parker6 s f eat ur e. Her eyes slowly moved to
the flashofa s mal | blip moving toward the center. ¢
she whispered.

Parker Davis met Olivia Santos when they both were police officers for the Portsmouth PD.
It wasndét | ong after that idatumdltdows affairmided intimatg t h a
moments just as their arguments were passionate and intense. For Olivia, Parker was in her blood
like an opiate that never satisfied her sexually, however unconsciously she wanted a more fulfilling
relationshipandPar k er wa s n &hen d ctoakdd DigirietrAtomay arranged for the
killing of Oliviabés brother, an undercover <co

When the light reached the middle, she turned to the window again.

A black Jeep sat in front of a bay door of the warehouse as it folded upward. Soon the
vehicle disappeared inside the building and the door rolled closed again.

The woman moved from the window to stand in front of one of the many large plasma
screens and watched as the Jeep came to a stop and the driver exited. A hand went to the back of the
driverb6s head and released hair fmuchsesaloaddt i vi t
toits mane, the observer held onto a tawhyt e t o
did that to me O. o0

When Olivia took a seat in front of her computer, Parker hit a few keys and the screen

showed Olivia at her computer. As she watched what Olivia saw she said, i Ye ah vy e ah, I K i
you did todayeégive me something interesting.o
When a rattling of the door signaled Bomeo

started on the office?«
vez said. ATheyhdhwalddn @t
hid heygust sigmadked thatethe cbastas cleare s s a g e

she knew whowasthere. A Have t hey
ANot yet, o Dan Est e
belongnow0 He opened his p

and theydovoe going in
Als the plumber at the switching station?o
AYes Once he gets the signal, t hfve power w
minutesma X . O
ADid you reiterate that every room must be
Dan6és face scowled. Al stil!] dondét agree w
The woman spun around and fixed the man wi
that you followed my orders. o
ALookl was about to retire when you call ed
| see no reason to stay.o
Parker ignored the mano6s c¢omme nQnceag8nhske knew
watched the warehouse and the monitor where a new blip appeared. When the white Element pulled
up to the bay door, she gritted her teeth. fAH

vehicle disappeared into the building.
Dan joined the woman who was now standing in front of a monitor. He watched as the

woman in question got out of the car and join
| over s?0 he asked.
ANo. O

AHow do you know that?0



The woman turned and | ooked at t he man. 1O

val or . eBdefde@minnhev sndét in her nature. o
Dan watched as the women on the monitor embraced tightly before they kissed in a way that
wasnodét chaste. AFrom the |l ooks of things | 6d
The woman chuckled. AOlivi aekvasl foutthewh®mre nl
nun isnbét satisfying her. o

Har d t.dhe Baetds i keow &ways takes what she wants. 0
Not this time. oo
Do you think she knows about the cameras?
fiSantos has gone soft since she left the company and taken up with that woman. She still
thinks she has the most up to date security.o
to have. We can breech her security at anytim
For two years, Parker worked through a multitude of scenarios to come up with the best way
to bring the woman back into the fold. After Olivia killed the DA, a covert government agency
known as the Department Of Covert Operations recruited her. No one ever walked away from
DOCO and that included Olivia Santos.
For Parker, the mission was personal. She6 d | ost track of Ol ivia af
years looking for her. Once she found that Olivia was working for DOCO, Parker joined the
organization. Olivia blamed her arrest on her lover and refused to have anything to do with Parker
after that so Parker shadowed Olivia until an opportunity arose that allowed Parker to reunite with
the woman she loved. As it turned out, it was necessary for Parker to fake her death. Once her plan
worked, she would reveal herself to Olivia so they could be together forever.
AAl'l we need to do is plant the smallest d
holes and then walk away. Once that happens, Olivia will be ours.
Dan6és phone rang and when he completed the
A peel of devilish laughter echoed around the room. The woman in front of the plasma
screen trailed her fingers over the outline of Olivia Santos.iNow t he game begi ns. 0
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Chapter 2

Black boots covered half way with a film of light brown dust stepped up to the door of a
building that was typical for the area. A leather gloved hand reached out and opened the door. The
personds steps increased as they wal kéadrailacr os
of boot prints followed in its wake.

With a confident gait, the person moved to the reception counter. With a sharp tap on the
pristine surface fingers ran across its length and saw a small head bob up from behind.

A diminutive woman glared at the tall black leather encased woman. A Ch r i ®,tyou Ol i v
nearly gave me a heart attack! Doyoualwayshave t o do t hat ?0

With a curl of her lips,Oliviagave a mock sardonic | augh. Al
toesé although,inyourcase,i t 6s t he tiptoes. How have you be
gloves and placed them inside the black leather jacket that she wore like a second skin.

Teal chuckled at the reference. Usually accompanied with a hint of teasing, as she suffered
the pet name Olivia had for herithOliviashewkoewit cas e
was a familiar term as close to an endearment she would get.

Al 6 m grwadedmetoklhydu t hat s bwodkgouwantad.iGevehhera t h
calwhenever youbre free. o

Nodding Olivia considered the message thenreplied, A Thanks. 0 Bl ue eyes
closed door leading to the When Hell Meets Heaven inner sanctum.

Without waiting for any words, Teal smiled brightly and said, iSh e 6 s i n, i but wor
booked solid forthenextmonth.Suddenl y t her e 6cfpahnei®irh ogpre & gidéde mio
catching. o

Al see, 0 Oliviads hand reached over the co
from unde r. WhErethe $mallsvonmarofi®vened, she winked. Flickering over the pages of
the ledger, Oliviakeptabland expr essi on on her f ace. ABook me
evening. T e | lacohseltationifored snew cl i ent . O

A Oh Ollciawnidoa 'Sthe 61 hoa fTreead kwhemshesaw theepehetrating gaze
she received. AnOknadbutt waHiHe®&s @oimogttho alweay you
in and say hell o. 0
Olivia gave a wry twist of her lips. filt builds up the suspense Teal. You should try it. Phil
wi | | |l ove you all the more for it.o
AShe wil |l not a n.Amdidfeels the sameanay aboue yourOhiwiayw a yT e a |
stated quietly. Olivia could be so weirdi even more so now that she and Amelia were an item.
Though over the past year her two bosses hadn
except from a newly in love couple. They were both so busy. Amelia clammed up when she
broached the subject. As for Olivia,Sat an hi msel f woul dndét ask her
With a wave of her hand and retrieving her gloves from her pocket, Olivia headed back out
the door without another word.
Five minutes later, Amelia wandered out of her office and ushered her client to the door.

AGoodbye, | 61 1.0 see you next week

Once the door shut, Ameliat ur ned t o Teal and sighed. Al m
swear | smell engine oi | and Ol i $hieabd&ss bpeeernf vamveblow lobgalool halteo n g . C
before my next patient?0

The words were hardly out of Ameliads mout

to see you again.o



Teal was thankf ul s h &liviaavwkesnnietbigtineadaint o | i e



Chapter 3

Arriving at the warehouse home she shared
gravitate to what her partner laughingly described as the first love of her lifei the central control
panel. It housed the inner workings of her toysand security equipment. With a flick of her head
toward the main monitor, she reached out and switched it on.
She watched as a stream of numbers and ciphers filled the black void as she waited for the
prompt for a password. Duly delivered, the screen then filled up with a log of how the equipment
had functioned. She noted a minor glitch that
investigation. Otherwise, everything was secure.
Shedd check oUhetbékaghatefpéahAelrawaadndvay s i .
always would be her first priority in the security stakes. She needed a shower more than she needed
to find what would probably turn up as a meaningless system error.
She made her way to her bedroom that still maintained the stark decorative features it always
had. There was nothing personal therel it was a place to rest a weary head. Her room was unlike
A me | ,iwkich Isad become almost a shrine to the many trinkets she avidly began to collect over a
year earlier. Not that she minded. Mo st of t hem s henmcailddhecomplint f or he
Divesting herself rapidly of her clothes, she opened the shower door, got in, and turned the
knobs. A cascade of cold water immediately engulfed her body. A feral smile of delight crossed her
face when she felt the adrenalin rush the cold made her feel. She basked in the pleasure of ridding
her body of the grime of her month long surveillance. That particular journey had reached its end.
Gradually she let the water turn hot then began lavishing her body with D&C, her favorite
body wash that Amelia bought for her just before she left. She relaxed and allowed her sense to
indulge in the perfume of the soap when she suddenly felt a chill go down her backf instinctively she
felt that someone was watching her. Her eyes scanned every inch of the shower stall and the ceiling.
She saw nothing and | aughed. Al 6ve been gone
witness her ridiculous imaginings.
Soaping her breasts she lingered on the pointed nipples, knowing that self-pleasuring would
sustain her for a while. It would help keep her frustration in check when Amelia was finally in her
arms. She wanted to make love to Amelia but somethingi her pasti always held her back.
AMaybes nowgood ti me to putl ft hnee epdafiabtaeshfinksnhael ol dy
and work all her kinks out. Then, she could make love with the one person in the world who literally
held her heart. As she thought of Amelia, her hand slipped down her belly before the pleasuring
began in earnest.

Amelia West pulled off her reading specs and flexed her aching back muscles. Whoever
said that sitting all day listening to people wasa cushyjobdi dndét know what they
abouti it made a mess of her posture. Olivia was going to be mad. She had neglected the exercise
regime her partner had set up for her before she left and now she was paying for it. At the thought of
Olivia, a warm feeling settled in her belly while her lips tugged into a half-smile. It was the same
smile she always had whenhert hought s dri fted 1t 6 wtdhendiinmoyouan s he
Olivia.You 6re never out of my mi nd.Eveopriyaethoughth an t he
thesedaysisabout you these days. 0

Placing her specs on her desk, she stood up and groaned softly. Yep,annoyed woul dn¢
the expression from Ol i v i Bsbhse Oldi ppsr owhen Ehé fipallycawivedsheme, whenever



that would be. Each trip was getting longer and longer. If she had acomplex,s he 6d t hi nk he
was trying to avoid her. Since their mutual confession of love over a year earlier, the only base she

ever reached with Olivia had been first. Beyond kissing and cuddling, she never managed to

persuade Olivia to go any further and the frustration level was becoming harder and harder to

control. Since she had no experience in making love she could only surmise that Olivia must be

silently going up the walli she did have a track record of bedding other woman. That blonde bimbo

who came to the office one day was an example. Maybe its me.She needed to have to have that

serious talk with Olivia when she came homei it was time.

Walking through her office door and going down the corridor, she went through the inner
door to the reception areai silence. Glancing in the direction of the counter there was no activity.
Shedd t odawdforthereawas nd reason for them both being late. Although, she was slightly
miffed at Teal for adding another appointment on her already full schedule. It was seven-thirty and
she was tired. She was looking forward to a hot shower, takeout from the local Chinese restaurant,
and a glass of chardonnay in front of the TV.

Moving around to the counter, s he sat down on Teal 6s chair a
appointment book for the next day. She groanedi it was another full day. Her clientele had increased
dramatically and she wondered why. She h a d takénton an advertising campaign yet people kept
looking her up. Not that she was unhappy about it for the extra income was helping her to make
inroads into the loan her folksgave herwh en she opened her practice



Chapter 4

The peel of the electronic bell that announced the last of her clients had Amelia taking in a
deep breath as she lifted her head. Startled, her eyes caught the woman she loved before they flashed
rapidly as she silently drank in every feature of the dark, beautiful woman. Olivia had captured her

life and heart catapulting her into a maelstrom of one of | i f e & peniences.h er e
Olivia felt her heart rate increase radically as she felt the warm scrutiny of her partner. She
asked, ANothing to say?0o0

Bl inking and realizing s h,ashershedoutdfitheahasr! eas ed
and went around the counter before throwing herself into the much larger frame of her partner.
AOl i via you s h dh,lhdiswvwoaderfal. Wera yod reading myemind? | was just
thinkingaboutyou, 6 she aamd &danbked possessively aroun

Chucklingwar ml 'y, Ol i via placed her much | onger
lifted her off the floor. Holding her easily a few inches off the floor sher a s p e d , Al .Oomi ss e
Her | ips captured Amel i atbesamdtime, gentlkexpkrsd urttilthayt d e me

were both out of breath.

Locking her ¢ bezeepression told the@aller womaa al she needed to know.
AYou do pick your moments Olivia. | have a client, whoislate.6 Her eyes dragged t
Olivia to glance at the time on the wall clocki seven-forty.

A | ean finger tiiotlate [t righboe time ta thks hertvest gird out to
di nner. Teal tells me, d halhe yvaidd ecapiemg ovdmdkla in
Her eyes caughtthedar k ci rcl es undisr ththeant garuter?edr Asned y eas
and Olivia understood her wish to bring her back down to earthi althoughshed i d ndét r emove
arms from around the warm and inviting body. Her instinct with the petite woman in her arms was
to ravish her.

AThereds beenandin havé utxo oddmwiotrlkut 6606beeaonpc

Can | take a rain check on dinner and éo0 At t
face, Amelia tenderly stroked a finger down her olive skinned cheek and felt the muscles under her
touch flicker slightly. Al dédd rather Whadoe t ake
you say?o0

Al guess | can accommodate that. Yow must
home. A snuggle sounds | i ke a wonderful alter
kissed Amelia again. Shewasnét sure i f the thunder shie hear
probably both.

Amelianodded. i 1 6 | | g eahd bemyi gthhti nbgasc k . 0

Olivia didno6t .blleere woeld be thedemmation te go to her dfifieerand
check on what things required her attention. It will wait until tomorrow.As she looked around the
reception area, the hair on the back of her neck rose for the second time that day. She had the same

feelingi someone was watchingher May be | 6ve been working too har
relax.
Amelia, sporting a wide grin, came back to the reception area. They left the office together
and when they got to the street, Amelia pointed to her vehicle.i 1 guess 1611 see yo
Ol'ivia glanced at the car and then at. her
| 61 | bring you. dack in the morning

Amelia chuckled. iThought y o u 6 d walkedwareund tha Jeek, steppedSnto ¢he
vehicle, and moments later they were homeward bound.



Both women were ravenous after their long work day. They demolished the Chinese takeout
without much in the way of conversation.

Al need to Amelksida shower, 0o

Smiling, Olivia said, Aloll make some coff

Amelia excused herself and once in the bathroom took one of the quickest showers in
history. Now that Olivia was home, she wanted to spend as much time as she could with the woman.

Dressing in casual slacks and t, she walked back into the main center of the warehouse and headed
toward the lounge.

When she heard a muttered oath, she shook her head.  dfihidg changes.0 Padding softly
toward the console she smiledwryly as she saw her partnerodés head
onto the computer screen. As she reached within three foot of Olivia, she chuckled.

Al know ybudae s$smell you dubhundged©psavdsbda)
crinkled the skin around them in tiny laugh lines as they pierced A me | bra@avi aes.

AHMmMow thatodos an interesting thing to say
not in the line of sight of the computer information. They ironed out a personal space issue when
they first began living together.

Olivia grinned, waved her forward, wrapped
hugged her close. Withh er head pil |l owi ng di,Olwiestid fyl bled wev An
you. o0

Amelia sucked in a deep breath at the admission. In her opinion, people used the simple
statement more frequently than they should. Often it was merely lip service. In this case, it was
heartfelt from the enigmatic woman she had fallen in love with. She still marveled at her good
fortune. Bending her head, she kissed the top of the dark head and replied, A The r i ght word
right place. Who can ask for more?Ex c e pfarthe cof fee you promised. O

The love Olivia had for the small woman in her arms grew exponentially. Over the time
t heypelnt toget her, t heyo dsqgirkyomaysandbecause shechaed st an d
over the top emotion, Amelia pandered to that by quietly accepting her words. It was just another
aspect of the ex-nun that amazed her. Ifitweren 6 t f o r dhoatrthe fina hurgle intieir
relationship,s hed6d never want to | eave again. Any oth
with the flow but a nun, something stopped her in her tracks. She quietly contemplated her life now
and was surprised when Amelia spoke again.

fAmelia to Oliviaé are you there? You mentioned coffee 0 Amel i a had seen t
tighten and f.ISke wasthimking@id ivhatever id \8as, it hadahe taller woman
perplexed.

AYes that coffeeldllfThkbeawstetht youebakoanaedyo
|l isten to. o Ol ivia moy,shagentdywpulleddrheliahowardhesacat and
kissed her soundly. With a wink, she was gone taking the stairs to the upper level and the kitchen.

Amelia chuckled and began to walk away then curiosity got the better of her and she glanced
at the console. Whatshesawi t di dndét make any senamogranmt o her . |
completed its cycle and the words BREACH FOUND etched the screen with a prompt flashing as it
waited for additional input. Amelia sighed heavily. il 6 ve never .Thiemightsquekclat bef
mypl ans for a cozy ®Asamiframgbove imd Atklia leokirgshata r ms .
direction and the object of her thoughts was confidently walking down the iron staircase with two
steaming mugs in either hand.



AHey | thought | was the only once Qibov ihaa d
Seconds later, she was standing next to Amelia and passed her a coffee mug.

fiWe might have to take a rain check on the cuddling. Looks like youhavea pr obl em. 0o
Amelia sipped her drink while waiting for the reply. When Olivia flicked the screen a look and then
switched it off, she was flabbergasted.

AThat c¢an \vaaaduddle néedsdo happenenow. 6 Ol i vi a snaked a
small er womands shoulders and they headed for

Half an hour later, Amelia felt her world wasatpeace. Re st i ng her head aga
chest, she listened to the rhythmic beatingofher par t ner 6 s h e altrgdtshardér Hmm t
every time you go away. Next time you | eave o

Ol'ivia kissed the top of Alierllife endddsighbhhered and
andnow,s he 6 d elméd edantHer fingers gently caressed A

i
I,.

under the bottom of hertand feltthesofts ki n. Al think that woul d cr ¢
AWhy?0 Ameliaasked. Her br eat h began to grow shall ow
body Does she have any idea about what sheds doi

Ol'ivia removed her theaphaadbbdthher handhamend hera 6 s b el |
p ar t face. Tudnmg it tenderly to look deep into her eyes she said, fiYou and | can easily be
distracted these days. Just take a look atusnow. 8 he moved her hand and ge

belly. There was another reason that was far more critica. Par ker 6 s entrance i nto
subsequent death made her realizet hat | osi ng A me Placimy hemimdangebonona n 0 p
of her cases was no longer acceptable.

Al koAmeNagi ggl ed in reaction to Oliviadés han

Seeing the disappointmenfiFom tAmet| riasdnsd td at chea
donéti nk you can takdbeaaebwfdgowuodself or youd
Amelia nodded and snuggled back down into the muscular yet infinitely comfortable body

pill ow, Olivia had become. I n fact, ,esoeah bef o
spacehadn 6t been a profoibhleemm fwiotmh tehiet hbeergi nni ng. Al
you have a few hours this weekend we could spend it together. What do you think?0 Amel i a si g
ik know youo6ll want to catch wup, so it if it i
Ameliab s wor ds ey satisfpirg deep &iss with their tongues entwined cast her

adrift in the sensations that fl oodeMdl her bod
weekendé from tomorrow evening through to Monday morning,| 6 m al | lope lshe@aumnd |
al l mi ne. O

Still gliding back to earth after the kiss, Amelia was unable to reply until she said, i Ye s . 0
Then her eyelids fl ared a, $prosibecdto have lomehwitheny e d s o m
parents on Saturday. | can cancel é0

Olivia placed a finger to silence her and smiled. fiLunch with your parents sounds good.| 6 v e
never had the pleasure of meeting them formally and I think it is about time. 0

Amelia, with her eyes wide open, stared at Olivia. iYou want t o meet my pa

With ashort laugh,Ol i vi a repld ed, fAYeah | do.

Al €l cand®Oh blliiwivae, ilt 1l ove you. Thank you. C
lean muscular body and hugged her hard. Kissing her collarbone where the skin was exposed, she
nuzzled the musky scented skin. Soon she was lost in an exploration of lips against olive flesh.

Olivia closed her eyes as she allowed her raging senses to relish the touch of her love for a
few precious moments. Then, in a move worthy of a gymnast, she deftly flipped Amelia over. They
endeduponthe floorasOl i vi ads eyes bore into Ameliadbs an



head and captured willing lips as they spent some time lost in the luxury of a long deep kiss. Then as

they parted she pl acejdavs mailde ka reak evehoas poemge tddym e
before capturing the kissable lips again and spending a long, long time indulging in that expression

of their love.

As Amel i ads senses r gherbandebdgantoliear degpavatelgattheo f  n o
shirt Olivia was wearing. The taller woman stopped the kisses and moved fractionally away to look
deep into Ameliabds gl azed eyes.

Franticall y Whnaetl,i awhgaat sépse dwr ofin g ? 0

Oliviafeltashamed.Her own r agi ng emoti ons It¢thasdffahder r e
take her on the flooriitwa s ndét r i &htwr ofnNo tbhuitng t i snét the ti
body and she sat beside her on the floor.

Amelia felt angry and frustrated all at once and screamed, il s n6t t he ti me? Wk
the time Olivia? Wedbve been together as a coup

anything more than kiss and cuddle. Tell me w
Sighing heavily, Olivia ran a hand through her hair. Quietly she said, iTh at 6 s .t he poi

Whenyouandlma ke | ove for the first time | want it
Frowning heavily, Ame | i a ¥ e p §ust gotthack after several weeks away. We are

in the comfort of our own home. Look around you Olivia, no one else is here. We are two

consentingadul t s and vy adtud sd otnhdet rtihg mtk t,ilkmsvy o80 ahelnd t mé
easiest person to fall in love with but at least I thought you and | would have at least gone to second

base. Or, is there something I should know? You dondt  seawith metisdahat theareasen?

| dondét turn you on. o

Olivia burst out in her own frustration, i You know t hat és not the c:

Amelia moved to sit opposite Olivia and knew that the moment had passed. Tonight, once
more, she was goingto be inbed alone. A Act ual | y r ilgfécttyouand lwouldibed o n 6t
strangers. 0

AiThat 6s compl ete nonsense alhod yop. AUl whnhtodw it .
is make it special when we makelove.Is t hat so wrong?06 OI i vitaltreal
had been a |l ong time since sheddndadtahadnibou
Ameliai not on this level. No, that discussion had been with Parker many years ago and it had turned
out to be a disaster.

Amelia shook her head. i1 | |l ove you Ol ivia. | 6m i nthel ove \
entire package. | want to live with you, grow old with you, and share my whole life with you. That
includes my bed. | then I yhmkuwe ea to éedvalustesexactly what kind af me
love you have for me. Because rightnow,| 6 m so frustrated | <could ev:
know how much 1 6d hate that.o

Olivia didnot.itkwowl!l wh dte ts® ®ayy to take Am
there was somethingstoppi ng her and she didndét have the an

time? Please.1 promi se that soon you and | will share

Standing up, Amelia snorted. fiYeah you can have time. | know you Oliviaandl 6 m har dl vy
likely to share everything with you. You on the otherhand,| é m ofyduex aagl y t hat . |
to have to be your choice which path you take

goodni ght . o



Olivia listened as angry steps took Amelia away and the slamming of her bedroom door hurt
her more than shedd mnaddriigphtt eAlme ISiod .td yT lsehre st
shirt and the puckered nipples that protruded. She was ready. She could feel the heat between her
legs and as she stood up, she felt moisture. That night, as most nights, she was going to have to have
a session of self exploration. She headed for the bedroom to do just that and wondered if Amelia
pleasured herself. That thought alone made her even wetter.

Amelia stood opposite the bathroom mirror and allowed her eyes to wander down her body.
Her nipples were large and pointed and she felt her stomach contract as a hand moved over one of
them. The frustrated feeling between her legs increased and she allowed her free hand to wander and
touch the mound that pulsed with pleasure at her touch. Then, as she had at other times of intense
frustration with her partner, she allowed her fingers to roam as they eased the pressure inside her. As
she came to the brink, she mouthed out one word in ecstasyi Olivia.



Chapter 5

Olivia flicked on the console and selected
concentrated on the words. BREACH FOUND

Asshedid, she coul dndét help but smile as the mer
Ameliainvaded her t hought pat t eshetifiedher ély€s beavenwardand s hot .
rolled hereyes.ifou knew t hat right . 0 Talkhemtgnedhtre seat o
attention to t he nbbegesaled the.heavly kissedanddhesindll hahdatsat | o n g
had gripped her back as their passion increased. It would have been so easy to go all the way.

Punching in an instruction on the screen, she waited for the information to display. Her
senses clouded as a sensual wave of what Amelia looked like after spending an hour indulging in
kisses and touching each otheré skin. It soon became clear that Amelia was winning the battle of
their passion as shedd feldst hahmredsf iomstt tee numadar
breasts. thad sky rocketed her own passions and she
thigh causing her to moan in ecstasy. Then sh
and diffuse the passionate flare up.

Amelia had given her two options in the equation. She either gave in allowing them to go
onto the next | evel of their relati othesthhgydbddr
have to decide what to do next.

The screen flashed in front of her with the information she requested. i How t he hel |
happened?0 Reluctantly pushing away the thoughts of Amelia, she rapidly began to key in
sequences of <code. AThis is going ®Boasbafaelom
Her eyes flashed around the semi-lit area for a few seconds then she concentrated on what was
happening with the computer.

Amelia woke up the next morning to the sound of voices. Definitely more than onei Olivia
di dndét t aHatkhe knewv ofhGdancimgeat hér radio alarm clock, she frownedi it was only
seven am. Admittedly, her partner was an early starter going out for a run before setting off to work
but hearing voices was strange.
Walking into her bathroom, she stretched and frowned. The night before had been a
reawakening of her senses all over again. It made her more determined that Olivia and she needed to
be closer. It made her confront Olivia in her frustrationi she needed to know the truth and solve what
was at the root of the problem. She knew she would eventually figure it out i no, they would.
Turning on the jet of water, she walked into the warm water and soaped her body looking
down at her full breasts and Tiperngpplespudkened ShOI i vi a
was sick of self-pleasuring. She wanted Olivia to take her and make her a woman in every way. The
books s h e dnderfrustratidn hael belped for she learned how to pleasure herself. But, the
only one that could solve her dilemma was Olivia. She slowly soaped the sensitive skin of her breast
and felt the heat between her legs. With a shake of her head, she groaned in frustration and let her
fingers do their magici getting to work on time took a back seat.
Fifteen minutes later, showered and ready for the last day of the work week, she left her
room and walked toward the two figures at the console. Her smile widened when she saw Phil,
Teal 6s wife. Closing in on them, she figured
t hey woul dnoét Thviomgw she was there
AMorning Amel ishee@di dvel | ?20



Blue eyes caught hers as Amelia saw a ghost of a tender smile on the lips that had just
spoken. She shook herhead. iCa n 6t get |Iplasdi dy otuhacnakn youéand you
Oliviashrugged.A Oh hi t.lam&admitdsis ngs on my mind. 0
A F i gwith Rhil here. 8he grinned at the woman who was furiously typing on the
computer keyboard. i @od mor ni ng Phil . 0
AMor ni ngTearleldsays you owe her big t Phhe f or
said, never raising her head.
Shaking her head vigorously, she captured the attention of Olivia who gazed at the motion in
silent appreciation.
With a chuckle Amelia replied, iMe?Sh e needs to speak with the
Phil did look up thistime.fiThe bi g O?0
Oliviarolled her eyes. fiLe t 6 ®n wgthettis and then we can have breakfast. What time do
you need to be at the office?d0 Her eyes wande
AMy first sddchsgirdry.i 4 6dtl eniegeghdt to | eave in h
apologetically.
Nodding Oliviapursed herlips. Al 61 I spring f or pbrédadk fnaesetd ayto
continue to work on this until y o u dome.€Then the office computer needs purging too. Are you up
for it?o0
ASure, though youdll owe me big tlifelde WhRwn vy
Phil saw the questioning | odHK somputer systtmeatworvo wo m
Shebds not g o witha@yone that thkes oviar ep bjaby and tinkers with it. 0
They all laughed at the thoughti Teal was definitely going to be pissed.
Phil went back to her task and Amelia walked past them toward the kitchen. Hot tea was on
her agenda. somelhingtoodr & nvka?not
Phil mouthed nothanka nd OI i vi a d,iwidh duick glanee@tlAmelia, sfieh e n
smiled. fAA caffeine f i x woul d be great. o

Amelia frowned slightly but didndét say wha
Minutes later, she busied herself in the kitchen making the drinks when the door opened and
then shut behind the visitor. Looking in the direction of the doorway, Ame | i a wasndét sur
Olivia there. #fAHI .O

Ol'i viads eyel i dsthatirto pspeendt i Amesluicahd sa pwidilys e r &
yourselfé | just wanted to say sorry about last night and | promise to fix things. I reallywill.. 6 Sh e
left the doorway and wrapped her arms around Amelia Kissing her slowly.

Amelia felt her world rocket into the stratosphere at the touch and relaxed totally into the
kiss. When they broke for breath, sheamgdi@mnt!| vy
muscl e movement at Yohshouldknoovthat this is gétting hardenared hayder u .
every time. | want to rip your clothes off and take you regardless of your doubts.0

AAmel i a | o@livedidaskea c h wloviyouetad.0O Ifii vlipsaaptwred
Amel i adébs once more for further exploration.

The tea kettle whistling dragged them back to reality.

AYou havenoét Budyiegmberselfhvighwekingthe dritk§, Amel i a di dnodt
directly at Olivia.

There was silence forashorttime.il coul d | i e and say | did |
ABut we dondét | ie to each other, right. Th
smiled at the old conversation twiththemst emmed f



Al watdo gallswear. However, that message you saw earlier in the evening called to
meandl t hought [ 6d check it out and before | kn
f i n g er ssaidowith@ khiugas she flexed her fingers.

AWhat tyionne cdaild Phil ?0

Ol'ivia didndot answer i mmediatel iAasuadhif ot
thirty.o

Amelia turned and gl ared at her partner. 0
bull all day. You can most definitelydealwithh er t oday . 0O

Ol'ivia chuckled at the picltupreomifs el.ecal as

Passing a mug of coffee to Olivia, Amelia sipped on her tea and stared into the liquid. AiDo
we have a probl em?0

Understanding perfectly the question, Olivia replie d Wenfay. Ic a n 6
thinkour security system was breache

Amel i ads eyeBWefolrer ed mdMnem®d e d

AThat 6s t he &@AnpothtatsWhoeyeralid the hacking is goodé maybe too

t ityetbufli r m
d. o

good. Philisageniusinthi s f i el d but even sheds struggling.
The words floated between them like a mist.
AWhat exactly does faskels mean?06 Amelia fina
Oliviashrugged. il honestly donét know. It ol d ha
Olivia stopped speakingandloo k ed di rect lelyl et 6 Ameee awh&HtW Phi l
Rightnow,I need to take you to work and battle t he

The light teasing made Amelia smile as she placed her cup on the drainer before moving to
within a few inches of Olivia. She kissed her thoroughly the pulled back. Ndiw t hat 6 s what
spectaclea nd c an 0t witwesstotwhatthapper's.e S\ee you in a few minu
the door and down the iron steps.

Olivia stood there for a few moments simply watching and enjoying the closeness they were
developing. She frowned and whispered to the empty kitchen,i My , ¢ 6 d e just reali z
candét | ive without her in my |ife.o

She left the kitchen and took the steps two at a time to reach Phil and check on her progress.



Chapter 6

AMom, how are you?0 Amelia I|istened with a
time. It was five-thirty on a Friday evening and she knew her parents would be home.

Al 6m good as i sYoyoure Mhat hgoi agr kiongancel o]
you?o

Amelia felt her lips tug into a wide smile. fiNo, not at all. On the contrary.1 6 d | i ke t o |

along a friend. O
There was silence foraseconduntilth e r  mo t h Really, wedl ksee do,probiem with

that. Any one we know?o
Wanting to laugh at the curiosity but refraining from doing so she said, Wéll you kind of
know her. Youbve spokenlttbes Hdri vorm.mumerous o0C
i R e allndvey quite seemed to have her down as the lunchwith t he parent 6s t\
It was an innocent remark but had Ameli ads
shedéds neverélook is it ok?0
There was a chuckle at the other end of the line.A Of cour se darl i ng. Ik
wants to meet her personally. He 6s never quite forgiven hi msel
Clayton boy. Hebs wanted t o t hadukngthaeterriblper sona

epi sode. 0
Amelia had shelved that episode and its memory. Don Clayton, a friend from childhood,
refused to bel i eHebkeldkehcaptivdandd 6 ti t1 dhvaed nhbitm been f o

h e 6 d rapedhereStrangelyenough,once shedd gone to | ive with
on a surreal safe mode as if nothing could touch her. She only felt that way around her partner.
AGreat, | éwedl | see you at one, |l ove you Mom

Replacing the receiver on its cradle, Amelia touched her cheeks. She still felt the slight heat
from her reacti on tDoesshe knowBwdym@&Thées 6wlorgbsne t o gr e
keep that distance and information from her parents. Not that they were embarrassed or ashamedi
theyagreedi t wa s n 6Maybé fowitisCe meai nly, Ol iviads rapid
lunch, knowing full well her parents would do their own kind of interrogationnhadndt seemed
bother Olivia.

There was a soft knock at her door and at her come inthe dark head of the person she was

thinking about appeared around the door. nHI .
Therestofthebodyenc ased i n her c¢classic al/l over | ea
Il wasndédt sure i f you were done yet. o

ATedaldnodét dredtl sylba?t Her e?o0
Scratching her c¢chin and frowning Olivia re
leave thisaft er noon. Cal | it saving me from more hea:i
Amelia sighed and saw the chagrined expression on the beautiful face staring at her.
Stepping from behind her desk, she walked up to the taller woman and wrapped her arms around her
l'ithe figuade nHast ol gk EXaggerating herconcdria Anheliia trigd 200
stifle the giggle that threatened to pop out at any second.
ATough i s SletwaslikbhaegVinotaunt Next time | want to call Phil at some
ungodly hour, please explaintometh e f ol l'y of my deeds. 0 Olivia ¢
head and ki ssed Arhee yloiup sd ocnleo syee tt?00 her s. 0
Amelia lost all sense of time and place for the few heady seconds that the kiss lasted. She
shook herhead. i | 6 m a fSin@ | kdew hwastgoing to my folks for lunch tomorrow, I called



t he cl i ent s thHe@aningacdreughuttiera fdrwardoNo w t hat (Yfoguedlr e b a
youdd be busy for hours twomday ha&ndvele kwardt. @d Aane

i kcept for lunch with my folks tomorrow,1 6 1 I be oal |l yours
Their gazes locked and both women sighed deeply when the buzzer on her desk broke the
spell . AThat must be my next c¢client. Are you
Reluctantly, Olivia released Amelia. fiNo, notreally.1 |j uet é he sai d with a
AWenédusl ast client?0
AYou just what?0 Amelia reached up and ten
under her fingertips.
Al 61 1 t eNowscogtdDaic | @at eyour next client wild.l b e
Amelia grinned and walked toward her door then turned and answered the earlier question.
iNi ne, do you want to do something afterwards?
Oliviasmiled.iLet 6 s see how youodre feeling at the
AYeah good call, o0 Amelia | eft the room.

Olivia gazed around the comfortable office that, if they knew her, no one would ever say
belonged to anyone else but Amelia. Then she left the room and headed for her own office and the
encrypted file Phil had couriered over.



Chapter 7

Ol'i via knew ®adledsh atb sspad@nnever been there
the sweeping drive flanked by pencil conifer trees and neatly cut lawns, she was impressed. When
she saw the three storied building that probably was built in late eighteenth or very early in the
nineteenth century, she felt her mouth open. It had that affluent look about it of the early wealthy
settlers. That type of building in its presen
fortune to buy in todayo $ebulding gaee it that oldlokonial feely c | i
that was intimidating.

Turning to her passenger, she said, .Al did
How old is it? | bet it has some stories to tell over the years.0

Under most circumstances, Ameli a coul d detect the envy and
and voice when they saw where grew up. Howeve
and that was refreshing. She hadndét brought a
fulltime, the worldly goods of her previous lifeb e came tri vi al baubl es tha

ADo you have t easkadiastheypuledupttosthe fsont@bri v i a

AWhat éyes, yes we do. | 61 | ,0giAvnee |yiocauenthehpe iteed
as her eyes flashed to the entrance and her parents who had opened the door just as the car stopped.

Al 61 I | ook fOdrnwamdrtacihtd across and squee
behave. 0

Ameliagrinned.iYeah right. &aeedfstsgblsmeBantoase. 9

Olivia wanted desperately to kiss Amelia but she controlled the urge and nodded. fiAfter you,
Doctor West.o
Amelia rushed to greet her parents before hugging and kissing them warmly. Then she
swiveled around to gaze at her partner who was indulgently watching the affectionate reunion. The
only way Amelia knew Olivia was nervous was that she constantly threaded the Jeep& keys between
her fingers. The love she felt at that moment for the beautiful woman standing waiting silently
threatened to overwhelm her. Then she motioned Olivia forward. A Mo m, Dad this is O
Olivia moved forward and held out her hand
of her daughter down to the quirky half smile theyshared. So t hi s i s ikerathirtyy ou o | |
years | like it. AHI , gooMrs Westme®&t you
A Don Ot Mg &Mastingmoe. It makes me sound ancient. Shauna is good enough for me.
|l td6s good to meeYouyborue ians psetrusnonni n@l iavsi amy daug h

Olivia gave Amelia a furtivelook. il 6 m gl ad webve final I y had
Shauna. Thank you for inviting me to | nch. o
AAway with you OIlivia, Bi |l | her e has been

business with Don Clayton. o0
Amelia sucked in a breath and Olivia turned to her and saw the look of shame on her face.
Two years later and it still had an effect on her. Why did she have to bring it ujB2fore she could
say anything, Ame | i ads father moved forward and pumpec
AGood t o meditia. Opmewn imgide. Luneh svill be in half an hour. What do
you want to drink?0o0 towdrdghe doa to thgphousehed her gent !l y
Amelia closed her eyes and looked at her mother shaking her head. fiwhy did you have to
mention that?o
Annoyed, Ameli a 6 s mo tihWhra ta,s keexdaact |l y what are you



ANot hing, forget it.o She walked rapidly a
waylaidher, AYe® Mom
AShebs a keeper. Now come on we dondét want
Amelia stood like a statue on the drive trying to understand what her mother was saying. The
stupid thing was that she made it obtuse and her mother had been crystal clear. Shaking her head,
she drew a deep breath and mu tttanilyldabe youta®!l i vi a
cope with that,0 as she followed the others.

AShauna you have a beauti ful garden, how m
through the three acre property after a sumptuous lunch, which would keep her going for the rest of
the week she thought.

AWebve been |l ucky, i1itds been in the family
even some of the shrubs and flowers. Over the generations, there have been additions. | planted a
Zen garden neartheponypaddock ten years ago. Do you | i ke

AMy mom was t he .lgvasa grense niomkey.d @mragpckciaie thedove
t hat 6s gone .lisityow faniligdi ksi nper oopre rBtiyl | 6 s?0 Ol i vi a gl
Amelia was talking animatedly with her father and a tender smile crossed her face.

Shauna | ifted her he altsparked fdom phe ctvibwérl The male p | i e d
line ended in the war and that left only two daughters. The eldest who never had issue willed her
patof t he house to her younger sisterds first |
in the eye to the coloni al mal e dominance, al

Olivia shifted her attention back to Shauna. iRu mor s dondét t efonsintiee t her
family. o

AEvery f ami | Anyoheaviso sagsktieeiwisetisa Imarsor worse living with their

head in the sand. |l dondét do either, nor does

Swallowing hard, Olivia felt disconcerted. Shit | was, or,wasup until recently, an ae
assassinThat 6 s a whol e | mycupbordisAraeli ingg ibs ntelse i mo st
person | 6ve ever met in my |ife.Oo

Shauna c¢ au g hanhd kdpticantact wattottem fery shast burst of time.i She | ov e ¢
you. Before you do the stupid thing and deny it, you should know that I know you love her too. Life
i sndt al ways that easy t hoodlptvgmangaerOliviaanathear | 'y w
l ong |l ook. Al suspect yours could probably ma

Olivia, in parti a | shock at Amel i adanamgetherdsrapihnypur
probl em?o0

AW t AHanle Thi nk about what my ancestor did an

grandchildren.On e wi | | be great two would be wonderf ul
Olivia felt her real world slip as she digested the words. Frowning,s he r epl i ed, AD
Amelia know any of this?0
AMy goodness of course not, and youoll not
my husbandis,do you | ove my daughter enough to marry
Amelia and her father walked up to them at that moment. fiHi have you seen everything?
Dad said he invited you sailing one weekend?o

A Gr éjasttgreat.o In all her years, Olivia had never felt so out of control. She felt certain
that her expression was one of shock and Amelia was going to ask whyished i dndét .



Bill West cleared his throat and then looked at his wife who winked athim.ia I t  wi | | be
to have gr and SHaund tavardethe hodse lddveng tke muo women alone with similar
expressions of disbelief on their faces.

Olivia made a decision, rash perhaps, but she knew deep down it was right. She gazed like a
faithful puppy into the shocked eWe@dlelssmalke oif
happened. o

Amelia felt the tears threatening, as she shook her head. My parents know. How do they
know? Grandchildren what on earth had Oliviasaidtomynfoin. dondét wunder stand

With a puzzled |l ook she drew out a heavy brea
AYes,0i Ol i 8i sashetoeb| heddaof Ameliads hand.
ADid you teld/l my mom wedidtheymaketlielrap®t her ? How

grandchildren? Thata mazes me. What és going on Olivia?o0 A

the direction of her parents who seemed oblivioustotheb o mbs hel | t heydd expl oc
Olivia saw the demented air of her partner and wanted to calm her down. The whole thing

wasweirdTitshouldbe t he ot her way around. AYour mom tc
you. She s ai dedsndtbat younparentd wouldslikera grandchsld or two. That is the

honest truth Amelia | never said anything. 0
Amelia digested the remarks and she shook herhead. il guess t hey never ¢

grandchil dren when | was ai n@s.a Nmevmdthe ymd 3 s it |

fallen in love. This is all crazy of course.0

Als 1 t?20 Olivia had actual ly tSa&kiehadbeena t he
bolt out of the blue and it was something she never considered before. However, to see kids with her
partneroés smile and eyes what could be better
distinguishing it added a poetic symmetry to her life.
Al think the meal and f amil y.Otcousegtiso ngs hav
Amelia said emphatically.

Deflated, but not giving in, Olivia nodded. iOk,r i ght now i tés out of t
talk about it anothertime. What do you say?o0

Amelia closed her eyes tight. This was everything she wanted and at the same time
i mpossi bl e. AWe canoét e v.élowcamaekbreng up achikel whienove e a ¢ h
dondt wunderstandoour own relationship

Knowing she was the cause, Olivia gulped back tears at the heartfelt admission.Sh e coul dn

remember the last time she shed any real tearsandt hat di sconcerted her. Afl
itds our children that makes all the differen
Amelia shifted her gaze to her parents and
make love to me as any woman shouldbema de | ove t oo, wedoll <consi de
Al think thatdés a good i dea. How about | s
the weekend means to you and | éo.somahowdor | et 6 s n

another she needed to cross the line and she would. Now more than at any time in her life, she was
prepared and ready to commit her life totally to one personi Amelia West.

AWedl | tal k abCometon,wd 6 ch nlod thteer t g yofdipeynaght hap p )
think weodord&dmaet gai figlt her heart race at the o
her. Sh e woconpmisd. Theirliveshad t o be together on all | e

thing you know theydélld be booking a wedding v



Olivia, with a half smile, refrained from commenting as she walked alongside Amelia back
to her parents.



Chapter 8

The rest of the day had b at@wounddivendthen. They
strolled around the Saturday evening market, browsingthecd 6 s ,  tnd suspidioes toakinga
items termed antiques. They finally decided to have a drink at the bar down the block from their
home. Once inside, the owner of the bar recalled Amelia and a drunken night of karaoke. After the
initial embarrassment, they lapsed into quiet conversation with the owner. After that, they spent
some time there alone enjoying the time together.
Finally, they arrived home around ten, with the security system screeching alarms and lights
flooding the building.
AWhat 6s goi ngedn?a&s Adleil vyiaa@s kexpressi on gr ¢
its parking space.

ANot .Musibe &glitchi n t he system | didndét get the
programmed into the system. | 6bkdminuteok. 6 Tur ni ng of f opénthedeon gi n e,
and about to jump out turned to Amelia.iSt ay 1 nsi de wunti |l I give you

Nodding Amelia gave her a brief smile as she watched Olivia race across the open area to the
console station, her eyes flicking in every directions as she did so. Within a minute, the room was
silenced and the lights had dimmed to their normal operation. Olivia then waved her inside.

Moments later Amelia stood beside Olivia who sat on the chair in front of the computer

screen. Als everything alight?o0
Oivia didnot reply i mmediately and then st
face. RnYes everything is just great. The hack
off the bells and whistles Phil set for it. I now have thedetail s of what the hacker
Al 6m gl ad. | guess thedbdd tma kkee di.s lad rh ofti guriinr
youol | be engrwhstheeupritisno f Amalli ing egndlahatdo t ur n

caught her arm.
Al t ct.dpromiged you a weekend and a weekend it shall be. How about we make the
drink and thenédo She trailed of a half smile
Amelia had seen that look before it sent mini waves of pleasure to the pit of her belly. AAnd
t h e s$h&carled her arms around the muscular shoulders, bent slightly, and placed butterfly kisses
all over the bare olive skin.
Olivia lifted her head slightly and captured the lips in a light kiss as she said, Yaiu 6 ve got
t he message. o
Half an hour later, both cradling their cooling drinks, Amelia sighed heavily. iWe need to
talk dondét we?o0
Olivia felt her heart miss a beat as she tenderly kissed the top of A me | head.dnsa muffled
voice she said, A H guess we do. It kind of makes you feel that way and at the same time actions
would help.o
fiMakes you feel what and what actions?0 Amelia asked unsure that Olivia had quite grasped
what she said.
ALove. Falling in | ove and being in | ove.
before, but never has the emotion been this powerful. Myda d was ri ght . 0o
AYodad?Wh at di dBewildereds amelia turned and gazedatOl i vi ads f ar
expression. It was clear that whatever memory she was reliving it was a good one.



AHe sai d somet hingyaud omgett htehdti nepe oifalwheme

it happens youodl | never | et them go. o0 The wor

continued, Al never really understood that wun
Amel i ads hlitveasayet inotheraampldely out of character statement from

Olivia. Their visit to her parents, talking about children and now this admission, made her take

pause. Has she taken a knock on the head recemMilg?t , t hat she di dndt bas|

happening, butitwasstrange . fAWel |l , | agree with him whol eh

parents. O
AYeah | ddiTsehy ywaiul d have | oved you. Althouc
di dndt mideebtd Niacvkey swept you off yourndwhaabet bef o
wanted. o6 Her soft chuckle didndédt disguise the
Ol'ivia and her brother Nicky foll owed thei
Nicky chose a life as an undercover cop and thatwashi s undoi ng al ong with <c

forever. When a crooked DA had Nicky kill ed,
man responsible. That revenge killing set her on the path she was on now.

A He rweulddawe stood achanceonce | 6 d me tnognedaoes. AHink hcan a
categorically state with some confidence that

it was sometime before they came up for air.

As they sank into each ot Anelia®nsothebhadbsadto Ol i vi
her6 Do you | ove my da u g fheqastioreran deepgsishe kissedtmeoopof vy h e r
Amel i ads head and t he nAllbwingdceuckie tmescape enligstsrel c | e a
whi s p ©ffcaurde,06 i

AOf eturtshere more to that statement?0 Amel

Shifting slightly, so that she could captu
completely honest with you and the reason for
| 6 ve mUoaapedebtal fecause of what you were before. You knowi the nun part. To make

love to you completely would have been like é we | | Il didndét think | was
know you | ove me and | certainly do you. o
AThat 6s why yohu maeveanwtt silrekptl Gvhtunt ouc habl
nun?06 Amelia had inkling this was the case bu
anticipated.
Knelt on the floor, Olivia gently pulled Amelia forward to hold onto her hands as she spoke
directly to her. iiYe s . |l guess | didnodét feel worthy of ta
AANd now?o
Ol'ivia gave a wry grin, Al might stil!]l not
make me happy and allay some of my fears is if you, Amelia Westwillmar r y me . 0
Amelia felt her eyes bulging out of the so

thing but never for a moment expected it to become reality, especially after the Parker episode.
AYoubre serious arendt yothe?udlipsohherloteo uc hed a f i

There was a faint smile as Olivia nodded.

Al'f | said can |1 think ab o u$hedesperatelywantedtal y o u
say yes but she felt she was missing something and needed time to figure it out.

Slightly disappointed, Olivia smiled. ASure as long as you need. | guess | was getting carried
away. 0



Amelia smiled tenderly. fiNo, never think that. Your getting carried away is a rather
wonder ful thing. I 1l ove you Ol i vheswenghfdhatb ei n g
|l ove | have, iif thatodés whatds worrying you. O
Al t .lifiguned@htét if we have kids, we would want them to have a stable background. |
want them brought up in a happy family home as we both had. Is that too much to ask for?0
There was silence for a few seconds and then Amelia shook her head. Before she had time to
change her mind, Ameliasaid,i Ye s . 0

A

Perplexed, Ol i vi a asked, AYes? As in yes thereods
together? 0 Ol i vi ads handhmyjoéd wot odhemdmonkdé dan fHilOat d
fAiYes, Olivia Marie Santos, |  wi | | marry you. o0 Amel ih&a grinn

smilecrossh e r  p dips.tTimereewedything blurred as their lips came together to seal the vow.
A part of Amelia was feeling the frustration arise once again, but at least now, she had an
explanation. They could move forward from there.

Parker Davis paced the wooden floor as she listened to the declarations of love between
Olivia and the nun. When she heard Olivia ask the nun to marry her,shes c owl ed at t he s
going to happen. o
She smiled that the small, untraceabl e pro
wormed its way to the top echelons of the system fileT it was easily discoveredi what a brilliant
move. It allowed Olivia to concentrate on a phantom hacker and not on the actual surveillance
system, which DOCO placed in both the residence and the office. Not that Olivia or the so called
expert that scoured the computer for the intruder would ever discover the true nature of the
intrusioni it was too sophisticated. Even if someone stumbled onto the program, there was no way
anyonewouldr ecogni ze it as something that didndot b
That wa s n 6 ithe tuewas. Ggomedvioridag, stne would become a patient of Dr.
West and then the fun would begin. She flicked through the photos of Olivia and her many liaisons
with prostitutes dated as | ate as days wearlie
nunds head. 0
In a moment of clarity, Parker remembered the first time she met the nun and how taken she

was with her. Even after they met formally, s

change? Ah yes, when she stood between me and
The woman laughed assheini t i at ed a sequence of number s

way are you two making | ove tonight. o Her eye

alarms inside the warehouse began blaring and Olivia broke contact with the nun and scurried off to

her control console. The Dbells and whistles t

after all. Until Olivia disabled them, they would go off ever hour.



Chapter 9

The woman tapped her fingers until she heard a diminutive voice say into the receiver,

AWhen Heaven Meets Hell, this is Teal, how ma
AYes, | need an appointment with Dr. West.
Al 6m afraid Doctor West is rather busy at
AYes, this candt wait. I needithatemblember her |
voice.

Teal frowned as she flicked throughthepages of AfMmé&ki &0 sshedasa ay e d
full schedule for the next few days. However, | can slip you in for a brief consultation on Thursday
around noon. o

AThat wonids a omatTthars of | i fe and death. o

Silently Teal rolled her eyesi how many times had she heard that before. He gently said,
A T o mo marning\at eight is the best I cando. 1 6 | | have the Doctor arri.\
Yeah that usually appeased themand Ame | i a woul d be mad inthete at | eas
morning.

Sighing heavily, tshuer ewotnhaant siasi dt,h efi Aeraer |lyioeus t
her case more believable the woman began to s

Al 6 m s allyis. ycanireter you & another professional in this area if you like. Doctor
West has many colleagues who she personally recommends. 0
Al dondt want to see anyone el sehoiddthehéé&l ag
be there ateightt omor r ow mor ni ng. O

Teal smiled. Yep she was goodi it worked every time. The inner door to the reception area

opened as she replied, fAGood, | 6dnnesdafeve Doct or
particulars. Name, address contact details, M
A Tael , do you have my mail ?0 A deep voice ec
The woman felt her body tremble when she heard the voice and had to catch her breath
before speaking again. A My name five-five-Wa-foy-sixChr i s
three-eight. ©
Ok Mary, and your address?0

| | three@inetg-$ixBaker Street. o

Thanks. 0 Teal wr ot e beféregassingltice malsosnimpatienth er ne
ila. AJust a second Mary. o Theuwgevabhesaijl ance
t0s t.He hfaivrestatbdtealst a box full for the |

ith a grimace, Olivia nodded and walked back through the inner door.
Sorry about that Mar y , Botlbsiddsof theiogedationame fmusy. i t 6 s
There must be an epidemic. 0 She chuckled and r
appropriate.
Watching the monitor, Mary saw the exchange between the midget and Olivia. Affecting a
sob, Mary saimidd&mhc Mmyl, 6 whlatg®i ng to catch whe:
Teal shook her head. This woman certainly
a figure of speech. | c aeal glancsdsatuhe smallgwatehboarddhath i n g
indicated she had three other calls to field.
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Hanging up the phone, Mary laughe d .

Ok, if
DOCO op
, She s
Yelso!l |

. 0
nce
y, i
Yeah
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I

6re sure 1061l
tives had a fi
J aftlifo

ure to doWelbat .

nydwrhawelaa odandelyou

connection with

me .

do.
on
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How much | ong
what story yo
youol l be done

iNow al

be safe. o FI|p
ve o006cl ock pp

sdavegoa miocmee)rda)y

the nunds receptd.i

nt mert ywiut mhabre. aWe atpptooday. 0

er am | going to
u gave her, 0 Mary
with her. o
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Chapter 10

Teal heard the bell peel as a figure appeared tentatively in the reception area. She had to
prevent the amusement that she felt show on her face. The woman was standing nervously wringing
her hands through the strap of the purse she held. From top to bottom, she was out of a retro movie.
The big lacquered hair, with not a hair out of place was in a style that Teal had never seen before.
The womano6s runpyaevithhirg pastehWflowers dotting the matching blouse and pants.
The only time | 6ve seen tThehighlygadished ghoesimade on t he

nursebts footwear trendy. A pasty compl exi on,
the picture perfectly.

AHIi , can | help you?bo

AYes, | 6m Mary Christian, 06 the woman said
an appointment with Dr. West at five. o0

Teal gulped back her surprise. From her getup, Teal surmised that the woman was from the
southmaybe Texas, but she second guesiVad yhemgs e@laf

you have perfect timing. Amelia will be with you shortly. In the meantime, | need you to fill in these
forms. She passed the forms attached to a clipboard and a pen to the nervous looking woman with a

gentlesmile. T e a | l et curi osi ty dadtyoulbybngchdmee lsvéintlef her a
south at one time?o0

Withowl-l i ke eyes, Mary stared at the woman. A
the sign that this is also a detectiveagencyidi d you have me investigated

The inner door to the reception opened and a tall formidable presence seemed to fill the room

as Teal gl anced at Olivia, who was statri ng at
timing, Mary, this is Ms. Santos she heads the detective agency. Ms. Christian was wondering if
youdd ever had her in your sights. o

Olivia took several seconds before she turned to Teal after her observation of the strange
looking woman who had dropped her gaze and began scribbling away on the forms. Amelia
certainly had some strange people share her d

Mary let her eyes dart around the room when Olivia arrived. Her heart was pounding by the
proximity of the womans ®Shheshébdubkbed bneath. a
any recognitionshe tehbetwomaprdby Bamceed. AOh, 0O
of her shirt. fAThatods a relief.o

AYeah that dsigwh/veet rved ided .lberOd i vi a thbpbki Atheb
| ast case for the day?o0

Teal smiled at Mary then turned her attention to Olivia who looked tired. She knew that her
boss hated office paperwork and sheoWihiheten do
information, Teal knew that Oliviawouldwor k out that the session wo
hour.

A Go.0Mth e n s h eask ber tadoop by my office. Ms. Christian, it was a pleasure to
meet you. 0 T u rsmmoval backnhrougtetire dobr end dinmst collided with Amelia.
Shei nstinctively pl aced he.fiHey)k® cadfsl. Yaumeveokmotv her p ¢
what you might bump into. o

Amelia feeling drained suddenly got a new lease on life as she soaked up the sexy whispered
words Olivia spoke in her ear. The feeling of those strong arms on her body gave her a new lease on



life. Wit h a dr eamy s @hsbne things dnegust ®oowbniderfyl notrtocbyomip i e d, i
into. o
Olivia gave a heartfelt chuckle and released Amelia as she allowed her inside the reception
area.
Mary closed her eyes as she felt the room become suddenly cold and lonely. Olivia standing
close to the nun and mooning over her made her want to vomit. When Olivia finally left the area,
she gave the nun a cautionary look. Not the time tanake waves. | have plenty of those for her later.
ADoctor West tho sTea&al MamryolhmecedtasanAmel i a \
counter.
Amelia had hardly caught her breath from her close encounter with the leather kind when
Teal introduced her new client. With a warm professional smile she used on her clients until she got
to know them, she held out her hand. As she did, she scrutinized the woman and had to stifle a grin.
A thought came to her that it reminded her of Parker and that idiotgetupsh e 6d been wear i

they first met. She allowed the thought to disperse as spoke to the woman.i Mar y, hel |l o. O
Mary took thedoctor6 s hand and gave it a | imp shake.
Amelia looked closer at the woman.i Have | met you before? You
Adondt think so. Besides, no one ever r eme
Amelia smiled reassuringly. iWell then,| et 6 s get acquainted shall

drink, Mary what would you I ike?0 Aemien i a turn
Al él 6 thirstjyotCanét we tal kél need to talk to vy

AAl one. 0O
AYeosf course. Teal forget the drink. Come t

leading to the corridor of the offices.

Teal watched them leave her sanctum and shook her head. Whispering to the empty room
shesaid, A Wow has Amelia got her wratteiiontumdd backtot f or
her own role as the phone lights flashed into action.

Mary took the chair the doctor offered and fixed a wet gaze on the woman who sat near her.

Al dondt know what |1 6édm going to do, 0 Mary sob
and | have nowhere to turn.o She covered her
ASomet hmeak | 6td be better off dead. o

Amelia had hardly opened the door to her office and brought them inside when this woman
seemed to emotionally spil!/l out . Didndot happe
| ong s e s sdioonndst. siipdiedokdidlthe right thing comingtoseeme.We 61 | wor k
out . o

Al él dondt think we will. o0 Mary swiped at

you stand by and watch the one person you love most in the world cheat and lie? Just tell me how |
do that!o

Amel i a didndét reply afitMariyr,s twhayn dd otnhbGetn ysomi |s
beginning and tell me what happened. 0

Sucking in a cleansing breath, Mary began
andinreturnall I gotwasliess Oh Mary t hat dbesaglaéotd |1 dDdobeékigoed
| aindévi dence of what he was doing behind my b

AMary, teld/l me ftwrodv wlow yneud ftelils immanl ove wit
find the cornerstones of the relationship to decide on how to approach the problem.
A Ok . |l own a small bookstore i nflsshbdea mi ddl e

badge, and said he needed to observe the business across the street. He asked if he could do it from



my storewdl Mawegd hard. Al | et him use my apar:t
I

felt her heartbeat sl ow as she gathered her e
didndt want anything to do wgnrelRverymberelvienttAftel ¢ o u
someone tried to break into the store, he mov
sexual . o

After bl owing her nose, Mary continued. AH

He says he lovesmebuthed oesndét trust me enough with what
think he doesnot want me because he has someo

me. 0 Matntowriglkganhands. Al think he has isomimeone

know it is some kind of coded message. O
Amelianodded.ACar ry on. 0 F dive mihutesshedigened to tiie entotional

ramblings of Mary Christian. Shedd heard a si

personal note as she watched the pitiful emotional destruction of the woman in the room with her.
Through watery eyes, Mary watched the doct
woman saw the parallel to her own life. Several times, she saw a twitch and inwardly she smiled.

Scoréi Al | |l know is that my heart is breaking. o
Amelia nodded and discreetly checked her wrist watch. The session had lasted longer than
she anticipated. It was already six-t hi r t y . AiMary youdre doing wond:¢
withtheses si on at the same time next week?0
AA weekécandét it be sooner? Just talking w

| can wait another week to see you.oO

The pleading and the womands watery eyes p
Olivi a that she would be more businesslike in h
somethingsdi dndét con? offMarty, aurmtlialn youdre feeling
time for the rest of the week sound. Then we can review the situation at the end of the week. How
does that sound to you? 0

Relieved, Mary smil ed slightly. #AOh, thank you,

¢
I

justknowwi t h your help | can get better. o
Al 6m sure we <can. No w, i f yko usohleld Igli vnea kteh iyso
appointment for tomorrow. o She would |l et Mary

the schedule would include someone else.

Amelia felt decidedly jaded after her session with Mary Christian. What was it about the
woman and her story that had rung so many bells in her head? Now she had an even longer week
thatsheant i ci pated and that wasndét going to go do
heavily, she stood up from her seat, glanced through her window to the street, and saw Mary

Christian |l eaving t htatwkewivled im Darnddii# NcamweraambeeIr e 1 s

mustas k her agai n iThedoardoder @ficernmened abdaht grimned and let the

worries of the day simply washawa y . ,ffBley i n for a nice cuddl e an
Olivia returned the grin as she moved to take Ameliainherarms.iAs | ong as it és

youeany time. o0 She dropped her head and eased i

Once she was out the door, Parker disguised as Mary smiled broadly. Her campaign to
di scredit OIl i via i B8helaughed duringheddsive ® theebsilding acabss thee g u n .



A

street from Oliviads warehouse. fAThe nunt was
out of her vehicle Al candt wait to see the
She opened the door to the O6observationdé r
Ruta, looking at the bank of flat screens.
AWhat di d nyyoupetrhfionrkmaonfce? 0 she asked as she

Ruta nodded before she said, #dalf | didnot

AYeah, 06 Dan said. AYou gave her pause. Wai

Parkerfrooned . A You mean Mary. What exactly did ¢

AThat her iipatiaabidi aaghbsassever ipsnyathotsh st
the truth

The | augh echoed throughout the room APerf

AAbsol Uteecltyl oper



Chapter 11

Amelia felt herself squinting through the small rimmed spectacles she wore to read small
printtHer eyes fl ashed over the additional not es
with her final client of the day Mary Christian. The woman had serious confidence issues but at least
now, she wasnoét IfskeWwdntediodill thelywy wio hag lied tacher tha would
be, a whole new ball game and probably a more normal reaction.

Her pen scribbled jealousy on the note pad as she listened to the final minutes of the session.
There was that familiarity about the whole situation once more that plagued her thoughts. The
question was, why?

There was a knock on the door and it opened slightly to reveal a dark familiar head. She
smiled warmly and motioned for Olivia to step inside.

AHI, | 6 m . Wantdortakeyne alit@ordiener? I could use some personal time with
yourightnow. It 6 s been one heck of a week. 0

Olivia opened the door wider. Amelia saw the valise she held in one hand and the apologetic
expression on her partners face. Al 6m so
promised to help this couple sever al mo n

Amelia felt the euphoria of seeing Olivia driftawayatt he wor ds. They
than breakfast and the odd supper together during the week because of their combined
commit ment s. Shedd been really |l ooking f
relationship on to another level. Hope was probably the wrong wordi yearn was more like it.  fi |
guess i tobs ifioto cnaunc hwatiot ausnkt i | tomorrow. O

Olivia wanted desperately to take Amelia in her arms and sooth away the tension she not
only saw in the woman but also heard in her voice. If shedid, s he6d never make it
Al would if I could but I made a promise and

ACan lalongzomMe mi ght be of some hel p. Exactly

A frown appeared above t he briNdwee speciall Ol i vi
Il 61 1 be home &uwaodttdinneri lyd&dmye tWee act ? 0

There it wasi the prevarication. Olivia never told her where she was going or what the case
was aboutanymore. fiSounds | i ke a plan to me. 0

Olivia smiled and turned her back to leave then heard Amelia call her name. Swiveling back,
she said, fAYeah?

Amelia with a placid expression on her face that defied the annoyance that hit the pit of her
stomach, said,iHavend6t you forgotten something?o

Olivia frowned hard as a puzzled look took residence on her face. iNo, what woul d t

AFor getAmiet j a sai d as her Mdadkynsafstapglgbeldl ienx pdd c
that call . o Olivia was ¢.&0mushfortaking our relationshp tot a
the next level.

Fora few seconds Olivia stood watchiThanitt he c
dawned on her. Crap. Stealthily she walked over to where Amelia sat and placed her hand gently
under her chin. Lifting her face so that they made eye contact, she said, i | | o. Bebaveybe u
careful and most of all stay my best girl .o S
moments and then left the room.

In a dream like repose, Amelia felt her world rock back on its axis again. Then she turned her
thoughts back to the Christian womands case. As s

or war



was so familiar. With an exclamation, she dropped her pen and notebook, pushed her chair away

fromthedesk,and st ood wup as i f she burnt. AO0Oh my go

Parker couldndét believe her good fortune.
peel of glee escaped from her | ips as she saw
that Maryodés | ife was her own.

ACan this ?20et any better
Olivia was off on another case that Parker had contrived. If the operatives at the other end
lived up to her expectations, Olivia would be gone for at least a week. Judging by past actions,
Olivia would find herself a prostitute. Parker wanted to use one of her disguises and be that
prostitutebut , she reconciled herself to the fact th
AShedd know it was me. 0
She turned her attention to the monitor th
away Marywi | I  pl ay. 0O



Chapter 12

Teal watched as Amelia sluggishly entered the office and walked over to the counter. It

was a few minutes past eight. Wi thout speakin
moments earl ier and trmaomidgAdcelia, lovely normihge s nfort i & @.
The cheery wel come made | i.$8hénerlysmitagpandct on A

mouthed, i T h a n kas tiie@affee cup reached her lips, and she savored the first mouthful.
With a concerned expression, Teal continued to watch her friend devour the coffee. She
knew that once Amelia had her caffeineshewoul d begin to respond. The
taken on had been grueling. In particular, the client Mary Christian, who seemed to demand more
and more of Amel i a 0 sTealtstayed ene evening to catch up on some paperwork and was
surprised when the woman left at seven-thirtyi the one hour session began at five. The bill the
Christian woman was going to receive would be astronomicali she saw Amelia five days a week
for over a month.
AHow was t?Dil yowaadehe EgrOdnake it to the farmer& market | told you
about ? 0 afteeAmelia glaselt erempty coffee cup on the counter.
Amel ia frownd&d. ahddrepbi edanfi wasbusygShe6esn my
been busy for the lastfourwe e k ends . 0O

il see, I di dnot k nYowcould Yawewcoms dveotaodinder witla v e ¢ a |
Phi l and | .o
AThanks Teal, but you dlgustwishilwereasfortumate f r ee t i

with Olivia. We appear to be ships that pass in the night. During the week, | 6 smbusy that |
hardly do more than go home to sleep and eat. When | do have some freetime,s he 6 sonef f on
of her mysterycases We canét seem to catch a break. o

Teal nodded. Sh e 6 d hewer&load of both of the partnersi the business was

mushrooming over the | ast couple of months. |
they had a relationship to nurture. AWhy not
ludicrous with all t he work you two haveyouwdltl ibfotylo ub uron

Amelia smiled at her friend.iYou 6 r e ri ght , of <course youodre
achildintothemix,0 Amel i a mumbl ed as she pickiendr up her
door.

Teal blinked rapidly. Child what child Why don d know about thish Heyyou canodot gc
of f |I'i ke that when you drop a bombshell . Come

Amelia shook her head and gave her friend awarm smile.iLat er T e & ¢et I f 1 do

started now I om nmyf igsitng Itienkdte rLaadcyyh fokr 0 Sh
corridor leading to her office.

Teal, stillinshock, whi spered, AWow tlha Ipiagy @ oarsck ea tdhai
She retrieved the used coffee cup, went to the small kitchen at the back of the counter, and
placed it in the sink. She retrieved a new cup and filled it. Returning to the reception area, she
saw the mail carrier arriving with the morning mail bundle. She grinned at him and asked, fiHow
isyourdaygoi ng ?o0

Teal smiled at Olivia Santos when she appeared inthe office. She | ooked I i ke
slept in a week and that was probably the case if she knewherd ar k br oodi,intgd 9 o0ss.
goodtoseeyouuAmel i a dododtbeapdgéautwday up your <curr



There was a | ow mumble and Teal shook her
fix?0 She wal ked over to the coffee machine a
ready for the morose looking woman who stood towering over her.

AHere take this. I wonder how .Yoowbd raen db ocAtnte |
the most amazing sour pusses when it comes to lack of caffeine. | had the same reaction from
Amelia thismorning. Sh e wats ntba dpeak to until she had her
With a faint smile at the mention of the woman she loved, Olivia drank thirstily from the
cup and drained the contents in one go. Al ha
days. lwasoutofcellrangeand when | did get a signal I fi gu

Teal retrieved the coffee cup and filled it again along with one for her. As she handed it
over to Olivia,s h e aBokneddt, yfithatsotddi. @k

AWhat 6s odd?0 Olvievriaag es itphpiesd toinmet hheerbeeyes ¢
cautious enquiry.

AOh that you both have this sudden infl ux

Olivia contemplated her answer carefully,
lists and are sendingherfolk s agai n. 0O

Teal mused over that for a few seconds. fiCould be, but the people that are new are more
affluent. | f you ask meit hmogstdomfétt hem ed d hé@att rc
them.If you know what | mean. 0

This time Olivia threw back her head and chuckledi she could always rely on Teal to
make her | augh,ifth godaatyr cavght Yoe sayind\tmtvabout her client
base, youdd be running for the hills. However
whenshe getshome s heds exhausted and eats very |ittl:

Teal caught the |l ook on Oliviadés face that
situation. AWhat about you? For every weekend for the past four weeks,y oudve been gone
differentcases. Not t o menti on the other week | ong case

onetocomplainfori t keeps us in a job but éo
Olivia remained silent for a little while as she sipped her coffee.
Teal saw the furrow on her forehead, which indicated from previous knowledge of her
boss that Olivia was thinking hard about their discussion.
AYou have a .‘edvea tplodtntwiTtgmatdlhme | haviNlaiswf d o n 6t
ot her weird cases waiting for my personal att
AYou do, butfifxrshi sadayon cdmputoer iitods ha



Chapter 13

Mary Christian sat in the outer office of When Heaven Meets Hell and listened as the
di minutive office assistant cursed out her CO

youwantd o t hey, 0 she said in an upbeat manner.
Teal glanced up atthewoman.Sh e want ed t o scr eamitbeemsthah el d
way. | 61 | buzz Amel i awea@we nhadnd obotsypwadayyand I
mai |l . 0
Mary made herwayover t o the counter that hid the wt
computers. Would you I|Iike some hel p?0 She pee
AThanks, we have an engineer due here anyt

appeared to be ignoring her.

Amelia glanced at the phone and saw that Teal was buzzing her again. It was two minutes
after five and she knew who was waiting for heri Mary Christian. She could do without that
particular client. Her hand reached for the small package marked urgent and for her eyes only.
Ripping open the envelope, she was surprised to find another envelope marked photos. She reached
for the phone and connected with Teal. fACan vy
dropped the receiver on its cradle.

Opening the second envelope, she gasped. Clearly, Olivia was the center of attention but the
other people in the photos made Ameliad s i n siiotdeewsomen. ahgrewere twenty photos
with each picture showing various stages of nakedness. One very explicit scene left nothing to the
imagination.

Pushing back her chair, Amelia grasped the photos and strode out of her office. In her
peripheral vision, she saw Teal opening the door to the inner corridor. She b a r k@&wd me oriie
minute Teal. 0O

Then, without knocking, Ameliab ar ge d i nt oandtrew thé daminiag ptotbsf i ¢ e
on the desk.
Olivia looked up and her lips curled into a familiar smileu n t i | she saw t he |

face T it resembled a thundercloud. Her smile froze on her lips as she looked at the scattered photos
on her desk.

AYou and | a sceamedvSkeertuined arddimd ent axited the office slamming
the door behind her.

With a carefully controlled smile, she opened her office door and walked into the room. fiHi

Mary, how are you today?o
When she saw the doctor storm out of her office and go into another one, Mary raised an
eyebrow. Hmm seems as t hough tshethoughtésshe wentimtatbel e i n pa

doctoroés office and sat down.
i Oh Do csttlbad a faestic weekend. John actually stayed home and we went out
both Friday and Saturday nights. o6 She beamed
me, 0 she gushed.
AReal ly, how nice and conveniTeerffectafthtAmel i a
photos caused an emotional meltdown leaving her vulnerable and less than professional.
AOhédo you think he didnét mean it?0 Mary
Amelia gazed at the woman. Rightnowt hat 6 s exact | .phewahtatorun want
away to lick her wounds and find some answer to her current dilemma. Instead, she shook her head.
Al &m sure hel Gme aanftr aitd ILoowe&koa mi gr ai ne coming



Ol'ivia sat stunned as she | ddkedk a«tontehd rpin
studied each one. Therewerec | ear |y mar ked with a time and da
as she stood up and made her way out of her office. She ignored the session in progress sign on

Amel i ads door and grabbed the knob.

When the door to Ameliabs office crashed o
entrance, both women turned to look.

Maryods eyes grew wide. AOh, my goodnesséwh
away from the enraged woman.

AmeliastaredhardatOl i vi a and then down to the bundl
here. o0 Turning to Mashgsaidvi Weh caann aspooh eodguelte ca sdro L
tomorrow Mary. Ireallydoneed to | eave right now. 0

Grabbing at her pocketbook, Mary stood up as she kept an eye on the dark haired woman
standing in the doorway. A0OéOk, 0 she sséed. AT
carefully maneuvered around the angry woman and left the office.

AYou c a NVegwe nothiongdo saytoeachother . 0 Amel i a gmoweded at
further into the office to allow the other woman to leave.

AThis isndt true, 0 she said holding up the
hoax but trustme,| 61 1 fi nd out . O

AGi ve me at itdfsenestelligente.elheyphava atime and date stamped on
them.] can seéeghtdésdsowouéino that tattoo omdyour be
movedt o wi t hin inches of Oliviads position.

Ol'ivia grabbed Amel i a0 batttere are.peoplebDut tberethad u e v er
make a |iving out of doctoring photos, 0 she g
even give me courtesy of asking me if it

t he

APeople |Iike you?bo

AWhat 6s that suppose to mean?o

Amel i a felt her anger surface even more at
wrong in her accusation? fAWhy dondét you ever
on anymore? You never discuss anything.Ri ght now it otshelr@aasdm yneu td
because of those,0 she said pointingatthep hot os st i | | clutched i n OII

AYou think so |Iittle of me that you believ
threatened to fall . ADwm byyouy chuarv el aacnky a fd etar uhsotw?

The words took Amelia off guard for a few seconds. Am | wrong?Did the sessions with
Mary Christian spark my own self doubt in my relationship with Olivia? Did | allow that to color my
judgment?There was only way to find out. With chin held high, she faced Olivia and captured her

eyessiCan you truthfully say youdbve never had a

to commit to a permanent relationship | ast ye
With a steadfast gaze, Olivia looked directlyat Amelia. Al 6ve never betray
AProve it?0
Without a word, Olivia attempted to pull Amelia into her arms but was thwarted as Amelia

held out her hand and shouted hoarsely, fAdono

Frowning at the rejection Olivia quietly entreated, i Let 6 s g& 6thd mes hanmd you
how much | |l ove you. o



Amelia hesitated. It was what she wanted to hear but v
Maryods words a few minut es .Sheneeded more thaaphydicali t al |
actions she neededthetrut h. Al canoét ..l @domn@ai kgpofwomwhandd ioVv

Dumbfounded, Olivia took a step back. #fAOk.
home. 0O

Defiantly Amelia stared long and hard at Olivia. It was as though she was seeing her for the
fi rst time. AMaybe one day youodoll get ©pictures
through. o6 She wal ked away her heels clicking

Teal looked up in surprise as Mary Christian reentered the reception area. fils something
wrong?o

Mary,wi t h wi de eyes replied, Al dve never beer
never so terrified in my life. Oh my, I really hate myself,0 she wailed as she exited the building.

What the hecks going or? Teal left her desk, opened the inner door, and heard raised
voices. For a second, she was going to intervene but decided against it. From the odd word she could
decipher, it was personal rather than business. | t défmitely not a good time to interferghe
retreated to her desk and waited.

Moments | ater, Amelia shot out o®oodtnighe door
Teal . 0

With handsonhips, Teal shook her head and muttered,
place heaven meets he | | for nothing. o

Olivia stormed back to her office, picked up the phone, and dialed a familiar number. A Da n,
this is Olivia Santos. I need your help. o



Chapter 14

In a car parked outside of When Heaven Meets Hell, a woman chuckled as she listened to the
exchange bet ween tthrosv yourygrandmetberuadar the biis Yf @ waé td your

advantage Oliviais ave your ass at all cost. o When she s
parking lot, she turned the ignition key on and began her pursuit. What she missed seeing was the
black Harle y t hat s p e dppasite direction.i der i n the o

Amelia drove along the streets caring little for where she was going just as long as it was
away from Olivia. A part of her had hoped t ha
finally stopped the car opposite a large recreational area, she stared blankly out of the window and
allowed her tears to fall.

Finally, she gulped back the lump that had lodged in her throat and took in her surroundings.
Green grass stretched out before her with a tree lined boundary. Several women pushing buggies
were chatting and Amelia surmised that they were sharing stories of the children under their care.
Beyond them, other kids were playing with balls, sliding down a slide, swinging, and going through
the tall maze-like structure that was made of wood. In the distance, she saw older kids playing
soccer.

The more she looked at the park, the more she realized how far away from being a family
entity she and Olivia were. There was no way they could have children either of their own or
through a surrogate. In a nutshell, their lives were too complicated. Yest h sitheGcorrect
description complicated

As the content of the photos flashed in her mind, she knew without a doubt that it had been
Olivia in them. Her partner was right. The pictures could have been from a long time ago. That
would mean that the time and date were false. How did | lose my trust in her so quickly and
effectively?Perhaps her workload had finally taken its toll and she was heading for a breakdown. It

happened more than she cared to admit in her

and paranoia had to leave its mark and no more so thanwithMar y Chri sti ands case
As she thought of the woman, Ameliagroaned.A# Dar n iajyto u@®lviev made me | ¢

complete idiot in front of @©shecriedtdthemopfinasdfanent s .

empty vehicle.

Snorting her disgust, she realized how impossible that was. fiHow could | do thati | 6 newer
meet any of your clients. You won 6a Sheet bmMeew her nosdiltjistef ore s
brings it all back home againd o e s nifsltec a h @t t r usher. me how can |

Her cell phone rang and she picked it up and looked at the caller ID, it was Teal.

AHI .lcedalhere a probl em?0

There appeared to be a grateful si bhYoat t h
did kind of rush off and I just wanted to check that you were ok. Wel,y ou know me. 0

Amelia felt her lips twitch into a tiny smile. iiYes, | do and thanks for your concern.
Somet hing came up and | needed a break. o

Alf you need a friendds shoulder to cry on
Amel i a. o

Choking back a sob of gratitude, Ame | i a qui etly said, #mteeah |
office bright and early. You d o meed to worry. Ok?0



Teal didndét need to be a mind reader. to kn
Left like a demon on the Harley shortly after you. | figured maybe she was going to catch up with
you. O
ANO shebds not,Inreedtogo. | hiekan early right s Wwhat | need. See you in
the morning and thanks again for your concern.1 appr eci ate it. 0O
Teal softly rsSepépevdel RAAWMe i ma. O
The call ended and Amelia stared at the phone in her hand for what seemed to be hours
rather than a few minutes. Finally replacing it back in her purse, she fired the engine of the car and
reversed out of the parking space. As she did, she saw a K-Mart across the street and knew what she
was going to doi at any rate for the night.
Tomorrow was another day and she.tathchandl e
moment, she was going to do what she told Teal. Have an early night. As she maneuvered out into
the traffic, she saw the imposing steeple of St. Agnes and remembered her old friend Father
Michael.



Chapter 15

Parker stopped her vehicle and watched as
she is,0 she said to the empty car. n@Hate i s s
she wants to do with Olivia is abhorrent and

She | aughed as she punched in a number on
target ?o0

AShebs stopped on Vincent. She wentagonso de

AWhi ch apartment?o0

ADondét know. O

AYou dondt know? How the hell did you ever
surveillance?0 Parker closed her phoneand opene

settled a headset in one ear.

ADan, this is Olivia. Something is happeni
AWhat 6s t hhe maje voweagkeel.m, o

AAm | i n DOCO6s sights?o0

AWhat do you mean?o0

ASomeone has taken pictures of me. 0

AWhat kind of pictures?o

AMe and a whore. o

AAre youwiftahmitlhiearHogarth Arms on Vincent?0
AYes. O

AFi nd t he ithadpoewillbsopenifof iicnesi de and wait for n
ATheydre watching me arenb6t they?o0

AJust meet me there, o0 the man said.

When Parker heard the man suck in a deep breath, she knew he was going to warn Olivia.
AFuck! o She felt her heart pounding. ABhdve co
punched in another number and code. When she
opened her cell, pressed four then the star button and waited for an answer.

AYeah, 0 Dan sai d.

AWhere are you?0 Parker asked.

AAr mstrBrid hard

She | ooked at the street name on her monit
get to the place wherSeamwse @oOhdkn mdelwin v oan nteil rl e
had killed when a DOCO team that Dan and Parker organized had him surrounded. The assassin
shot Parker and that caused her to go deep undercover when the organization faked her death.

AYeah. o

Al 6l | m ehebbuldsr whare hb died ds soon as you can. From your current location it
should take about ten minutes tops.o

ABut €0

ANo .Buustts get t here. o



From her vantage point, Parker watched as Dan arrived in the park. A grin filled her face as
she watched him make his way to the boulder. After he stood in position for ten minutes, she joined
him.

AAre you stupid Dan?0 she asked. She could
detected a slight tremble in his body.

Dan swall owed hard. #AWhat do you mean?o

Parker pulledaSigSaurout of her jacket and made a cir
going to warn Olivia werenodét you?Oo

ANo! 0 Dan exclaimed. Al was going to meet

contacted me. O

AYou know Da rotof ydars siueyingspgo@entheir v@iced and their body
|l anguage, 0 she said as she continued circling
away. o0

Dan closed his eyes. The woman was crazy a
tellingyout he trut h. o

Parker | owered the gun. ANo, youbre not bu
motion, you will have to see it to its end. o
d o wn h iVghenfyoa meet with 8antos, you will tellhert hat DOCO i snét i nvol

if she wants you to ask around about the pictures. Tell her that helping her needs to be kept on the
QT. o

Parker | ifted the gun and pressed it betwe
Dan or do | need to monitor your activities?0

ASure, no probl em. o

AGood, wedbdbre on the same page then. o

Once they arrived back to where they parked their vehicles, Parker asked, AiThose twin girls
of your s, how ol d are they now?o

AAl mxsd® Dan sai d padupihe sk hewritt rwae & t hreat
out of this. o

AYoubre all they hlowyurwaife dedlgaving yoota care forthédms a p
al one. Oh, thatds right ,yoghh&v&hadosaonya Meéers
rirght 20 She nudged Dan. AYou getting it on witdt
AOops touched a nerve did I ? Hey your wife 1is

AShut up. Shut the hell up! o

ADonbét go getting your boxer ssitiruethahyoukane ot , 0
|l eaving DOCO after this assignment? Youdbve al
She ran a finger down the mandés cheek. fiYou ¢

Al only signed onameaassede It ot hihek oOlgiawii a ait
operativeéo Dan stopped when he saw Parker | o

AOne | ast hurrah for a friend, how Ityauuc hi n
decide to say anything to Olivia about what we are doing, your girlswillbe t oast . 0

Dan watched as Parker got in her car and droveaway. A She 6s i nsane. |l 6ve

to tell Oliviathats hedos still alive and what her plan is



Chapter 16

Ten minutes later, Dan parked in front of the Hogarth Arms. He saw the Harley and knew
that Olivia had already arrived. He sat there for a while as he tried to figure out what to do. Olivia
was all business when he worked with her. During the downtimes,s he di dndt ehargage
but she always had time for him. Of all the DOCO operatives he ever worked with, Olivia was the
only one he knew unequivocally had his back.
Finally, pounding on the steering wheel, he got out, walked up to the door, and entered the
apartment building. Once he o0 p e n,dedpottehCiviasngd gnded. Slesheldowt big
hand and shook théaWwaemaméadeagohet Bponkel 6d kno
Al didnét. Why did you choose thitwrognl ace?0
The only furniture, if one could call it that was a chair and an old melamine table that sat opposite a
grimy window.

Al chose it because GtsakbetbeDanesaldceWhe
around the room again, he covertly scanned the ceiling for any sign of monitoring devicesss. Ther e 6 s
no way. |l didndédt know | was coming here unti.l
bugged in that amount of time.

Olivia didndét comment i mmedianet yatheg sthal
a |l ook at these and tell me |itheenveloge gontanmgtte f r om

damning photos.
Dan sorted through the pictures before handing them back to Olivia. With a fixed gaze of his
own, he saDOCODTlymwylsdhom@wtt d know that. o
AWorth a shot, thanks. o She turned her ©bac
Dan shook his head. i O jwihy d@es it matter? In the old days, a thing like this would
have been high amusement for you. Besides, you always said that no one gave a shit about who you
were fuckingp What 6s changed?o0
Olivia squared her back as the question hi
Her hand reached out of the door knobt hen she spun around.ofildve ct
change. I got another chance and these pictures have screwed that all up. Is that all you wanted to
k n o she adked with a face that barely disguised her anger.
Dan fought the need to tell the woman everything. Parker had let him off the hook too easy.
All she did was to threaten him and that confused him. Why di dndét she wire me?

right When he | ooked above the door, he saw a min
you c¢an maHeiawardlycringad gs hetpickéd his words carefully. ASometi mes t|
happen for a reason Olivia. Remember when Par

Olivia scowled. The last thing she wanted to remember was Parker and the circumstances
surrounding her demise. She supposed it was fitting for just like then, she was losing everything all

over again. AHow do you go about regaining so
selfish? Do you have a way because | 6d sure |

Dan moved cl oser to OI iotherfaralonjtime.dlou WwWedowe |l B
always thought of you as one of thegoodones. The busi ness wedre in does

successful rehatghonhshf pBa m#iktesedd eviam nh inkpokamidn e .
at me, 1 took a chance and got married only to have my wife die when | was off on a mission. Now,

|l dm the only parent to twin girls, l Om gettin
irfhe truth is always the best way. o



AY e a h, Il 6m one of Ilefhthat bgsinessdnd thongat shat @art df mydifie g h t .
was over. Now, | getthese,0 s he sai d hol di nmgBndmbeethatpvhecyoutry e s i n
and leave the bastards. As to the truth, who the hell knows what the truth isanymore. 6 She t ur n
her back and reached for the door again.

A S ti Ikmw you left the business and have gone on to make a new life. Surely, you realize
that not all your training disappears. Like it or not, you are still bound tothatii t 1 s f or a | i

AYours maybada, midwe tadfefsiel idatyes wi t h. afilhfi ghew
we never would be having this conversationiyouéd be dead. 0 When she sa

face, she closed her eyes. MALook, | 6veelpmad a
find out who is trying to intrude on my |ife.
Danél didnét know who else to turn to,o0o she w

| could depend on you. o

Dan put his haotddeos @®hdvi aog&edémsnbartai ght i
look outside the box. Youdll find the answers

Al dm not inteovesShedal howieddhes gaze to r ema
his eyes moved fractionally, she understood and listened carefully to his next words.

Inalow voice hesaid,fil t 6 giddiB.otThai ngs arendét al ways whati
people should know that.o

Olivia dropped her gaze for she haodsucher an
|l eft

short notice. Ifyou f i nd anything out é0 she e t he sen
understand.
Dan nodded. ASince this has nothing to do
who sent you the pictures. Buifokekadlinhloukdeeveigg. my e
AThanks, you t ake .dtadrse ao fd aynégyeir speuldsb nwdotrt! vdea n ¢
kids of yours to become orphans. 0 She | eft the room without a b

As she exited the building, Olivia considered everything that Dan said. More importantly,
what he did n €yt Then,i t dawned on hig d.m fb®o d gNahiogi dobo r a&ldl
say I s secure. What | need to find out i s why
Harley and headed off in the direction of home. No one was safe. All those she held dear were in
danger.

Listening and watching a remote monitor, Parker watched Olivia leave the room. Her
attention turned back to the man who stood al



Chapter 17

Parker paced the floor of the command st at
Dan had seriously compromised everything she had been working on for almost two years. Dan
would pay for not heeding her warnings but a more pressing matter was how to get her plan back on
track.

She stubbed out a cigarette and looked at the monitors. Thanks to the monitoring device
i mpl anted in Oliviads head years before, she
questioni would she discover the extent. Pulling out another cigarette and lighting it, she began
pacing again. When she heard the door open, she turned and saw Dan Estevez entering the room.

Alt took you | ong enough to get her, o0 Park
Al had to sign some papheapgroachedthewoman.| awyer , 0
Als everything cool with Olivia, o0 she aske
AYou | istened diodnbte yonder sati on

AWhy would I |isten to your conversation D

Parker carefully scrutinized the man noting the beads of sweat on his forehead.

AGet real Parker. You dondét trust anyone. o0
Parker nodded. APerhaps you are right Tha
AWhy do you say that?0 Dan | ooked at the w

AAparent | y, vy o uknow how oldse ydu GnthSardos were in tihe past.
Youdbre stupid and a slow | earner Dan. Il want e
to help me not go behind my back and screw me.o

The low ominous tone ofthewo mandés voice had Dan wiping a
di dndét t el Itoldheetrh aatn yttehkinngg tlhose pictures washn¢

A mani acal |l augh filled the room as Parker
Ol i vi a wo eineahinghdhindg énti ntgls ar endt a?ADwgoythinkwhat t he
mentioning my name wouldndét start her wonder.
Al candt control what she thinks or doesnbo
AShe doesndg. &now anythin

Again, Parker laughed as she moved to within a fraction of an inch of the man. AKnow wha
she said after she closed thémdberAag Dani sboe

do, or say is secur&low tell me Dan, does that sound likeyoud i dndét t el | her anyt
The realization that the monitoring of Olivia went farther than he knew made Dan close his
eyes and shake his head. AHow do you know t ha

A Do vy o that lustiausmdany of yours will survive the accidents he 6 s abdawt t o
AYou Herarmmekidsout of t hi s! My family has noth
An evil smile formed around Parker 6ssaw i ps
the Harley pull into the warehouse.
ANow | et 6s s e e shallwe 2amo she faid ag she turned the violgie @ip and
zoomed in on Olivia.

Olivia skidded to a stop in the warehouse ignoring her usual meticulous parking of the
machine. It was precariously standing on the bracing leg in a haphazard position as she threw her
helmet to ground giving the silent area a hollow echo. She strode past the object as it spun around
before it finally came to a stop when Olivia reached the console.



Alf you scum are | istening to ofeogslycduane. goi ng
When | 6m d othmere willvde nothingyefi hut ashes. Her finger punched in several keys
and she walked up and down the area waiting impatiently.

A bleep sounded on the console and ignoring the comfortable chair, she leaned over to look.

AThank you for nothing! That tells me exactly
ACome on brain give me a sign. Tel/l me what t
another code and the DOCOetednd | sare ciafmel ®dm tskcir rel
shall we. 0

Her eyes scanned the feed she6d called up.
would have beenerasedii t wasndt. Anot her g Whysstitistidactivg?3he p e d
knewshehadn ot accessed the files in over a year, b

other had the password. Punching in more keys she download the log of the last year, it was going to
take a while but shedd find orugd eixmcttHe mrhiavxat
little shit Dan | ied to me.o Her | ips pulled

The s mi
i Seems as

I on Parkero6s |l ips expanded as she

t
Ol'ivia or m

e

I

e

hough shed$ai d owintdh yauc bhwd k IDa .ni, W d

e?0

AHow does she have access to those files?
Par ker et out another chuckle. fAShe sees
Dan stood frozen in place. Hesudden | v r eal i zed the enormity of

She controls everything. | 6ve got to do somet
As i f she heard his thoughts, Par ker said.

the consequencesofthos e acti ons | ong and hard. You have t
Dan swallowed hardi nothing was worth the lives of his family. Calm came over him as he

thought about the files he put on a disk and gave to his lawyer to mail to Olivia if anything happened

to him. Alf anything happens to them or me | pr or

Olivia walked over to the answering machinei there were two messages. Uneasily she
pressed the recall. The first messedipemedoas fr o
dinner next month. The second was a terse message from Teal.

AO, you need to talk to Amelia. She sounds
good f or Simplesand to thepant. 0

If Teal knew why Amelia was depressedshecertai nl y woul dndt be askir
However, she needed to hear Ameliabds voice ev
know shebds safe. 0 She picked up the phone and
rings, her voice mail answered.

AAmel i a will you call me please. 0

She then headed back to the console and the long session she knew she was in for to solve
the puzzle that was as far as she was concerned about to be unraveled.



Chapter 18

Parker sat watchingamonit or t hat | ead directly to the o]
|l ooking, 0 she whispered. Altdés there. I f you
Al @gongt o my apart nmelndtl,l0 bDeanb ascaki dafter | 8611 b
shift.o
Inalowt hr eatening voice, Parker said, Al dono
AWhat do you want me to do? Sit around her
With a swivel of her chair, Parker fixed h
On top of that, you threatened me with retribution. 6 She shrugged. Al think
retribution is you for sidetracking the plan that took me year to develop. 0
Al told you | didndét do anything. Do you t
Parker got up, walked to the coffee pot,and pour ed some in a cup. f
calm your nerves, 0 she said handing the man a
Al dondt want <coffee. | &m going home. 0 The
shiveri Parker was certifiable. | needtogetot of here. The chiredly needs
doing with all the resources heds made avail a
Parker grabbed his ar m. Al said drink the
When she saw the | ook o nmugthher mooth andsgpped tre cofee. s h e
Al'tés not poisoned if thatés what youdre thin
Dan nodded and took the cup. He knew she w
poison in the coff ee .Hewiolldpheamrd and pdacate herantilhahed, 6 h e

an opening to leave or figured out what she was going to do next. She might be crazy but she needs

me if shebdbs going to pull this operation of f.
AOh, right, you donodot take it Dbl ackditdoo you
hi m, and watched as he stirred it into his co

After gulping the coffee, Dan looked at Parkerwhowas dr i nking the cof f
we should get in touch with the chief and see if we are going in the right direction with this
operation. o

ANot necess arcarte blancketVee argto get ©livia lvaak in the fold at any
cost. o

Dan found it incredible that the chief had put his stamp of approval on what she was
currently doing. He rubbed his eyes beforeh e swal | owed more coffee. dl
youdbve gone heddéd The man | ooked at Parker t
fell to the floor.

ABecause you pissed me off, 0 she said as s
dead, she rolled a dolly to the body and put on gloves. After loading the man on the cart, she
wheeled him to the elevator and took him to the parking area under the building. She fished in his
pocket, took out the keys to his car, and unlocked the trunk. The man was quite a bit larger than she
was, and weight at least a hundred pounds more. The cart had an automatic lifting device and getting
him into the truck was a breeze.

ANow where do you want your | ast resfilfhg p
river it 1is.0

Parker stood on the bank of the same river where she and Olivia had made love on many
occasions. It was somehow fitting that Dan the traitor would rest there for eternity. Not even DOCO
would find him for she removed his trackingdevice bef ore rol ling the vehi



depths. She remembered his veiled threat and

l awyer will act. Pity they wild!@ never know. 0
She walked quickly back to the highway and entered a small diner. Ordering coffee and pie,

she let out a happy sigh. Soon Olivia would start piecing together the parts of the puzzle she had left

for her. Al't wondét be I ong now O. 0
The woman standing at her table with the p
Parkerlooked wup and smil ed. ANot hing, I was ju
del icious. o

When she finished the last bite, Parker pushed the plate away and smiled. Olivia would be
back in her arms before she knew it.



Chapter 19

Amelia smiled as she watched Father Michael Bright listen with an intent expression to one
of his parishioners. It was an elderly woman who had a weathered look to her features that would
rival any rocky range. As her lips moved, her small shaking hand brought a handkerchief to her
eyes. It made Ameliads sensitive nature respo
she knelt and began to pray as she waited for her friend to finish.
Time had no meaning to Amelia until a peaceful voice interrupted her contemplation of her

life.

ADo you need any help Misséo The manés Kkin
AAmel ia what a surprise,o0o the priest said as

Amel i a moved from her kneel i ngMomentslatdr,sh@ n an
smiled warmly at the priest. Al wasnodt sure i
isitbeenit en year s?o0

The priest chuckled. fAiMore | i ke fifteen an

However, it never did suit you. As | recall, you were always in trouble for having a less than tidy
appearance at vespers.o

Amel i a | aughed. AYou make it sound | i ke |
Sound of Music. 0 She felt Ilugukoseofahe inaayanemoriesve i g h
they shared of their early days in the churc
she also had to | eave behind many of her fri
remember father Johansson chastising you most evenings and always on Sunday. We never did find
out what you were up to.o

They both lapsed into silence at the mention of the deceased and exorcised old priest.

AHave you time for a pot of t gaacidemtandfélt d you
the need to pray. o

O > O

Amel i a smiled her thanks. Al was hoping yo
who made a decent pot of tea. Although, Il st
The sandy headed priest smiledandbowe d hi s head at the compl in
dear Amelia. My grandmother taught her children who then passed the knowledge onto their own
chil dren. Now step into my parlor and you can
Amel i a k n é&pryindn Bhe queatisnnhdw much should she dare share with the
priest? Then, as they walked toward a room at the side of the church, she realized that she could
share anything.
Three hours | ater, Amelia | augledvdticamBHe t he a
fell down the steps to land at the feet of the current Pope.
A We | | at | east heoll remember you. Not man

much better just talking about old times and

progressed from late afternoon tea to sharing a home cooked dinner by his very competent and able

housekeeper. The woman had growled her welcome and given Amelia a look that Olivia would be

proud. When the priest had introduced her as a friend from his early church days and that she was an

emi nent psychiatrist, the woman had thawed a

|l aced with poison. Shedd heard some strange s
Michael nodded thenhisb r own eyes caught hers and he sm

tell me why you came to my church? | think we



Amel i a shook away his glance and stared at
why | came. | guess | was feeling |l ost and | h

mi ght help and it did. o

The priest nodded and then reached out and
confession Amelia?bo

Al énoénot aMhetnhils dtoi, mé 01 | be back for sure
Amel i a turned her hand enabling her to squeez

ARi ght, so if it i1isndédt to confess your sin

been at the parish only two weeks? Sister Claudine banished you from the dinner table because you
arrived late and Father Jo had already prayed for our supper. Your face was a classic as it is now.
6Deep watersd Father Jo used to say of sawou. 0O
the cringe on her face and assumed that she was recalling the memory.

Amelia frowned. She and Michael were both in their early novitiate years when the incident
occurred. They were effectively under supervision at the parish. Neither one of them could be called

the perfect trainee. fiYeah the battl eaxe was
conscience. It makes you wonder doesndét it?o0

Mi chael nodded. fAYes, he missed her dreadf
church.Whatwas it nowéoh must be ten years plus. Th

have a suspicion Father Jo knew. 0
The sadness of that episode, which neither of them had been present for, brought a dark
cloud to the table.
Al 6m i n | ove, 0Theblael stateraent prabably qurprisee rer.as much as the
priest who raised his eyes at the announcement.
ADo you want to discuss barrcatan? dh aMi shtaeeldi aan
to make a public announcement of marriage.

Ameliashookher head. Al wish it was that easy. W
argument . | said it was over.o

The priest didndédt say anything for a few m
pragmati c. I suspect it wneeasenfdledwithhighsand lolvoDide 1 s
you mean it when you said it was over?0o0

ANo, of course not but | candét wunderstand
honest when we realized how we fel tnlhakeout eac

serious doubts about the other persondés verac
realized for the first time how late it was getting. Olivia will be freaking out.

Als this the first time youdve been in | ov

Ameliahesitat ed. fiYes, it makes the emotional <co
seem insipid to how | feel now. 0

Mi chael had always felt that Amelia hadnot
him her body and mind but never the true passionate embrace that enabled a person to give up
everything in sacrifice to the Lorddés work. A
without this person in iténo matter what they

Can 1?The question swirled around in her brain. She could go through the motions of living
buuhow woul d she feel if she |l ost the magical c

AThen you go back and patch it up with you
remember that | 6m theoprdioedgthat hat Heowglrd nime dh a

toward her as they both gazed out of the window.



will, o Amelia answered softly. Al guess

I

ael .

he man shook his head. #l itslowheforeyodlcomeanyt h

me agai n. Next time bring your young man.

God. 0 He chuckled as he felt Ameliads arms go
A few minutes later, after saying their goodbyes, Amelia began to push the door open then

suddenly stopped, turned,and added, Al ol | bring her next Sun
Father Michael stood at the door of the house long after Amelia had driven off as his brain

finally registered that Amelia said O0shed.



Chapter 20

A bl ank expression took residence on Ol i vi
spent at the computer console had revealed a
her calls all night and it was after ten, which made the situation even more fraught in her mind.

Slamming her fist down on the hard table next to the screen, she cursed. i Da mn y o u ! I
youodve |l eft me a trail now where the hell S

Parker watched OIliviadés out buwersdsnakemtd | augh
would have bitten you long ago. The nun has made you soft.0

Punching in the final set of codes that she and Kate Edstrom her old handler at DOCO had
used to communicate, she waited for the computer to show her the last three months activity. As she
waited,here yes dropped to the photos strewn on the

earlier in thleThatvéasnithhgee dRaftheast 6sn itthose phot os,
empty room.

Shaking her head, fPar kkeoru Oh inokwv ed.u éir@o acdc i n
need to | ook outside the box. The key is ther

should be. o

Olivia manipulated the dates and times on the photos in every way she couldi nothing. i Ok ,
sothatd i d n 6.tWhaitiee he am I missing?0 Ol i vi a snaked a hadd t hr
glared at the screen in an attempt to intimidate the information from the memory core.

Al guess | need to show you efdieshebegaryto 06 Par k
type. Olivia, the path is as familiar as yournan&h e pressed send and watc
reaction.

AWhat the fuck!o Oliviabds eyes widened as
name, talk about cryptic. Ok dumbo, think,thi nk. 6 She f ur i oSheDeyiwithy ped i
the date and waited. A slight smile tugged at her lips as a file appeared on the screen. Then she
entered a line on the instant message pad.

Who are you?

Parker could tell Olivia was rattled and that caused a peal of laughter to echo around the

room. AHow wonderfully delicious (tThiag 6iss ,fd rs hm
knowandyoutofindouwou 6 veo hmany c¢clues that youdbve miss
alwayswereable o pi ck out the sublime. Whatds happen

Oliviagrowled and typed, don 6t be so sure you know me ofr
Immediately, Parker typed, be sure you are ready for the answers you seek before you open
that file.
Ignoring the taunt, Olivia accessed the file. Then her head hit the desk as she digested the
surveillance footagei someone was watchinghere ver ywher e and t hat meant

me youdbre in my home. 0 Her v o indstredatone pidceyofac ar r i
video stream that showed her in the shower.
Again Parker laughed. Youdve gone soft i n t,hothindisecald OI i v

surprise you. The question now what are you going to do about it?
Softamlgoingsoftfrue she di dndét have shedavethatudfgeely s he ¢
when she and Amelia grew closer. Amelia.The thought of her partner being in danger at this level
made her stomach muscles tighten so hard she felt like they were going to burst through her skin. It
finally dawned on her that not only had she been watched twenty-four seven but whoever had the



direct feed into her home could hear and probably see exactly what was happening. Sucking in a
deep breath, she gave the last message a long hard stare then typed, why?
While she waited, Olivia made a few keystrokes and opened up the IP tracking program that
Phil had installed.
You know why Olivia..Ammeludae iAsh@thyes avkke cwre dw
attempt to trace the IP address, Parker shook her head. Do you really think that will work?
Closing her eyes at the reference to her partner, Olivia knew she was in big trouble. Whoever
was doing this not only could see and hear her, but also apparently could read her mind. That meant
either one of two thingsi the other party was a telepathist or they knew her as well as she knew
herself. She could count on the fingers of one hand how many knew her that welli no one at DOCO
was on that list. Her parents, brother, and Parker were all dead. That left only Ameliai no way was
she responsible. Ok s o .I[Exactly vehat fiotyou wantdm me?
What theyodére doing to youNomecarTattenwhathaBher e 6
been set in motior¥ou and those you love are in grave dany¢ith a maniacal laugh, Parker
added, YOUBVE BEEN WARNED!
Typing furiously, Olivia realized that the tone of message meant the onlooker was ready to
cut the connection.You 6 r e not 7DQd@re poveit.y o u
Parker took a deep breath and exhaled loudly. The time had come to sever the connection.
All will be revealed when the time is right.
Olivia snorted as she returned the message immediately. You want me to leave town, the
state,or the country maybe. Come,gou have to do better than a dire warningaonomputer
screen. How do | know, other than some sophisticated surveillance equigiraepou can do
anything damaging to people | care about. You could be a geeky kid in high school who hacked into
somet hing they s ho Wliuafelthe adeemalih rush ofehe situation perhgps f u n .
she had been going soft but not anymore.
Pushing back from the monitor, Parker lit a cigarette and watched the smoke she blew out
dance lazily over the screen. The fact that Olivia was taunting her made her smile. You learned your

trade wel |l Olivia. Attack the messenger to ge
about it, a geeky kid wouldndét know about the
For a second, Olivia considered the comment then shook her head as a feral smile laced her
lips.
Nun?
Parker considered her next move. She swiveled in her chair and activated another monitor.
With sever al key strokes, she activated the w

You have no control. They have all the power.
Is that it? All you have isrickery with a few bells and whistles. You have to do better than
that. Olivia walked over to the panel on the wall closest to the vehicles parked there and opened the
casing. Then she removed the circuit breaker and effectively doused the sound and the flashing
lights
The game needed to endi it was a stalemate. Olivia was back into She Devimode and that
was all that mattered. Il n that frame of mind,
what Parker wanted. She typed, all you need to do i put the pieces togethdhen severed the
connection. As a parting shot, Parker allowed Olivia to see what she did. She watched as the image
of Olivia filled the womands screen before sh
Olivia briefly saw the final message and her own image before the screen went blank and her
computer began to reboot itself. As it did, she sat back in her chair contemplating the events of the



evening. There really was only one thing to do. If it meant that Ameliawass af e t hen t hato
mattered. Wi th a heavy sigh, she shook her he
the moment | pulled the trigger on the DA. Ta
have allowed the authoritiestod o t hei r job i nstead of becoming
An eye for an eye doesndét al ways payoff. o

Her cell phone rang at that moment and she looked at the caller ID. For a second it made her
smile as she allowed her feelings for the caller to impinge just for a second on what was going to be
the rest of her lifei hell. Then, she powered down the phone. She needed to leave the warehouse
before she talked to Amelia. When they did talk, it wouldn @b what she originally plannedi it
would be totally different. A few minutes later, the roaring sound of her Harley filled the warehouse
with a squeal of rubber to tarmac.



Chapter 21

A knock on the door to the motel room that Amelia had rented for the night broke the silence
of the room. She stepped out of the shadows to peer through the spy hole to check who the visitor
was. Her fingers shakily lifted the security latch and she opened the door to the darkness of the night
and the visitor.

Ol'iviads heart pounded as detheecomtbdable opened
remar kably spacious room. When shedéd finally
at the motel. It seemed odd to meet there but considering her current situation it was what was right
for her.

AHI , thankssof olratsee,edi nQl invei a said as she ent
Amelia.

Amelia wanted desperately to fling her arms around the taller woman and simply hug her but
refrained. With a slight incline of her head, Amelia nodded toward the small table with two chairs.

The tiny neon clock next to the bed read midnight.

Composing herself, Amelia quietly replied,

Ol'iviads eyes flew around the room refusin
her . Al thinkstt&sthimeul atvast hmgpeprevious | i

Al thought wedd done toAmeliatlppece sty bit a | on

Fi shing in her pocket, Olivia produced the
what | did. o

Amel i ads eyes dasshesipertidconjued up theemagesafa kaked Olivia
with several strangers. Her | ips twisted in d

Seeing the |l ook of disappointment on Amel i
womanis he di dndét. Al | ove youn Whenrya saidyoalovedanaity one |
turned my world upside down. o6 Olivia fixed he
| ove. You deserve so much better. o

AShoul dndét | b e t h dderpyesdngeenorobbuncedlofhtiie packétin t he s

themi ddl e of t he t.¥doWeeeintinfatywvatoiothér waenen and you timird by
telling me now that you love me will make itallgoaway-i t 6 s n®8® @Ameblbgh shot h
back to Olivia and saw the tell-tale twitch an eyebrow as she digested the words.

AWi Il you at | east | et me explain?o
Although she was seething inside, Amelia schooled her features to show no sign of her inner
emotional struggl e. f Gdabavhaepatdi vyeo ua uhdaiveen cteh.edc f o

AYou already Kk
executioner and Kk
repul sion. When s
butwentto wor k f or a

n o wwad murdeted | appointedmysetfyudgb, jurg, antd e r

il 1l ed the man responsi bl e. 0
he saw only a blank expressi
covert government organizat:i

assassin for them. |l 6ve | ost track of how man
working for them two years ago because | wanted to have a life withyou6 She | ooked i nt
eyes. ADo you want me to go on?o

The room became eerily silent as Amelia tried to equate the woman she knew with the other
beast Olivia professed to be. That was the only word that came to mind when Olivia called herself
an assassin. True, she knew about the original taking of a life along with others committed in the
l ine of duty. Although she didndét condone the



Yet, Ol i vi ads conf es s inoreasortother thah ecold blodddd muyder ohflled] i v e s
her to the bone.

As the silence extended, Olivia felt her S
under st and, she didnot know what shedéd do. il
whatlwasisinexcusabl e but 1 o6ve tried. | really have

AThe peopl werethey had pkopld? Die ydu kill them to protect someone as you
did for Sister Marie and me? Or, did ordinary people likemeb e c o me y o LAmelidaskedme t s ? C
ast rangl ed voice. It took all of Ameliabds self
question betrayed her as she fought the urge to bury her head in the sand. | want to wake up and find
that this nightmare has disappeared.

Oliviahungherhead. A They were drug deal ers, assass

were the scum that resides in the underbellie
Amel i a. Al never KkKilled anyone wbpon dndA®mel daéd
she added, fAAt | east thatdéds what my handl ers

The sadness that shroydendhd@l iAmed 6 sa 6wh diléeear d €

was always taught that if people were truly repentant of their sins they would be forgiven.o
Ol'ivia cautiously reached across the table

the gesture, Olivia said, il |l ove you. Every
strength to | eave that | if e bnebuidingdightou dfthevor k o
ugly darkness that | once |lived in. o

The hand felt warm but it didndét remove th

Ol i vi a Ishe said with fleereyes, fatused on the packet in the middle of thet a b | e .aid A Yo u
you left that life behind and yet you can still do that to me. Do you have any idea how seeing those
made me feel? I feeli nadequate. 0

Swallowing hard, Ol i vi a sai d, AEvery time | O&6m near y
hand and c arcehseseekd AinYeolui aabrse so pure and good.
just wouldndét be right. Thatodés why | went to

A Y @ wasked me to forget and forgive your pastyety ou candét dol 6tdh acta lwi t
t hat sel fi sh OIedmeitoapend nMydife éna gedestaldbnedceaminis e you canbo
asawomantoshareyourbedd6 Amel ihekeyeb|l ad she dragged her h
and stood up.

Ol'ivia got to her feet and pul | elidessAfrmg | i a i
life to spill over onto you. Rightnow,s omeone i s watching everything
she whispered.

For a few seconds, Amelia felt the security and love she had for Olivia wash over heri it was
a cleansing experience. i | koo @ligia and until the day | die I will always love you. | know it 0 s
a melodramatic statement and one you will no doubt shy away from as you usually do. However,i t 6 s
the truth. What | want from you in return is that you love me as you would if we each had ordinary
pasts. Can you do that? Can you stop using prostitutes for sex? If ~ y o u it ve canmaatter if
someone is watchingmeoryouiwe wi | I no | onger be together. o

Olivia pulled back slightly and looked into the face she loved before they kissed. The kiss
they shared out of mutual desi FsieewalldmagesAmetiad. Th
hers in all ways. Picking her up, she carried her to the bed and gently laid her down. With patience
and | ove, she pul |l ed eAdrHeldeyestodksinthe firg foundgbeastn o v er
where puckered nipples protruded. Once she took off her leathers, she slowly lowered her body and
gently kissed Amel i a. Al want to make | ove wi



All uncertainties and doubts evaporated asAme | i a f enbkéd body sensuousty ksn
across her skin. She was in heaven and the hell that might be knocking on the door would simply
have to wait. She drowned in the kisses that Olivia placed on her body.

Par ker s cr e aelstehed to tvHdt@as obviausty sex tietween Olivia and

Amel i a. Al wi || not allow this to happen.

up her car keys, and rapidly left the observation room.

0

Sh



Chapter 22

Parker sat outsidethemote | and cursed. AFuck, how coul d
stop Olivia from making | ove with Amelia, she
door and that angered her. It was her first mistake and it had to be the last.

Formulating a plan, she quietly got out of her vehicle and moved closer to the one the nun
owned. With a key protruding from between her fingers, she scratched WHMH. She then returned to
her vehicle, parked across the street, and waited.

Amelia knewshewasstar i ng but she couldné6t help it tF
permanent fixture on her face since she and Olivia made love. Her grin intensified when she saw
Ol'iviads eyebrow move in a quirky motion.

AHave | devel oped a zi ttopmedstaringatng kincewbgotc a u s e
out of bed?06 The skin at the corner of OIlivia

ANo, definitely not zits. Are you coming h

Olivia shook her head and pulled Ameliaclose.il dondét think i tbés saf

The body close to hers had an immediate effect as Amelia rested her head on the broad
shoulder.It was t he same p ihesnight beforaaftesOlivaatmdke &l hedpeedousu p
notions of what making love was all about. Sated, she would be happy to stay within the circle of
those loving arms forever. However, stark reality proved to be the immovable object after Olivia
explained the current predicament they faced.

Al need t o égckthesandafeved d chu megrstirsand out df theke bebore
you know it. If you recall, you encouraged me to put the important things all in one place in case we

had to make a quick getaway. | never understood whyu n t i | now. 0O

Al &m sorry it hasi tdo bBelthegsewmg, 0l OwWanmt at
|l Om a target you might end up in their sights
and silent for a while until this is over.o0o S

on her side. She needed to expose whoever was watching her before she and Amelia could get on
with their lives.

Amelia sighed heavily.In t he space of seven htehgsand hedd
lows of a relationship in a short space of time. Although Olivia was trying to be gentle with her over
the situation,.s he knew from the telltale | idtewasa®tstr a
something she could sweep under the carpet and hope it went away. It might well be with them for
the rest of their lives.

n Ok, I understand. Wil |l you bAmldobingd? t o con
Silent means silent right?

Olivia closed her eyes briefly. Aimayet a di d

anyway. fAOnce le gcoanunbdee rncoo veearn ttahcetr. 06 When she
she said, fAlt wono6ét be for | ong. Il just need
Al'f you candét what happens then?0o0
ATo tell you the truth, |1 donét knowso She
out there monitoring my every move. 0O She saw
pretty sure webre safe here. |l need to discov
best to proceed. 0



Amelia struggled with the emotional storm brewing in her body as she realized that this
could be the last time they were ever together. It was hard to take but even harder to remain calm.
Al f 1 tétshd&dYCODanbdt tempt you back can they?o0
Shaking her head, Ol i vi aovseari.do, SihNeo .s uTchkaetd pi
snét feel |i ke something DOCO would do. Th
ources on harassing me. o0 She eyed her | ove
she said, filoldemewittheryhiwaramdthaei rectly
indirectly there was something going on
He seemed an ok guy and you trust him?0
Yeah | do. He and | worked together on a
bac k . 0
A We 6 r
l i a f
Al th
0

d
r
n
t

D O wn o

> O ®d O
o 7 e ' B i

bad p?lPheasei dbndohodlpaaam atya Kve ei
she caught Oliviads eyes an
in a situation thatés out of
is behind this . e pulled Amelia close again. fYea
AThen u go do what you have to do and |
her and felt Oliviads heart rate increase.
After a few minutes of complete silence as they relished the closeness of their bodies, Olivia
broke the calm.

Al want you to
Amel i a heard t
ADonb6t waste vy
d

r

Ame

o T

I 'S o Ol i
roi i ed,
i f 0t Mo |
one el se to your

ty escaped bef e Amel i
@mog diemg pteo swai asumt idlo 1

e me two th

ous tone an

e appy.d nigf f
year, please fin S
A gasp of incre
(I never | wuvel
promi se. 0

i fe.

t hat 6s
Olivia all owed her emotions t
Amel i a nodded then replied, A
With a slight smile, Olivianodded, f@Aok. o
ADondt become an &sts ansosuilnd tboe swaovret hmye slsi fief

D

S
0
a

o show sl ight
I want you to

|l 6d rather spend the rest of my I|ife visiting
then to have that happen. o
Swallowing hard,Olivi a nodded. Al can promise you | w

in fateds hand. 0
Amelia looked at the clock on the bedside table.iWe have t o?2g&heodododnwe
for the reply as she disentangled from Olivia and reached for her possessions.

Opening the door partially, OI i vshes@vsioneeye s
Pulling the door open further, she allowed Amelia to exit the motel room.
AStay between me and the buil di mweytheareaashe c a

she walked Amelia to her car. When she saw WHMH scratched into the side of the vehicle, she
immediately shielded Amelia.
fiWhat 6s the probl em?0



ASomeonebdés vandalized your car, 0 Olivia sa

rise in her throat. The situation had taken on
said.

Amel i a heard a tremorthand h eédirce wewenrt elre &rl d vh ¢
safe placeandy ou go find out. a&wvhods behind all this

Ol'iviads eyes rested on a dark sedan with
from the motel. AAmelia, 0 she said in a | ow s
there until | come back for you. o

AWhy?o0

AJust do wapl di saatébHl & e

Petulantly Amel i a r es plaanthke chre of myseld. Besitespt a c h
graffiti on a car is hardlyuncommon.I| can get it repaired. o

ADamn it Amelia, will you just do what | s

A Act wal Ily. Misinadpdrtnership. Give methekeys.1 & m goi ng to col |
| canodot live my |ife in the shadows | i ke you
and kissed the startled expression of Oliviabo

Olivia responded by pulling Amelia closer. Shewh i sper ed, Al O0ve spotte

us. | need you to go into the room and lock the door. Will you do that for me? Give it a half an hour
and then leave.0
Amel i a felt a childl run down her spine at
face. iOk , b e s af eturnmpwerd ibaak to thé rabm, and lacked the door.
Crouched down in the seat of her car, Parker looked at the monitor that picked up the picture
from the small camera mounted on the door. She watched Olivia pull the nun behind her while she

surveyed the area. ASo youdre going to flush
Her | aughter filled the car. AYou wondét see i

Just as she said those words, she heard Ol
When she | ooked out of the window, she coul d

ignition key, she turned on the engine and pulled away just as the Harley began to leave the motel
parking lot.

After making two sharp turns and pulling into a parking garage, Parker stopped her car. She
watched as the Harley passed by and sighed in
canb6t. o She needed to get a grip on her emoti



Chapter 23

Ame |l i a 0 sacktohame maebgen dpotent mixture of wonder and pain. Wonder at
the |l ove making shedéd shared with Olivia who
passion rise inside her body just before her first ever orgasm. When she tentatively and somewhat
shyly began to make | ove to Olivia, she was s

been remarkable.
After their first session of love-making they talked for a short time and Olivia had admitted
that her body had been so tightlyst r ung i n frustration shedd al mo:
Amelia had suckled her nipples for the first time. After that, it had been several more hours of
exploration and sensual appreciation of what they both enjoyed.
Pain had come later much later when Olivia had explained the full extent of the trouble they
could possibly be facing. There had been no time for tears. She dearly would love to shed some, as
she felt the happiness they had walked the fires of hell to achieve again wrenched back out of her
grasp. They agreed that their office code would be the sole contact, no more no less and only in dire
emergency. Other direct contact would be impossible until this was all over.
As they | ay wrapped in each oncoonerdigia ar ms p
made one request. If the worse happened and they found her body, she wanted Amelia to have her
remains cremated and placed next to her dad. It had been a poignant request and one Amelia had
agreed upon reluct armtyleys. whheen Ischekd di f i merl |lyo wsea
anguish at the prospect lessen.
As the warehouse came into her line of vision, she sighed deeply. The only words rolling
around in her head were, | love you Olivia, stay safe and pledaSed let her come back ime.

Olivia roared out of the motel 6s parking |
direction that the vehicle did only to lose it. She traveled several more blocks before she backtracked
to the motel. The dust cloud she created as her wheels skidded to a halt looked like she felti bemused
and angry.
In the space of twenty-four hours, her life had changed completely. The love she shared with
Amel ia had been more than shedd ever rBadperien
been for her a special gift that she had taken and tenderly unwrapped adoringly with every
movement and sound that emanated from the woman. The love that Amelia showed her made her
realize what true love was all about. In the moment that Amelia reached her first orgasm, she knew
that all the other times in her life that she thought was in love paled in comparison. She was amazed
at her responses when Amelia had made love to her for the first time. It was like the first time all

over againi thistimeitwas mor e i ntense and inside, she fel
She was angry that she had to leave Amelia behind. The thought that they might never see
each other again was as if she were deprived of oxygenis he eventual ly woul d di

calmness and understanding helped her focus on what had to happen. That focus would ensure she

found not only who was playing games with her but why. As far as she was concerned, this was the

|l ast game theyoéd play with her. One way or an
Olivia pulled her phone from her jacket and pressed a contact number on her list. When the

phone at the other end connected, she said one sentence then ended the call without waiting for a

reply. fADarker than dreams. 0



Back inthe roominthebuilding acr oss from Ol iviads wareho
trembling hands. Shed6éd made some major errors
to get a hold of my emotions, 0 she saidpto th
inside the warehouse.

Her fingernails drummed on the table as she watched the nun get out of her vehicle and walk

toward the |living area. fiYou need to be deal't
phone ringing she switch to the monitort hat woul d all ow her to hear
voice speaking darker than dreamseminded her of the conversation the two women had the night
before. ATheyobére stildl using the same code na

As she formulated a new plan, she emitted a low growl. Moving to another computer, she
brought up the folder where she kept all the voice recordings of both Olivia and the nun. Rubbing a
hand across her chin, she contemplated how to
names.t@®rMyes of the universe, was the nunds <co
darker than dreams was for Olivia.

APerfect, 0 she said as she began to piece
first attempt, she clicked play.

ADar k edrr etahmasné Ame | i a, l &dm in trouble. o

Parker | aughed. #Altodés a |ittle rough but w



Chapter 24

Amelia retrieved the satchel that held her important documents, passport, birth certificates,
and diplomas. She was glad that Olivia had made her organize the items or it might have taken an
age to find things. The clothes she decided to take were minimali anything she needed in the interim
she could buy new.

Once she had her suitcase packed along with the satchel loaded in the Element, she looked
around. She had an overwhelming feeling that it was the last time she might be there in that
capacityi it was odd and rather unsettling.

Then she thought about the computer. Maybe, just maybe Olivia had sent her a final message
or instruction. It would be just like her lover to do that. After all, the computer console was her
baby. Seconds later, she sat at the chair that still had O | i vperfange still lingering in the fabric. It
made her heart race. Punching in her personal code, she waited for the email to load.

Parker watched the nun put thingsoi®he a b
chuckledandsaid, iLi ke she can hide from me.d As she co
logs and saw thatthetracer on Ol i viabés motorcycle no | onge
either O. 106l1 deal with you | ater. o

When she saw the nun sit in front of the ¢
you. O

A disappointed | ook felsceenbliekdd, nomessagema®@/ithma 6 s f a

sigh she was about to switch the computer into sleep mode when an instant message popped onto
her screen. For a second she felt her heart pound in the hope it might be Oliviaiitwa s.n 6 t

Boo, guess who??? If you thinkyy 6 r e safe from me, think aga
Parker smiled as she saw the | ook of amazemen
the poor I ittle nun | ooks scared. o

Astonished at the message Amelia sat at the screen in a daze, at least now she knew that
Ol'ivia wasnodét overreacting. Well she wasnoét g
professional instinct kicked in as she ignored the message and moved to switch the machine off.

Parker watched as the woman beganthesh ut down process. AOh no yc

through with vy o ufyduswhithehe mazhine afflaryd ighoyepne then your life will
end that much sooner

A faint smil e .diuthigperdonwamsdolplayaainss. Ok,i pls@lbny g o
with the ruse.o Perhaps it might help if she gleaned information that Olivia might use.

You donot have the power over my |ife, onl
Having overheard the nundés c onimmé&agaisnun, Par ke
t his i slh@avet hae rpuoswee.r over your | ife, Oliviaodos |

wayéperhaps that annoying midget.

The mention of Teal had her mind reeling in horror as she neglected to notice that the person
on the other end used teédveaOlwapredicted Taking &déep bredtt wa s
and attempting to control her shaking fingers, which made the odd typo, she tried to respond as
casually as she could.

How do you know nfeHave we met?

With a deep laugh, Parkertyped,d on 6t t ry yoduwer omsymehnumahb t we
know that | am the one who is pulling all the strings. You and your friends are my puppets.



Exactly what do you want from gdrom us?
Parker leaned back in her chair and digested what the nun had asked and how she would
respond. | think you already know the answer to that. By the way(laaswanky plac&hereyour
folks live It would be a shame to see it go up in flames.
Amelia frowned. Whoever was communicating with her had no sense of balance in their life.
If they were puppets, the puppet master usually manipulated rather than destroyed. It was an odd
mix of words. She tried to decipher just how dangerous the person was to her and Teal. Olivia could
and would take care of herself and perhaps that was the key. She typed a reply and sat back in her
chair waiting for the response.
You arendét interested ,arelyoue or anyone el se
The conversation was beginning to bore Parker as she lit a cigarette and let the smoke flow
over the monitor. Finally, she typed, all you need to know is that you no longer haomene
watching your bacKThatwill be your undoing
Calmly Ameliareplied That 6 s where you are wrong.
ADamn it why isndt she taking the bait? Sh
seeabout t hat ! 0 yeu dakseine numliyepss thake the most of thebefore she ended
the conversation.
Amelia gazed at the blank screen. Melodramatic, power trip and dangerous, were all words
that came to mind. The most insistent description of the personality that was hounded them was sick
bordering on insane. It made for a very heady concoction and, under different circumstances, she
would have loved to research. As it was, the best thing for her to do would be to leave. Obviously,
t hei r h oafeand thexesvas Gedson ® think that someone compromised the office too. A Oh
nolneedtospeakwithTeal . 0 Amel i a stood up and wal ked r 8
shortly afterwards.



Chapter 25

Parker watched the nun leave the warehouse and ran a finger lovingly over a picture of
Olivia. Sucking in a deep breath, she knew what she needed to do next. The nun would keep until
she did what was necessary. Quickly putting o
assembled, she left the command post. Outside the building, she walked hurriedly across the street,
punched in the code, and entered the warehouse.
Going directly to Oliviaés room she |l aid d
like the woman that she loved and that she knew loved her. She pulled off the pillow case and
stuffed it into an inner pocket or her coat. With the tenderness of a lover, she ran her fingers over
Oliviads clothes then took out a | eather jack
Al gave this to you Gedaenfate inti® garmsntanditobkinh a v e i
the heady smell of Olivia and leather. When she felt tightening between her legs, she snaked her
hand under her jeans and began to masturbate while she held the jacket next to her face.
AOh god O, 0 sphewesrcfrelamerdgasmashook her bod)
again. o

Rifling through Oliviaodos drawers, she open
memories of her family, removed all the contents and put them in the pillowcase. With one swift
motion,she | eft the room and entered the nunds be
Pouring gasoline over the bed, Parker | aug

for you bitch. o
Parker went throughout the warehouse placing small remote controlled bombs everywhere.
Whenshewas done, she |it a match, threw it on th
As she walked back to her building, Parker heard the fire alarm go off in the warehouse.
Once she was inside the door, she pressed a button and watched as the building exploded spewing
dust and debris out into the street. A maniacal laughed floated around her and for a moment she
|l ooked around and frowned. fAWhods | aughing?o

Amelia drove as fast as she safely could through the streets of Portsmouth. Negotiating the
final corner, she slid into her parking spot at When Heaven Meets Hell and climbed out of the
vehicle locking it as she left.

Entering the building, Te,dWwasjsstygangtodtaleyou. a wor
After yesterd&ayg | wasndét sure if
Rolling her eyes, Amelia nodded. T"R¥wab, so
Teal frowned. AOk. Youodre |l ucky your first
Wondering where to start, Amelia decided the truth, or as much as she could tell her friend,
was the only option. Sometime | ater, as she w
from interest to astonishment to downright di
Al know itdéds hard t o b eviafirgtelemebutaltemwhatjost sur e
happened at home, |l know ités all true. Al I
you to close up the office for a while. You c
some time. As for me, you can tell my clients that there was a family emergency and talk to
someone in my absence they can make an appoin
heébs agreed to see any of my patientanditfhat mi

anything is urgent we contact each other with those absurd codes Olivia made up.



Al édo you think Phil and | ne to move to

Amel i a shook her head ANo, for the moment
out with the little indirectcont act | wi th this person is that t
maybe me. o0

Teal nodded. AWhere will you go? To your p

Amel i a paused before replying as her eyes
pl ace, buwtoui tdiosn 6kt e kthnoiwf t hat way you canod6t be

AMy god this feels |ike we |l anded in the m
the subject to something | ess disturbing aske

Amel i ads s mitl ehearl noascte sfprlom ear to ear . AOh
over Teal, I might tell you about it. Then ag

winked as she headed to her office to retrieve her laptop and a few of her more sensitive papers.
Teal felt the heat of the smile and the words as she placed a hand to her mouth in wonder.
She whispered, AOh my god they finally did it

Parker listened to the conversation between the nun and the midget. She laughed when the

nunsai d they were going | ow keyed. nHa, I di d o
you feel then.d When the conversation turned
wonodét | et that happen again. o
When Parker heard the fire truck sirens wailing, she laughed, picked up the phone, and
di aled a number. When she heard the midgetds
laugh.
AHel l o this is WHMH, how can | help?o0
ATell the nun to c¢heck adeaptmaldvbice said.e ws . It i s

Teal dropped the phone and switched on the TV in the reception area. There was a breaking
story about a fire in the older part of town. When she recognized the name of the street, she rushed
to Amel i ads of fi ccawomaniodhesat! most dr agged th

AThat 6séeéo Amelia cried as she placed a han
her and Oliviads home and clutchiedeatwvababdbt hga
go back there agaifni.r eildddarntereadntt oandltkh & op alhi

and try to see David. Heol | know what to do. o
and looked on Olivia as a sister. Being captain of the police was going to be a bonus for them.
AfSmeone called and told me to tell you to swit
Frowning, Amelia asked, AWho was it.o
Alt was a mandés Vvoi ce. I didndét recogni ze
next?o
Al dondt knswabwtindi catson of what this p

It might not be safe here. Close up the office and go home. You can clear the schedule from there.

Il 6ll call you after | O6ve seen David. Please b
Amelia hugged her friend hard and after retrieving her laptop and notes from her office, she

left the building. She pulled her car into the traffic and headed for the police station. Their old

friend, David Tourney who was a police captain might have some answers for her.



Chapter 26

Parker stood at the window clutching OIlivi
the upper hand on the warehouse fire. The flames whipped into the air as water tried to contain its
rage. When she left the area to break intothenundés car the fire was at t
returned, she noted that more fire engines had arrived. She smiled. The fire she created was
garnering so much attention that OIlivia was s

As more fire engines arrived, she smiled in the knowledge that the fire was now at three
alarms.

A part of her wanted t o s hwatshedinfafcinaliam Theh e on
power of the fire that she created caused such a strong need that an orgasm rocked her body with the
sight.

A shrill sound invaded the soundless room. Parker looked at the phone as if it were foreign to

her before she picked up the receiver. fAYes. 0
ADavis, what the hel] is going on?0 her im
AWIi th what?o0
AThe fireplaaceSaont osds
Al't spontaneously exploded, 06 Parker said.
AThe director wants you to come in.o
Al havendt finished myéo
AHe wants to see you tomorrow at nine. Be
Par keersbst reaycked to the flashing | ight that

Olivia. She needed to deal with the nun first

nundés tracking device flashed steadily in fro
AwWat did you say? Davis, did you hear me?0
AYeah, I di d. I 61 | be there at nine sharp.
Replacing the handset, Parker picked up th

AShe wonét be going far. |l wonder howntiohyg 18§

The meeting with the new director was unexpected and that angered her. Who does he think
he is to demand a meeting? She would adapti she always did. As she watched the flash that was
Olivia, she smiled.
She could tell by the direction of travel where Oliviawas goinggifYou 6 r e headi ng t

Danbés place how fitting. Hreed®s hde ad.y Alo, ntgh d roe
picked up on the fire and in one, two, three,
heading home to check that your dear Il ittle n
keys to the black sedan that Olivia had followed the day before, Parker laughed.

ASoon my | oveésoon we wil|l be r edwedat ed. Th
|l eave this hell hole and start a new | ife for
center. AFor now, | have an urgent task. Il ne

headed south, the Harley approached the warehouse from the north and roared to a stop in front of
the smoldering building.

There was the acrid smell of burning complete with whispers of smoke from the drenched
embers that had once been a thriving hub. As a booted foot moved aside a charred beam and slowly
progressed through the wreckage of what once had been a marvelous old building transformed into a



place she called home. That part was over. In fact, the life of the building had terminated, much as
she had once extinguished people. From the corner of her eye, she saw a metallic object that
mi racul ously hadndét burned. Except for water
She gently held the silver frame that had
together. They were at an old pier in a town she barely remembered on one of the earlier jobs on
which they had collaborated.
She smiled as she remembered standing with Amelia at the end of pier laughing. A
fisherman had offered to take their picture with the water inlet in the background. They both had
huge smiles on their faces. She recalled how
they huddle together so the tiny lighthouse in the distance was in the shot.
There was no saving the photo but she could still discern the blurry features of them both. If

she could go back to that point in time, shebo
way of | ife, she wouldndot be standing al one i
be her and Aetel i abs family

There would be no family nest now. A lunatic had seen to that in their glorious madness of
manipulation. If this was the start of things to come then she knew deep down that she and Amelia
would never be together again. Squaring her jaw, she felt the pain of the loss and of losing someone
so special in her life. It might have been easier to take if Amelia had died, but to have their
relationship destroyed by a mad unknown person was worse, far worse. What made it even more
unpalatable was that she was to blame in many ways. There were so many secrets and so many lies.
She was unable to face the truth that what she always had with Amelia from the moment they met,
was a bond that she should have trusted and nurtured.

Instead, her own insecuritesandneed t o contr ol her destiny h
taken. That choice had effectively placed Amelia in a bubble away from her past and the horrors she
experienced in |ife. Shedd been wrong anol so

been so tragic. Had she allowed Amelia totally inside her life earlier, she was sure things would
have been different. As it was, she was here in the remains of her ruined life for the second time in a
lifetime with the potential of losing the only person in her life that meant a damn.

Closing her eyes, Olivia savored the memory the picture in her hands evoked and for a
moment she was lost in a dream world of happy timesi especially the night before. She would never
regret taking that particular fork in the road for a single moment. It was simply the happiest time in
her lifei loving and being loved by Amelia.

Opening her eyes, she realized what she had to do. If life was as barren as she predicted,
there could only be one outcome. Whoever was doing this to her had to die. There was the distinct
possibility that the outcome might result in her death too. To keep Amelia alive was the price she
was willing to pay.

She turned around and exited the broken building without a backward glance. She placed the
picture frame inside her leather jacket before mounting her Harley. After kicking the kickstand and
placing the key in the ignition, it roared into life as she and the Harley sped away down the empty
road. Life for her now held a purpose. The devil was in control. She had a target and that target held
only death and destruction for everyone involved. She knew where to start her searchi DOCO
headquarters.



Chapter 27

Amel i a gazed at the man standing at tohe ch
like anyone else except the perception the clothing gave had that forbidden ring about it. The power
the position wielded was like magic. Those that tried to mess with a priest never really got over it.
As she found in the numerous cases, she either researched or was involved in over her time affiliated
with the church.

These days she was just a parishioneri no more and no less. For a second, she wanted to run
away. Her flippant remark that her partner and lover was a woman might have soured the path of
friendship she always had with the man. Excep
case. In their early friendship, she felt sure he had his own secrets.

The time seemed to go on forever as she sat waiting as before for the last parishioner to leave
the church. In hindsight, she could have gone tothechurchh ous e but é.

A Ame | i apleasamthswaptise this is. Two consecutive nights, | must be doing well,0
Father Michael Bright said as he welcomed his old friend.

A ready smile crossed Ameliab s at t he graied n Gitge gfharelyvdasi s t on
glad to see her.

AWell, what can | say? | was al ways dr awn
t he homi | ythabshe hatl keenlgfslt the message of God from a child, but somewhere
along the way, she had transmuted that to a cause, which was why she became a nun. Time, coupled
with her adult development, had shown her that it was an impulsive move. Nonetheless, she still felt
close to her religion even if it might not approve of her current personal status. Considering the road
she chose to take with Olivia, disapiproval wa
condemnation was more fitting.

The priest chucked softly. He was a quiet spoken man and often in, the past, people thought
him the shy and retiring. When in fact, he was an outgoing personalityi Michael Bright suited his
name perfectly.

AThat 6s pandering to my ego and | 611 take
you here to pray or is there something else that | can help you with? 0
Al need your help. o

The priest nodded and took hold of her arm as he steered her to the door that led to the
passageway between the church and his house.
Once inside and the formalities and frowns of the housekeeper were over, they settled with

tea in the priestodos study.

ANoOw, I dondt want to pry Amelia, but vyou
not sure | was happy with the way you did it.

Amel i a said, Al dm sorry Mi c lrtemdwhdnthgpuest é 0 S
held up his hand.

He smiled reassuringly.iln | i ght of what you admitted | 6n

any differently. o
Sighing in relief, Amelia caught his concerned gaze. iThank you Michael. It means a lot that
you (onddge me. 0

Michael chuckled. AAh , |l didnodot ?ddayybhbharenbwctdi dndd ne
that the relationship still isnét working?o
Amel i a dropped her gaze from t he pmthaest 6s

tight smilesherep | i ed, AOl i via, my partnerébusiness an:



the kinks on a personal | evel, but é16m not s
we 6rwi tibnout you being made a target too. o

The pri est 0 sovédexaept torasesondlbefore &lbok of astonishment crept
over the craggy features. He quietly asked, i
but from the previous situations youlbve been
knowing what he was talking aboutiFat her Johansson. The ol d pries

murder had caused the upper echelons of the church to exorcise him posthumously from the church.
It had been a very bad business at the time. However, their original memories of the father

Johansson were good. He continued, ndTell me w
Amel i a sucked in a breath and told him as
home was burned to the ground. | need a place to stay where | can still be in the city but not in a
high profile situation. o
There had been no appreciable change to th
storoyihe stood up. Al know therebs a | ot more you
enough for me to offer you sanctuary i f thato

For the first time since her world began to spin out of to control, she felt the tears trickle
down her cheek. Standing, she walked over to him and threw her arms around the man who was
willing to accept her half truths and t hem. i
the problems we face and find a suitable solu
A serious expression crossed Michael 6s f ac
t h e n "hadd hddavay to look closely at her tear stained cheeks and the expression in her eyes.

Al made a promise to her that | would I|ive
voice sounded strange to her ears.

AThen | shall pafe ang/ welsthyeu Amealian\Weshbottbkaow kving
without someone you | ove that much isndét real

Amelia frowned slightly as she pondered whether she heard a note of melancholy in
Mi chael 6s voice or did he nmer &lhy Hiigdnwnderastea
the housekeeper knocked and entered the room. With an aloof manner, she asked how many there
would be for dinner this evening.

The priest smiled gently at the ol der woma
The housekeeper shrugged and began to turn away then the priest spoke again with a little more

emphasi s. AOh and Mary, wil!/ you make up the
the house. Amelia is going to stay with us fo
Amelia had to look away as she scratched the side of her head. The housekeepers expression
at Michael 6s request had been worthy of an Os
When the woman |l eft, Amelia | ooked at Mich
things | salvaged fromourhome out of my car . | 61 | be back in
Mi chael nodded. AYoudd best bring the car
dri veway at the back of the house. You can pa
Amelia once again thanked her friend. Asshewasa bout to | eave the roo
you wondered, she wasnodét the reason | |l eft th
God was in there somehow | eading me to her. |
The priest s mil edadomdnyofyousolddriendst NMost weee bntazed t , n

that you finally made the decision while some of us thought you should have broken away a few
years earlier. You have a wonderful caring spirit Amelia but you were spiritually independent and as



we all know,y ou have to give yourself totally to our
found out what that finally means. O
Amelia merely nodded as she left the room. On her way to the car, which was parked a block
away, she contemplated what her old friend had said and how it all made sense. The enigma of her
existence fit together. At last, she found the final piece to the puzzle that was her lifei Olivia.
Much later, as she lay in the bed of the room made up for her, she closed her eyes and felt
the tears trickle through the closed eyelids as she recalled the passionate lovemaking of the previous
evening. Whatever else happened, she knew the broken circle of her life had completed and if it
meant that she had only the memories of that one night with Olivia then she could cope. It would be
di fficult, but shedéd spend the rest of her |
Then, she pushed the thoughts of Olivia as far back into her mind as she could, and
contempl ated the strange iheoddiphone call Teséhadsarsveereds s h e
Her initial thought had been that it had something to do with the old life Olivia had. As much as the
word was abhorrent to her, she washed it around in her headi assassin. If it were an assassin out to
murder Olivia, surely they would just do the deed and leave as unobtrusively as possible. The whole
situation smacked of more, much more. Her thoughts turned to her discussion with David Tourney.

AAmel i a, thank God! |1 6éve ja%d heseeyesd It be
her half expecting the reluctant ex-cop to be theretoois he wasnot .
Al 6m fine David thanks for your concern. @)

David motioned for her to sit as he glanced at the preliminary report about the firei suspected
arson. He knew Olivia had probably created more enemies than friends working undercover.
However, as far as he knew, Ol'ivia hadndét hur
from the tone andhewheds ymar éh atve ntohi s atilrdan meet
Amelia hung her head. Olivia was going to freak when she found out that the warehouse was

set alight she probably already knows and wil
| think. Although fromthe br i ef contact | 6ve had with the p
It Il ooks | ike they will go to any |l engths to

government agency she worked for. o
With a rising of an eyebrow, David was impressed. He never figured that Olivia would share

that part of her | ife with Amel i a. He didnot
hadnét been a desk jockey. AYou know who this

Shaking her head, Aymbenmeonacontacied nik onling édrtier todayt e x a
from the home computer. Then, our office admi

AWhat was the message?o0

ATell the nun to check out the news. 't 0s
Amelia sald reluctantly.

David gave her a shrewd glance. AAnd you s
how | 6d interpret the message. 0

ADon6ét you see David? I f she finds this pe
right?o

AHol d aonr, dabalv hol ding up his hand. ASheobs

AYes, she said it was the only way. o0 Amel.
expression AYou think she should have brough



David sighed heavlisley.t hfieddf s ur ewatsh atndyso nveh aet
anyone else is she? | should know. | was here
Amel i a swall owed hard. dlt isndét the same
youthatthisi s di fferent. She just wants us to be sa
ADond6ét kid yourself Amelia. Olivia Santos

trouble will do anything. Remember I was involved when she went on a rampage the last time. It

destroyed more than one life that day. I can still see Parker after Olivia went away. She thought like

your that Olivia would be back forherii t di dndt happen. o0 The pain ai
Parker to have Olivia back in her life replayed in his mind.

Amelia didnét say anything for a few momen
defiance. ATrust me David, i1t is way differen
AOh you mean that incident where she was s

c over uephow they aperate.Remember, | was here when they took Olivia away. You

know there was never a death certificate fil!/

what do you want me to do other ddhwm dag@pien. @ m
Amelia wanted to ask more about his thoughts on Parker but her own pressing problems with

the fire and keeping a | ow poetveednivithethefireook pri or
depart ment, right now | dsthonsDBesidds hneecht&kkeepalawve ul d ¢
profile and separate myself from the norm. o

Davi d noddl&ea ghioSoodu npdlsa n . I wondt have any o
posting a missing persons report wil/l | 20

Al 6ve call ed t hem a wedogdoatiofdowr fdr &few weeksrh 6d K arad
them once a week as | wusually do so they wono
path. o Amelia sucked in her deep breath. The
mom waffled on about wedding plans.

ASounds | i ke you have everything under con

Al 6d rather keep that a secret David. The
Even Olivia doesndédt know wwayeol dm going to b

David pulled at his |l ower | ip then quietly
have mentioned it. It was a |l ong time ago and

She stood up and was about to |l eave when s
getting married?o

The | ook of happy surprise made Amel i a s mi
you were going to be the best man. I 61 | call

It was typical of Olivia not to mention it to the man that was her brother 6 s partner . V

time came, she would divulge the details of the wedding. Until then, the one name that came to mind
and sat there uncomfortably until finally an exhausted sleep claimed heri Parker.



Chapter 28

Olivia rubbed her tired eyes as she watched the meager comings and goings from DOCO
headquarters. Her vigilant watch over the mainly concealed entrance had been boring. Her trip to
Dands house hadile ema san Oma sttreerod. tHime cel | numk
either. The fact that the signal was turned off puzzled her more.
Then, as she stretched her lean body, she saw a car heading in the direction of the
electronically controlled gates. Lying on the hard rocky surface, she picked up her powerful
binoculars and watched as it come closer. It looked familiar. Moments later, she realized whyf it was
the same sedan shedéd followed the day before.
The car slid noiselessly through the gates and headed for the underground parking garage.
Her immediate thought was to go down there and face whoever that person was. She knew that Dan
had been | ying t o herButavbydidihelieN®DC O 6ssh ei 6ndv ow avi et m eann
car came out again, shedd fol |l owSetHimda forwhats t i m
s h e h o p endntermnaable waeit sheavatched and listened intently.

Parker stole a quick glance at where she knew Olivia was hiding. She felt her heart swell in
anticipation of the reunion with her lover. Parking her vehicle, she made her way to the secure door,
swiped her card, and then she pressed her eye against the optical recognition monitor. Going through
several other checkpoints she finally arrived
A deep voice from i®Bnstiedkee 0t he room bell owed
Once inside the office, Parker sized up the small man who sat calmly behind a large metal
framed desk. il understand you wanted to spea
Largesteel-r i mmed spectacles turned in the woman:¢
his lips before he replied. iThis missiony o u 6 ryeo udrv,e been usi.Tgwhat opi O0US
end? O

Annoyed by the mands obvious | ackLkedl under
small men, he has a NapoleoncompieEx act |l y what are you implyin

The man flippeda r eport i n her direction and he wai
mi ssi on?o

Wit hout picking it up, Parkerds eyes scann
he wanted OIlivia Santos back iibringbeOb@®nomdtter m mer
how |l ong it takes or how much it costs. o

AYou dondt wor k.Yborwmykpfedemess8B8antos i sn
We have younger operatives in the field that can do what we require of them without the backlash
that woman caused. Theoper at i on i s defunct. |l 6ve already
made eye contact with the woman and wished he

AYou and who el se are going to stop me?0 P
Al Om wel | mawasreonofandy will see it to its concl
stop me. 0

AThat 6 sDavs.Mlee teggdm | have this job rather than my predecessor is that we want
operatives that wish to be hertecamyout mypdiices e t ha
then you can go the way of Santos and leave. Is that strong enough foryou?0 Ther e had bee
whispers for some time that the womanwasoff b al ance. Hedd all owed her



mind her exemplary record. It was up to her and if she decided to stay,t he next tri p she
was to the psyche department for an evaluation.

For sever al mi nutes, Parker sat and stared
appointment as director and that was now reinforced a hundred fold. He had been out to get her for
years. She was certain he was the person who would always alter her plans at the last moment. Now,
he wants to run roughshod over another mission. | will not let that happ¥o u doné have
authority.o

A | , dweodirector said tapping his finger on a piece of paper.ittl 6 s as si mpl e as
on this sheet of paper. Your <call Davis.o

Parker smiled at the man. He was clearlyouttogether He 6 s j eal ous of my a
run rings around him and he knowsSh e woul d not do his bidding L
AOf course | will abandon the mission. o

The man smiled. fiGood. | want you to make an appointment with Doctor Jerome for an
evaluation. After such a stressful missionthat,a s f a r cancerneyl, bad ab ungatisfactory
ending,l want t o engarme xyto wb rsWheuh@gseafher shifbuncomfortably
in her chair at the mention of the shrink, h e a dd e d,l 6fl Ac tnuaakiei ygti \kilebe abla | |
to see the doctor immediately. 0

ANo need, 06 Parker said coldly. Al already
unsatisfactory, | believe thatodés in the eye o
mi ssionds command area. o0

The director 64 haen qerr oigmmrceea sodd tahte woman. 0
As we speak, the records are enroute to a secure destination. It is protocol Davis. | expect you to see
Dr. Jerome. Hewillbe wai ting for you. | think thatos al

The mentionofthear ea was al ready sanitized angered
know. Besides, she had an alternate area that they knew nothing about. Putting on her best smiled,

Parker said, AThank you Director, | dapbees or r y a
stressful. I 61 1 gl adly speak with the doctor
be tomorrow? | have an appointment with Dan,

The director hesitated then nodded. iYes,t omor r ow at ni netthbe t here

sentence unfinished and picked up his phone effectively dismissing her.
As Parker turned away from the man, she felt her heart pounding in her chest as she seethed.
The little man would get what és c ohappened. THep hi m
| 61 1| b e t hRutfirsteskethad td finrsheher mission.and she knew exactly where she had
to go to accomplish that.



Chapter 29

Parker sl ammed the door to her vehicle and
offik e that? Shit! oih&he pbhlaeamwwast ia Bheaatbh es and
AWhy the hell did they have to make |l ove, 0 sh

As a sudden chill came over her, she looked in the backseati no one was there. She got out of
the car, began inspecting it for tracking devices, and found none. Her eyes scanned the area noting
that all the cameras were on her. Al need to
Al candot watdbsanhymkohgemake myself known to O

Exiting DOCO headquarters from an alternate gate, Parker guided her car to a place that was
behind the area where Olivia was observing DOCO. Quietly opening and closing the door, she
walked noiselessly toward the woman she loved. Putting her gun in her waistband, she made her
way through the stand of trees and stopped when she saw Olivia lying on a rock.

With gun in hand, Parker moved forward and
AHel |l o O, 0 she said. As t he woundbherjatket pocket.d ar ou

The back of Oliviaés neck tingled as a voli
mind. Closing her eyes for a second, she allowed the sensation to invade her senses, and then turned
slowly to look at the apparition in front of her. Alt ¢ a,asbetwhidpeeed as her eyes bulged in
astonishment and for a moment, forgot her vulnerable position.

Taking advantage of Oliviads surprise, Par
hypodermic needle into her arm renderingthewo man hel pl ess. fASorry | ha
time is running out, o0 Parker said as she care

AYoubr e de adgadazed Oliwia repled as shelfelt thei dmigentering her
system.

ADi d g&loluy rtehink 16d | eave you O? Nlodaw egou dc
come back to you. o

Pulling the woman to a standing position, she wrapped her arm around her waist and began
the trek back to her vehicle. ffe@llced flelgtet Olyiowi
initial struggle to free herself and smiled when the woman began to move in step with her.

Olivia tried to remove the hold the person had on her but her muscles were like jelly and
di dnodt Parkesipdead.drhisis an impersor. It has to beWith her lips forming the
words that were barely discernable, she said, A Y o u ¢ a n W/Hho thalhell art you asyway? 0

A mani acal | augh floated through the air.
bel ongs tke pme .paul$heg Olivia along with her. A

From deep inside, Ol i vi a scbeamed, HANO

Once she had Olivia secured in the backseat, Parker started the car and began her journey
back to the safe house only she knewabout. She gl anced at OIlivia and s
O. I 6m sorry it has taken me so |l ong to come
No more going to prostitutes or havingtodothenunil 6 m t he only one who eve
needheonoticed that Olivia tried to speak. AT
home, | 611 give you something to take the edg
take me just as you did so many times before.

Ol i vi a6 s Ibdbatillmher fmugclesmdwirefused to move as she tried to look out of

the window to track where the woman was taking her. Like the rest of her body, hereyeswo u |l d n 6 t
cooperate.



The dark sedan pulled to a stop in the parking area under the building where her safe house
was. fAWedbre her O, 0 she said as she opened th
take us to our home. o0 Parker | aughed. AWe hav
as she dragged Olivia toward the elevator.
Vaguely deciphering the whirling noise of an elevator, Oliviac oul dndt make out
All she could think wasi who the hell is this wom&n
Once inside, Parker guided Olivia to the bedroom, undressed her, and then made her lay
down on t heenwaidnd for thit inanenefor éo long O, just as | know you have. Let me
get you something to give you to have more co
returned with a glass of water. She produced two small white pills and put themintoOlivia 6 s mo ut h
ATake this aspirin my | ove. It wi l | make you
After swallowing the pills, Olivia felt the muscles beginning to free themselves from the
drug the woman injected in her. Her anger fueled the adrenalin rush she felt flowing through her
veins yet she still had minimal control of her body. Her mind filled with what she was going to do to
the woman who dared to impersonate Parker.Di d she really think | woul
wacko stalkerhen, the woman returned and placed another pill in her mouth and was about to
place a glass to her lips when Olivia moved suddenly and swiped it away. The vessel hit the floor
sending shards of glass and water everywhere.
AFei sty as al ways, 0 Parker said winthh a | au
The pill in Oliviads mouth was dissolving
last to numb, still refused to function, she was unable to spit out the offending substance. Now, as
her eye sight cleared she saw the woman who was impersonating Parker clearly. As she did, she saw
Parkerdos face but knew it was plastic surgery
right people to work with. However, as she caught the eyes of the woman she realized it really was
Parker. Thenafeeling of total rel axation began to invad:
fact, she was jubilant that Parker wasnét dea
cheek in wonder.
Once Olivia reached out for her, Parker took her clothes off, slid on the bed, and wrapped the
woman in her arms. The first kiss was familiar and welcomed. Soon their bodies melded together as
one as they indulged in the bliss that only true love can make you feel.
Parker indulged her fantasies and longing with a trail of bites from the neck and breasts to
the inner thighs. Revealing in the aroma of O
willingly parted legs. This was her dream come true. There was no one who could come between
them. Olivia was hers again and it would be forever this time. As she heard the strangled sound of
Ol'i viads or gas miObwagvas homeaHaatr k er smi | ed



Chapter 30

Amel i a stretched and yawned as she peered
the last ten days. The rectory had been as safe a haven for her as she thought it might be. Other than
the calls she received each day from Teal, and the ones she made to David to let him know she was
ok Olivia hadndét contact ed hiewaswitDFathee Michdaelhn an t h
and Mary the housekeeperit he dour one word sentences from t
communicative.

David told her there werenod6t any suspiciou
Olivia had a hand in committing. That fact was in itself was a relief to everyone. However, as the
days passed, Amelia felt the knot in her belly tighten. She had the weirdest feelingi Olivia was
moving further and further away from her grasp.

Climbing out of the bed, she drew back the curtain and smiled. The view from the window
looked onto the garden. The birds had begun their songs early that morning and as she watched them
hop around the lawn and dash in and out of shrubbery, either courting or fighting, she smiled
slightly. Life went on regardless, which was exactly what she had to do if Olivia never came back to
her. Then her thoughts traveled to the only odd thing that had occurred since the eventful
happenings of a week earlier. Shedédd |l ost alll
She was certainthat shedéd placed the satchel i n the

when she | ast |l eft the warehouse. However
bel ongings from her car, it twadfrrughtwith her e.
stress. When she6d mentioned the | oss of her
and professional life David had been sympathetic but told her not to worry. Consequently, she
requested copies of her birth certificate, cancelled her passport and asked for copies of her
professional certificates. Thankfully, her dr
in the purse shebéd carried with her.

There was still that niggling though that she did place them in the car. That then begged the
qguestion, how did they disappear? |t was yet
Olivia. Although some had been tragic and tra
missed a second.

Half an hour later after a quick shower, she arrived at the dining table and wished Mary and
Michael good morning.

AMorning Amelia did you sl eep well ?0 The p
morning newspaper.

Wi th an answer i ng abadylls¢here asythieg interestthglietoe. A Li ke
news?0 She sat down and poured out a bowl of
pot opposite her. She glanced up at the ol der
coffee in town.o

With a sniff in the air, the old woman shook her head and left the room, but Amelia had seen
the look of pride enter the aged eyes before she left.

Michael resisted the urge to tease his friend at her friendly overtures towards the not so

friendly houseke e per . It had been one of Ameliads grea
matter how nasty they were to her.
AThe usual |l 6m afraid. More crime than we

the inner pages. Makes you wonder about people these days. Are we so sad that we enjoy other
peopl ebs misery over their triumphs?o0



Amelia didno6t reply at first for she had o
many times to Olivia. The woman had initially ignored the tentative question and then one day had
surprisingly answered her.

Smiling, Amelia quoted Olivia word for wor
what we train them to become. In the west, we carnivorously consume anything the newshounds
place in front of us as the truth. Along the way it becomes the norm and people become desensitized
to the subject matter. o

Mi chael gave her a sharp |l ook. Als that yo
Wasit?No, she stil] had that faith and no mat
to her and hope things would change for the b
they really wanted to, they could change no m
humanity is alive and kicking in all of us evenifsomeres ort t o evi | pri mal pr e
Al dm gl ad. | would have been severely disi

dare ask who that might be?50
AOlivia, 0 she said with a smile of fondnes

chancetoc ont i nue sheol | maybe change her mind. o6 H
thought of never seeing Olivia againi her stomach did nosedive.

Mi chael came around the table and placed a
Wedl |l bofhibhhvo

After breakfast, Amelia retired to the study that Michael had allocated her and she sighed as
she | ooked at the folders of the cases sheod
Teal.

AMorning Teal how are you today?o0

AGreat ethever Almel ia as wedre not exactly o
if I go to Brazil with Phil. She has a job th

AHey, go enjoy yourself and bring me back

Tealchuckled . Al 6m not going to Mexico, but for

and we have mai should have known better

— —

[ .

mostly general stuff butomtiael @duked dwrgenpaadd k &4 § s Tma
figured, as youbre her partner, you can open

Amel i a frowned. AOh, |l dondt know. Persona
opening her mail Teal . 0

AWell, | etds have coffee as uslongdandyougaaur t u
keep it for her. o

Theydédd agreed to meet most days, and share
of fice. However, they never met 1in the same p
uncomf ort abl e .attefitl@ity, Do yodremember theecoffgechop we used to haunt in
coll ege?o0

AHow could I forget?06 Teal giggled as she
than their dorm room.

AMeet you there then Teal, bye. o0

Amelia smiled. It was going to be interesting to see the old place again where there were
many good memories.



Chapter 31

Amel i a sat al one at a tabl e iTealhadjuglefooh her

her way to buy new clothes for her trip away with Phil. Amelia felt a little better after seeing her

good friend and sharing some old memories of their times in the coffee shop. As she gazed around at

the customers and staff it was like being in a time bubble. The staff still sported the same uniform

they had almost twenty years earlier. Black shirt and trousers or skirt with a white full length apron.

It had al ways amazed her that in this coll ege
Once she and Teal had gotten to know each other, the small woman teased her mercilessly.

She told Amelia that the only reason she spent time there was because it appeared like familiar

territory since the wait staff was dressed in
probably some place deep inside her psyche she probably did feel more comfortablei black and
white were her colors at | east back then. Ove

the wearing of conservative clothes as opposed to the habit had been more functional for the patients
she treated.
The more she wandered down memory lane the more she fingered the manila packet was
addressed to Olivia that Teal had given her. It was marked urgent and was from a local law officei
Bennington, Smith and Aldrich. In light of their current circumstances, her urge to open it burned at
the core of her ethic of not opening other pe
A young man with a goatee and pale blue eyes that stared at her expectantly arrived at her
side. ACan | get you anything else?b0
Blinking rapidly, she lookedupatth e man who seemed tlstitheer t ha
check please. 0
The young man smiled slightly and wandered off to the counter to prepare the check. As he
did, Amelia pondered the envelope in her hand and made a decision. Her fingers adroitly tore open
the seal and she removed several papers. The top one a short letter of explanation from Rachel
Aldrich, the lawyer who had sent the information. As she read the note, her eyes flew open. It

clearly stated Dan Est evez ehesodly. Bhatstaemeathad d i nf o
Amel i a second guessing h e iibutdhe read @.ilnahe evdantahatthee a d h
man didndét contact his | awyer after a weeko6s

information to Olivia.

Just as Amelia was about to flick over the papers, the young man arrived back at her table
and placed the check in front of her.

With an apologetic smile, Amelia said, AfAHe
another espresso and delicious blueberrymu f f i n ? 0

The man nonchalantly nodded and picked wup
never can make up their minds. 606 His comment
quickly to astonishment as she began to read the information.

Fifteen minutes later, with her coffee growing cold and the muffin untouched, Amelia tried
to digest what she had gleaned from the notes
all perfectlyclear. Di dnét Davi d henodlydfewdayeaki Nobout candt be
finally whispered.

Trying to compose her mind and fit the pieces of the puzzle together, she knew she needed to
have a plan of action. She also needed to figure out who she could trust enough with the sensitive
information without drawing them into the situationi there was no one she could think of
immediately.



Collecting the papers and replacing them in the envelope, she stood up and walked towards
the door only to realize that sheadthabdlndt pai d
complete with a generous tip for the young man. As she left the café, she saw the happy expression
on the young man?osiiftwasomerethathelmil. he saw hi s tip

Sitting in her car, Amel i a dnumbar lovantassheer c e
expected to voicemailis he had hoped to hear OIliviabds voice
Look, | know you said we couldnodét do more tha
i snét dead! | n sihgayau @l the sotble. ®an left adetailed napert other u
activities over the past few years including

Cradling the phone to her breast Amelia wo

noddedi she had. Then, as she tapped her hand on the steering wheel, she thought of what to do and
dialed another number. After speaking with several people, she finally connected to the person she
needed to speak with about the i nfEseveztiasti on. i
confirmed it.o

Five minutes later, she was heading back to the rectory hoping that Olivia might call. As she
drove around the alley to the driveway of the house, her cell phone beeped and she looked at the
caller ID. Stopping the car dead in the middle of the drive she quickly flipped opened the phone and
answered, AMysteries of the Universe. o



Chapter 32

Parker stretched, opened her eyes, and smiled. Olivia was back in her bed and they would be
together forever. She let her eyes roam the naked body next to her and saw the familiar telltale signs
of their | ove making. Hi c k iishesknew thedambpatterewasma r k s
on her body. She watched as the palm of her hand barely touched a nipple causing it to grow and
harden.

Just as she was about to nuzzle her | over 6
| t wasnot the first ti me shedd heard the w
days stretched out. Four days earadnddeggedhes he 6d

with ecstasy. Their love making was phenomenal and grew even more intense when she added other
drugs to the mix.

SI'iding out of bed, she moved to a closet,
case out. Unzipping the case, she looked over her choice of drugs. Heroin, morphine, ecstasy,
codeine, Valium, LSD, and methamphetamine were the ones she favored. She also had a wide
variety of psychotropic drugs at her disposal
and knew that it was only a matter of time before she was dependent on the drug. She also used
ecstasy, rohypnol, and ketamine that gave Olivia an unquenchable appetite for sex.

Filling a syringe, she moved to thagectdded, t
ecstasy into her vein. AYouol | forget the nun
Parker watched as Olivia opened her eyes only to close them as the drug washed over her.
When she opened them again, she @roaltsthed sParrke
With a smile, Parker patted Oliviads hand
my | ove, 0 she whispered. I n twenty minutes, s
wait to feel your tongue inside of meo

Olivia tried to fight the effects of the drug but soon her mind was closing down and her body
wanted one thingi sex.

For Olivia, time was subjective. When she looked at the clock radio that said two-fifteen, she
didndét know it was dalasgtoherrand foughg theturge toSehckoutfanel | t a b
touch it. Drugs were controlling her body and it was so much easier to let them in than fight their
effects.

Closing her eyes, Olivia tried to capture an image that kept coming to the forefront only to
drift away before she could fully see it. Amelia.The name was so familiar a
remember why. When the person next to her stirred she instinctively closed her eyes. Deep within
the recesses of her mind she knew that to survive, she had to play along with the game.

Parker woke and looked at the sleeping Olivia. The sex they shared earlier was the best yet
and she wanted more. First, she needed to take a shower. By the time she was done, Olivia would be
somewhat coherent and she too could clean up. Looking at the clock, she calculated that in an hour
or so she needed to inject the next dose of heroin. Hmm, maybe |1 61| wandithen a | i
s h ebéd nie for mord. [idbe her savior.

Humming, Parker headed for the bathroom only to stop and look back at Olivia. She rubbed
her face, turned and went for the medical bag
Then shedll be ready for me after her shower.



Keeping her eyes shut, Olivia felt the now familiar needle puncture her skin. She was losing
all sense of time and somehow needed to regain control if she was to free herself of the revolving
drug door. Once she heard the water running for the shower Olivia opened her eyes and willed her
scattered brain to help her fight the effects of the drug. Unconsciously she moved to the opposite
side of the bed, picked up the phone, and automatically dialed a number.
AHel p meéplease, 0 Olivia said as she felt
AHel p me. o
Suddenly, she felt the phone pulled out of her grasp. Then, with a loud thud, the receiver was
back in its cradle.
AWho wer e ou talking to?06 a different and
Ol'ivia tri d to speak but she couldndét pro
naked woman standing by the bed. Her eyes fixe
pulled it close. Savagely she began attacking the body as she felt her body cry out for sexual relief.
Then everything went black and she was floating in a sea of sexual pleasure.
As her body reacted, Olivia opened her eyes and stared at Parker. Although her vision was
blurry, she knew who was having sex with her. Parker always did make her body sing but this time
she felt dizzy and nauseous. Pushing the other woman away, she clenched her teeth and screamed,
AWhere did you come from?o
Parker hid her fear behind a smile. Olivia was having a reaction to the drug mix and she
needed to do something. The last thing she needed was to have an out of control Olivia on her

y e
e I

O S

hands. She reached out and fondled her | overds

AOh god Parker, do that again, o Olivia cri
AYouodl | do as | say, 0 she said before she nai
before loweringh er body over the womands face.

Parker complied with the request. It wasno
crying uncontr ol | ab | ishegoflup, ettievedithedag,Bnd took eurthi@ s o p e n
case filled with pills. Sorting through them, she found what she was looking for and slid the small
pink pil!/l into Oliviads mouth under her tongu

AThi s wi l | make 1t al/l better, 0 she whispe

The taste of the pill was bitter and Olivia tried to spit it out but she had no strength for thati
she complied. Soon she felt a blackness begin to wash over her as all thoughts faded.

For sever al hour s, Parkerdés eyes scanned d
dr ugs s h e 0 dOlibize lewas claasthatrthg mixture she was using could have lethal
effects. She reasoned that in the doses she a
needed to find which of the drugs would keep her lover under her control.

UnderestimatingOl i vi adés ability to fight the effec
make a phone call. Shedd see to it that it wo

handcuffed her to the bed before she took the phone out of the bedroom.
AYou awidl Imebe never be apart again O, 0 she
over Oliviaodos body.
Olivia felt the wetness run over her body and fought the urge to take the woman again. She
kept her eyes closed and willed her mind to come up with a plan of escape. | have to get back to
Amelia she thought and her eyes flew open. fAAmel
ASheds dead. 0



With tears filling her eyes, Olivia said,
AShe died in the fire O, remember thao? Te
fEight-nine-four-three, 6 Ol i vi a sl urred. Closing her ey
The image of a burned out warehouse floated into view. Her eyes scanned the skeleton of the
building |l ooking for Amel i a. hedrdibedPsrkerandpulled N6t , 0
her close. She roughly kissed the mouth that so tantalized her. She felt her heart racing as her body
began to shiver and her agitation increase.

Parker | et Olivia have her way whepectedt cam
was Oliviaés hands around her throat. AStop, O

ANo, 0 Olivia screamed as she poised a thum
down hard.

With a hand, Parker began pulling Oliviads
her. Al | ike this game, 0 she choked out as the
Suddenly Olivia pulled her fingers out of Parker and glared at the woman. She felt her body
begin to spiral out of controlanditneeded r el i ef . f Gi vshegnovded mor e or
before releasing her thumbés pressure. Then,
spasmodic. Al need it now, 0 she screamed befo

Hol ding her bl eeding nose, Par Koecerelessedj d, L
she went to her stash of drwugs, filled the sy
you, 0 she purred as she slid the needle into

Olivia felt the drug wash over her. When Parker offered her two roofies, she readily took
themi she liked how they made her feel.

When fifteen minutes passed and Olivia was in her drugged haze, Parker snuggled up to her.
AMake | ove to me O,0 she whispered.

AGod Parker | | ove you s o amgrabbimngfarabsedstur r ed O

Parker picked up Oliviads cell entered the
heard the nun warning about her being alive,
you nun. o

Bringing up a voice file, she opened the one that she had previously created. She dialed the
nunds number and | et the recording speak for
recording said, AAmelia meet me at ©6RBR3 Morga
trouble. o Then the connection ended.

Parker | aughed. ATake my bait |ittle Miss

me f orever. o



Chapter 33

Laughing Parker put the finishing touches on her disguise. When she looked at herself in the
mirror a peal of laughter echoed around the bedroomi she looked exactly like the nun.
Hearing the sound, Olivia lifted her head and looked at the woman. She rubbed her eyes

trying to make her vision clearer. AAmelia? Y
AOf course | ¢ca&ame hfeowoyawm Qlaii Wi. a
Ol'ivia shook her head. @Al need your hel p.
With a chaste smile, Parker moved cl oser t
Closing her eyes, Olivia said, fADrusgs shebo
sharp pain stabbed her stomach. Al need more.
Just then, Parker heard the doorbell. ALoO
the door.

Amelia drove like a bat out of hell to the building that Olivia had mentioned. She knew at
core level that she really should have spoken to someone about where she was going but there
hadndét been idlivirevasinBoaet om | i ne
Haphazardly parking the car outside the Morgan street apartment building and ignoring the
fact that it was a no parking zone, she ran up the steps and entered the tiny lobby area. As she
continually jabbed at the elevator numbers, her stance becoming more irritated. When the
mechanical doors eventually opened, she almost shoved the two old women, who were slowly
leaving the elevator, aside in her need to get to Olivia.
A few minutes later, she was standing outside the door of the penthouse. For a second,
reason overtook her Wh at wi | | I do i f Olivia is really in
knowledge tencounter danger full onBreathing in deeply, she took faith in her hands and
knocked.
When the door opened, her eyes bulged. Placing a hand to her mouth,s he whi sper ed,
l ook | i ke me. o0
AAh, Dr. West, youove arParkentoekd .h oNodwv afh et hpea rr
and pulled her inside. She | aughed as she rip
|l ove you anymore and told me to take care of
Amelia struggled to come to terms with the woman dressed and made up to look like herT it
di dn 6t .Wha did feel red \@ab the roughness of the hand that pulled her inside and locked
the door. Shaking her head slightly, Ameliaa s ked, @A Par ker, why?o0

AAl I i n good time my dear Nun. First, we h
APl ay, | ddo.nod tAnuenldiear sstoafnt | ' y r epl i edacrass her
t he wo ma n Cersstonmeh Rirahsdtatghe thotiyht of Olivia putting them there. The she gazed
at the wild expression on thlei swoiman® easyeeir ed utl

with all my experience with psychotic patients.
When she saw the nun look at her breasts, Parker pulled her pants down part way to reveal a

mul titude of marks. Parker |l aughed. #AThe game
Ameliafeltpowerle ss i n the face of the woman. When
the woman never showed an obsessive tendency. If she did, how did I missi? | dondét want

games Parker. I just want to see Olivia.o



Buttoning her pantuestPiaork eirs égwh on niesd . h efirT hleo v
that she has placed her mark on me. What about you Nun? Has she marked you or merely used you
as my replacement?0 With a |l augh, Parker adde
does. Guesswhat? Shepr ef er s miPnaer kteor ycoounrtsi.nobued t o | augh.
ten minutes ago. 0

Silently balking at the conversation, Amelia knew if she was to help Olivia then she had to

show that this type of convdisbaet had dibddott ha
we 61 | |l et Olivia be the one to answer that Pa

AShe already has. | 6ve shown you the proof
pocket AShebdés delicious but you whowdiditméke Kk n o
you feel to know she preferred hookers to you
chance. She wants real women not someone who

as she moved closer to the woman.
Amelia seethed at the denouncements. However, she wisely decided that taking the bait

woul d be playing right into the deranged woma
that choice?0

AYoubre becoming an irritant. oM@ttt yaut of
understand?0 Parker grabbed the womandés wri st
for me? | know more about Olivia than you eve

syringe. AGoodni ght N ugtabth®worsahwith tekeayrinde. as she st a
Quickly, in a move that Olivia taught her, she kneed Parker in the groin and watched as the
woman dropped the syringe and grunted hard in pain. Her gaze roamed the apartment until she saw a
partially opened door, ran towards it, and went inside. She found a chair and wedged it against the
door to prevent Parker from entering the room. Then her eyes scanned the rest of the room as she
fumbled in her jacket for her cell phone to call for help. What she saw made her heart break. On a
king.si ze bed that dominated the room, she saw a
done to you, ?0 Ameliads legs felt like jelly
woman she loved.
Parker had underestimated the nun. She knew that not giving her opponent the proper respect

was a scenari o meant for disaster. Taking a g
to be taught a |l esson. 0 She quickly made her
bathroom door.

Tears fell as Amelia gently wiped away t he

to comprehend how someone could do that to another human being. Especially one you professed to
loveis he knew Parker did leo.vel tOlwavsinab tb urte atlh ilso wea.

going to take you home. I promise she wondét h

A voice barely above a whisper said, AYou
angel . o

When she heard the nun crying Parker opened the door to the bedroom. Pointing the gun in
the nunds direction, Par ker | aughed. AWhat a
the bed and sit in that <chair in the corner, o
toward the chair. Sheheld out a pair of handcuffs. APut one
on the rung of the chair.o

When shedd completed the task, Amelia | ook
AWhat happens next? You c a onbofOligieenillimekeheriwagnt bel i e

you. O



A

With a smile, Parker moved to the bed. #ld
When Olivia opened her eyes and saw Amelia standing there, she sighed. Putting the gun down,
Parker stripped off her clothes, grinned at t he nun, and | eaned i n toc
Parker and Olivia entwined i n ebecnippleasthdirer 6s ar
fingers found their way to a wet clit, Parker knew she had won. Olivia was hers for all time.
Amelia stared at the two women for a few moments then fought the sickness that caught in
her throat at Par ker 0s b |Dads ®livia stilbhave fealirigs foréige i n g
tsure | ooks | i ke she does n toter.Fhendeameyes fartivehiwend wh a
around the room wondering what to do next. Her eyes caught the glint of the metal of the gun and
without thinking too much, she dragged the chair over to the where she reached out and clasped the
guninherhands.Inat r embl i ng voice, sheigehtowtfdeédheiGertowo"
Parker let Olivia bring her to a climax before she let out a maniacal laugh that filled the
room. Rolling off Olivia, Parker leaned in and began licking Olivia between her legs. She mumbled,
AMy god does she t a,shtopuldgeetbedepulsionBryher face andsheh e nun
grinned before winking at the woman. Jamming a finger inside Olivia, she pulled it out and looked
at the nun.
Amelia stood frozen in place as she watched Parker defile Olivia. She wanted to scream and

tell the deranged woman to stop but all she couldseewas Ol i vi abs face contort.i

AYou have the gun but | have t Pakerasled | ect ab
before she charged at Amelia.i Do you really think you can stop
me what to do, 0 she said as she |l unged forwar

In that split second, Amelia had two choices. If she allowed Parker to retrieve the gun, God
only knew what would happen next. Or, she could use the gun and warn the demented woman off.
Closing her eyes fractionally, she squeezed the trigger and a bullet ricocheted off the bedpost into
the wall. Parker stopped dead in her tracks and Olivia moved back in fear.

Laughing, Parker | ooked at the nun. nGi ve me a
shoot me oranyoneelseii t 6s against their code. o Holding o
gun before someone gets hurt. o

The gun wavered in her hand but Amelia wouldnd ket go of the weapon. fiNo! Release me

and | et Olivia go and then you can have the g
A crease formed between Parkerods eyes. ql
sl ut . Olivia is staying with me rdthechunwithheé we | |

hand outstretched for the gun.

Instinctively, Amelia pulled the triggeri closing her eyes as she did. Then she waited for
Parker to wrench the gun from her handsand killherii t di dndét happen. With ¢
peered atthesceneand saw Par ker on the ground with bl oo
my God, |l 6ve killed her. o

Olivia stared at the scene going on around her. It was occurring in a fog, which she thought
odd since she was on a bed. In the recesses of her conscious mind, she heard the altercation of two

familiar voices and then the sound of a gunsh
Parker couldndét believe that the nun shot
consciousness and knew death was near. When the nun knelt down and felt for her pulse she said,
AYoubre a nun. They donodt kil peopl e. o
Softly AmeDoinadtr e¢gluileddme nddr memun and t he cc
keeping the woman | | ove safe. You of all peo

A

Parker whispered, il 61 | never é, o0 before falling into



Amel i a whi s p Amd sheclutchédithe Iiketess hand i hers and sent up a silent
pray for God to take care of Parker. Then her attention caught the sound of the door crashing open
had her rushing to Olivia. She was still clutching the gun in a protective stance when two men
entered the room.

The two men who entered the bedroom with their weapons drawn, quickly scanned the room.
AMason, check her vitals. 0 Jgimtenantwholdid lEshiddmg. t he
ADoctor West?0

Bewil dered, Amelia nodded. #AWho are you?o

The man frowned as he saw the state of the
you asked forourh el p. We 61 | . HtGaolr enessiartd wekmowlmw heo ec|l ean up.

AYoubre not takiovng Amet ichoby utrbekh. méter her
caughtt he m@s&m&s hel d Ol i viads head cradled into h

The squat man from his couching positionsaid, iDo e s n 6t | ook Iliékd sghee 6 Il
inthe chopperf or al | t hHe flupgdParker overthié sholilderdnocomplete disregard for

her injuries. Amelia watched in amazement, as the stocky man seemed to carry Parker with ease.
The tall man turned to Amelia and fixed hiseyesonOlivia. Al t woul d be best
take care of Ms. Santos. We do have the experienceandshe one of ours. o

ANo. Thatodéds where youbre wrong. She isnodt
care of her, 0 Amelia said with determination.

For a second, it looked as if the man was goingtoargueith e di dnét . AnAs you |
correctly Doctor West, she isndt one of ours.

Tears flooded Ameliabs eyes agtobelvlenoncr adl ed
Olivia. | promise you. They wonot ever come f



Epilogue

Amel i a wal ked briskly from the hospital to
unwillingly into a dark timeT a time she had worked hard at depositing in the recesses of her memory
where they belonged. It hadndt been an easy t

ex-lover Parker. The worse thing was, if she had been personally less involved she would have seen
the signs of the break-down and mental despair that had invoked the final showdown with the
woman. Her thoughts drifted to her partner and a slight frown puckered her forehead. It had been an
interesting twenty months since the Parker incident.

The first six monthshadbeen t r aumatic and di fficult. When
Parkerdos apartment, she called a discreet fri
ambulance to come for Olivia. After a week, Amelia had no choice but to contact DOCO. They
readily agreed to help Olivia in overcoming her addiction to the potent mixture of drugs that Parker
administered. They also arranged for immediate psychiatric care for Olivia. Consequently, Olivia
spent the next six months in an undisclosed medical facility.

The DOCO psychiatrist advised Amelia that i
di dndt have aisherelpctanthgagreec Their ondy contactoves brief phone calls
and lettersi internet access was nonexistent. The doctor advised her that when Olivia was ready, she
would make the decision to go home. Amelia had to keep pushing down the fear that perhaps Olivia
might never want to come homeished d  sae & happen in her practice.

Amelia relied heavily on her faith during that time. She also took her own advice and sought
out help for her trauma and guilt over the incident. Parker had been right about one thingii t wasnot
in her creed to kill. Each time she saw the prone body of Parker in her dreams, it would eat into her
soul. The therapy had helped, but a part of her would never let it goi not totallyi perhaps never.

Then one day, she received the phone call from Olivia to say she was ready to come home.
The day before the scheduled time for picking up her partner, an operative of DOCO turned up at
her office for an impromptu meeting. When she met the man, she recognized him immediatelyih e 6 d
been one of her patients.

Al donot, ghesaldast hitearsd ar kK r
D O C Ogeaple had the ability to infiltrate anything everything.
she said as she glared at the man.

The man shruggedt hen shook hi s h ewouadbebatistyfyobtalkeds t h o u ¢

ality of Ol
I

i Vi
take it t,di

e aos
i S i s

with someone who was familiar.o
Amel i a dildwvas@lear that®@®CO used her and that realization made her feel dirty
andinneedofa s hower. fAYour boss waésMrMewsaar thaihat c a

another fabrication?o
A Lewi s Befereygupiokdip Santos tomorrow we have a few ground rules.0 He
looked her straight in the eye and saw the distaste cross her pale featuresih e wasndét phased

With a barely audible whisper, Ame | i aPlessag od , 0 nii. 0
The man | ooked around and as he did it rem
went, would she do that the rest of her lifeipr obabl y. A Can we sp¢éank s o0 me

the recepbuonoafeaé perhaps. o
A My odAmelieesclaimed. A You 6 ve got Hdwaecule &thatliewis®i h § m
sure your people have buggedthata | ong wi t h ever ylwhdeorned te |fseee || Osvaef



not even in my own home. You can speak here. What difference will itmake?1 t | ooks | i ke
only you and me here but we both know differe

The man bent his head slightly.

AYou have orders for me?0 Ameliads express
chest indicated her pent up anger.

He held out a file as he began to speak. fiThis is the rehab file on Olivia at least the pertinent
things youodr e algvhiOfqurse,iot avehéeéogederer al physi ca
i mage of her mental state. The details are co

Amelia blew out a breath. AiThis is unethical. | 6 m n ot . Diekshe agke®tethiso r
information beingshare d wi t h me ? 0

AOperative Sa®nitetgavéeédaashem uvupgWwibklingly year:

AShe | eft y Bydoingsaitgraed any cantract ehehad with your
organization. 0

AWhen you as kDectbryduanvokedthose comtreciugbterms again. Ble thrust
thefiles t i | | in his hand, towar d -goengrecovéiyooyoucaman t a
wingitiyourc hoi ce. 0

Reluctantly, Amelia took the fileis he woul d ask Ol iviads per mi s
anything il s t hat all ?0

Asneer cr os s ed tausieg hismaoustacke tofc aic ¢ me nAaweikmevgshey . i
would be Santos is resilient. Still,ther e ar e unf ocusedremembarowei es she
cannot allow that to happen.o

Amelia, confusedbyt h e ma n 6 screasedherfoeehead. The last information the
DOCO psychiatrist gave her indicated Olivia had no memories of the event. Now, it would seem
that memories were trying to surface. From a professional standpoint, that was encouraging. If $he
knows what happened then she can deal with it and then letitallgo, 06 A me.liiWdh ys aisd DOCO
suggesting t ha tPerssnhlly, sht vdshed that héer pagnpr eexefhad to live those

nightmaresagain.il dondt wunderstand the | odpatrc of t hat.
met hods. 0
The man i gnor ed fiWemant youdoGrsourgge hersdt to renmersber. Your

close relationship with Santos will be helpful in making sure she never remembers. Sur el y you d
want Santos to relive what happened.o

Amel ihaeGesksc col ored sl i ght | y remtionshiphvighOliva.n 6 s c o
fiMy personal opinion has no bearing on what the proper treatment should be. If remembering helps
Olivia to move on then I have an ethical responsibility to help her do just that. 0

The man shook his head. fiNot this time Doctor. As | said, you asked for our help and as with
everythinginlife,t her e are strings attached. Il need you

Glaring at the man, Ameliaasked, A Or what ? 0 AlsOlivisback andifatnt ed wa
meant she had to deal with the devil once more, she would.

AWedbl |l takeantsstcomsnittda elavendefi nitely. 0

AYou candt do that?0

Lewis gave a tiny smile has he turned to go.

AWait! o
Lewis turned around and looked herbutdi d nét speak.
Ameliadrew in a heavy breath.filif]l do t hi s will you stay out

A Y omade a deal with us Doctor West. |l suggest youhetefliedeoldlup t o



AOne mo,y& Arhalniga sai d b e fAdks iejusttydu ho nameto c
my office for treat menDOZO usiAgrmestbdgetdo Obviai | | f e

For a second t hA&melrawas readyitogpnasdtite poantnvenem gersaid,
AThere were several but one in particular. It w o nt&ke a great leap for you to know who it was.
DOCO came through for you on the Santos matter Doctor, we expect restitution. 0 A mvached a
as the man left as she shook from head to toe.

Finally, Amelia sank down onto one of the chairs in the reception area and felt hot tears sting
her cheeks. Al sovet?dsihe$rokenly whispergdoBurgirgy het head ib her hands
she cried for Olivia and herselfi it would be the only time she allowed herself that emotion. She had
to be strongi wallowingintear s woul dnoét hAs dhefelt hehnermml congpasiee o0 n .
righting itself, she frowned as she wondered just how hard keeping the truth from Olivia was going
tobe. Itoccurredtoherthatby what t he man reswasithecleasinnueddo abautdét s ay
the immensity of what had happened. She was certain that the implications were far reaching and
she had the f eelinbthyglongbhett it wasndt over

Pulling out the appoi nt methraughthe latthsee months Teal 0
of her appointments prior to Oliviab s  k i d Whanpt dawnmedyon her who Parker had beent it
coul dndt biMaryChrigtianhnaehillevbsiseceoverher. The horror she f el
confidence and arrogance made her retch. She had been so convincing Wa s n 6t t hodit t he t
anyway? Parker was delusional. It would have been easy for her to let go and become the Mary
persona. A small part of her was glad that Parker was no longer in the equation. If she were still
alive, there would be the possibility that her obsessive stalking of Olivia would resurfacei they
would never be free. It was the only thing that made sensei in a bizarre way, she could justify
murdering one of Godds children.

She and Olivia were going to start again much as they both had when events had conspired
against them in the early days of their meeting. She had to hold onto that knowledge if she were to
maintain any sort of sanity. She closed her eyes and sent a prayer to heaven that she would have the
strength and wisdom to do just that.

The following day when she arrived to pick up her partner, there was a sense of trepidation
that things would never be the same againi how could they be? A miracle happened when Olivia
captured her gaze and simply smiled. The chasm of themonthsa part hadndét. changed

oul d
|t t

Ol'ivia pulled her in for a heartfelt hug a
and | are never going to be apart again.o

The doctors had concurred on one thingiOl i vi adés strength ofhechar a
had kicked drug addiction for good. As with most professionals , t hey woul dndt i ss

guarantee. Addiction to the drugs, especially the ones that Parker injected, had a way of pulling a
person back into their grip.

It appeared thatthewarning s he dd been g.iOhilmdfewafsasnypr emat ur e
memories of that time. In fact, a lot of what she went through over the month prior to the incident
were washed away like a soothing balm. From outward appearances, they were unlikely ever to
resurface. However, there had been a price to pay. Since Olivia had lapses in her concentration, it
was deemed unsafe for her to continue in her profession. Instead, she hired a couple of young people
and actually relished the challenge of training them. Olivia stayed home more often and that helped
to heal the wounds of their separation.

There had been one time in particular when her promise to the DOCO people actually came
to fruition.



Olivia was pacing the floor of her office gnashing her teeth. She knew that the love she and

Amel i a shared would help her through any <chal
A quiet voice asked from the doorway, AWl
With a haunted |l ook, Olivia | ooked at Amel

mindkeeps flashing on images that | dondt wunder :
ADo you want to talk about it?0o0
Al dondédt know if | can, o0 Olivia said as sh

seem to break away from. o0 She turned her gaze
Amel ia entered Oliviabés office and cl osed

her partner, she felt her stomach pull into knots of tension. Thiswastheone questi on she
dreading since the whol e some ywhmeets sf lea suhpet se dy. o u
having?o
Al keep seeing someone from my past. o
Amelia perched on the side of the desk unable to sit because her own demons about that time
woul dndédt all ow her the cafimingsseshekkhoa®ot hat
Oliviabowe d her head. #AParkerél see Parker. o
The room went deathly quiet. Amelia, using her professional fagade, evenly replied,
APar ker 6s.She died bbfor©thisincidest. Do you r emember that ?0

Anger bl azed across OlivkeaebDaehidtacteelals mert i:
guacks at rehab said the same thing! | know w
AOk, ok | promi se not to psychoanalyze you

hersick, s he gent | y as k e dhParkérWktheeamenyodes wene they & a gaod time
or a bad one?bd
Olivia held her head as pain returned and her body began to react in pleasure. Keeping her

head buried she said, fABoth. 0

Amelia moved to touch the bowed head but pulled away in surprise when Olivia looked up
and caught her gazei it was a blank lookias ifshewerea st r anger . ARnPer haps be
much to each other at one time itbés a way for

bodies shutdown sometimes at our weakest moments and we create something familiar to help get
us through the pain.o
AArendt you | istening to me Amelia? for have
and thatdés driving me cr.a@iviacrie,i Reedsne oh&hpw w
remember . 0
For a few seconds Amelia felt split between her professional oath to help those in need and
protecting Olivia from the DOCO threat. She knew that if she did solve the mysteries for Olivia the
shock of the truth might destroy her lover. Uppermost in her mind was the fact that DOCO would
make good on the threat and take Olivia away for good. She had no doubt that DOCO meant
business. What choicedo | have?

A | depryau temember. The doctors at the rehab told me that the drugs you were given
had wiped that area of your memory for good. 0
ADondét give me that shit Ameliaéldm not as
can see Parker. ltds so real that | can feel
want ot ®OBi via pounded the wall | eaving a dent
Candét you understand that? |1 6m |iving in a va
invol ves Parker in some way. o



Amelia felt the tears close to the surface. All she wanted to do was to hold Olivia and protect
her from the memories. At the same time, if not knowing was destroying O | i vniind \bhat right
did she have to deny her that knowledge. S h o u Ishe ohodse her destinfi?l f you f ound o
was Parker who had kidnapped you and put you through the hell that you can vaguely see, would
that help you?o0

Olivia gritted her teeth and set her | aw.
someone who isndédt here to defend herself. o

ASo yept atlcat Parker i s dead?o0

As her body tensed, Olivia closed her =eyes
me? Why candét you just tell me the truth abou

way it had when she first went to rehabi she wanted relief and she knew what would help her.

Amel i a saw t he wi | dce Bwapthe eelstaeisignnhat sheywwas@rdaviny i a 6 s
drugs Wi t h Ol i vi asdOlse ok rrme ass i tome medi cal fil e and
side of the addictioni at least she thought they had. With a heavy sigh,s he r eached f or O
shaking hands, took them in her own, and held them tight. iWhy do you think I know all the
answers Olivia?o

i Be c aus eintheflaskeet oyoo. ud

With a tight smile, Amelia nodded. i/And you think I was responsible for what you went
through?o

ANo, no, not youéewell maybe | dondét Kknoweéet
Kknow. 0o

Al underBot ayrodu tthrautst me Ol i vi a?ao0

In a moment of clarity, Olivia saw Amelia standing next to a bed in a strange room. She
remembered trying t olamraouféheldhheriand there mas dshotiyesao ul d n 6
shot. #Alt was you, 0 she said. AYou were there

A tear trickled down .Aankeil n @ 6Gl ickeidapdsshacsh ism e
caughthergaze.iDo you trust me?0

The direct question made Olivia | ook at th
| do, 0 she said cautiously. Al did see youéel

AOl i via you think yoyuo uk ndoomn wth.a t1 ohna pgpoei nnegd ,t ¢
onceandonlyoncebecause it 6 s t oo pligei Wilf yaulacceptony versioea of theo r e
events as the truth and try and move on?o0

Closing her eyes, Olivia said, tw#llmetheedld t o

the pieces that | see will come together.o
AOk hat 6s my gi rl . o0 Amandienderlysplacedla kisdonthefulld i ng s
Il i ps. AThe mi nd plikewyywuuhderstaed khat. The drugathss pe@dn gavei a
you were powerful and had the ability to place you at their mercy. To compensate, you used the
memory of Parker, someone you loved. | 6 m cagarttofayau still loves her. 0

Amelia smiled gently at the fr o¥wnderdtahdat puc
You have your old love and | have mine. Remember?0 She winked and looked heavenward and the
frown disappeared.

AThe Parker i mage you see in your mixed up
once had with her when you were together. If you think about it, it makes sense. You needed to
insert an image of someone who could drug you and abuse you. She was the one person you felt had
the powerto loveyouandtobet r ay you at the same ti me. Does



Olivia listened to the story Amelia weaved and found it incredible. Parker betraying her
di dndotShet 4dowed meésheiGomvemr. one t oo much.

Breathing in deeply, Amelia continued. iYou called me, at least | think it was you and said
you were in trouble and needed my help. I would do anything for you Olivia and | mean anything. |
made the hardest decision of my life when | came to rescue you. To take a life to save us both |
killed the person who was hurting you. I have to live with that the rest of my life and I will. Do you
know why?| t écsuseb have you to help me. 0

Wit h a fr owhh &dll psgchol@mbbls Amelid and ydu know it. You killed
someone to save meégive me a break. o Olivia I
She loved Ameliamor e t han | ife itself yet she was atta
her all she needed to know. Somehow, she needed to let the past, whatever version it was, go. She
felt her body begin to shakei she knew what she neededi cocaine to take off the edge.

ANow you understand what | meant by the mi
know, thatiti sn6t.l al oveckou and wedK.Io6o work it out to

ALook, I 6m sorry. Il know youdre only tryin
fruutration out on you.o0 Olivia moved toward Am
whi spered before she pulled back. Al need to
back we have a nice intimate dinner?o0

Ameliasaw O | i vshakang lsands and knew what she was going out foridrugs. A Tel | y ou
whatt why donét we DbThafhr egsoh faadrr aviwdl kdo us good al
|l 61l hold you to that intimate dinner. o

The smile Olivia gave Amelia stayed longer than it should . She needed a fi x
to me. Give me a minute to go to the bathroom

Amel ia reached out and piPheaseadbaad da Ot

A Dwhat?0 OlaskediWdhen she saw t he | oowled dWe 6A/nee |hiaadd
this discussion before Amel i a. |l told you | d

again.o
AAre you sure?o
Olivia snickenee andseemd, that you donodt t

me? We canstartourni ght off early and have a quickie ir
belligerently.

AThat wondt be necessary, I 61 | explain to
when youobre ready. o0 Amel i a t urrmeecabundaodqgedy and w
sai d, A-dot yasettyaat yourself?0

With a wave of her hand, Olivia said, #fADon
out the door to the reception area before she dug deep into the inside pocket of her jacket and pulled
out a small pl astic bag that contained Valium

A

and t hat 6s Shkekldsed lseteyesi sheaerddde fix and no promise to Amelia could
change that. But she would try for her lover. The words of one of the shrinks she had filled her
mind. You have to want to give them up for you not anyoneRag®ps that was true. All she knew
was when her resolve is the lowest, Amelia who kept her grounded.
As she swallowed the drug, she allowed herself to relive the fragments of the memories that
haunted her. Whatever happened sealed her to a life so different fromt he one ovirthtedd wor
past twelve years. It was a second skin just like her leather jacket. Why did she even bother to try
and make sense outof it? Amel i a ei t her coul dndét or Onathingl dnot
she found out was that Amelia had been there attheendis he 6 d admi.t t ed as much



That begged the question, had Amelia been there at the beginning? Had Amelia experienced
any of the horrors that someone had inflicted on her? As that thought permeated her brain, she felt
her stomach churn. Canthat be why she was so reticent to talk abduthy is she so afraid to
share that information8haking her head at her own dumb thoughts, she knew the answer to that
one.

ANo way would she admetctaasgosbédehadowdfdh ovead
to kill the bastard that harmed her. Ohshit, 6 she sai d i n esladdedalkeasi z.
me, me, me,a n d  soldaendcalm and collected. What did she say earlier? She killed the person
who di d tHerifase tutned asimerea® sbe pondered how she would feel if it were true.

A Ab s o khattereel tothe core. 1 6 d w a nftl braught hed inteethe guttert hat | dve
wallowed in for years it would be the worstt hi ng | 6 v e .Ildpales & comparisomtpy | i f e
taking revenge f Shemmpanisr othlae¢r insicimurt de me. o

Her words seemed to echo off the walls of the empty room. She came to a decision that she
would stick by for the rest of her life. At that moment, she knew she was going to make a new life
for them both and become a better person. Her hand reached for the small plastic bag that still
contained valium and threw the contents into the toilet bowl! before flushing it awayr it was a start.

Going out to the reception area, she saw A
Starbucks and you can have one of those fancy coffees you like so well.

The journey home for Amelia had been quiet. It was well after the normal rush hour and it
allowed her to reflect on the months after Olivia had finally accepted that what was in the past had
to remain there or they couldnét move on.

Another memory of that time came to mind, as another bombshell hit them. This time it was
a pleasant one. Dan Estevez had made another request of Oliviar if her were missing or presumed
dead he wanted her to be the guardian of his twin six year old daughters. Apparently, their mother
had died in a car accident earlier in the year and he had no relatives that he felt could take on the
responsibility. Knowing what she did about DOCO agents, Amelia was surprised that the man had a
family.

Amel i a had initially been woimnalettertomahbout Ol
lawyer that rested on the kitchen table between them.
Finallyy, Ame |l i a asked, ADid you know that Dan ha

AYeah, htletndttoolodgagne He outaod to lve for the organization. He
wanted a family and was going to leave DOCO so he could spend more time with them. 0

ALIi ke you, 0 Amelia said with a smile.
Looking suspiciously at Amelia for any wund
was a time when | was the epitome of what DOCO stands fori until I met you-because of you and
your faith and values | want it all too. o0

Taking a deep breath at the quiet confession wanting to add she was no saint, Amelia instead
replied, f Wi | Wishes,and be@meguarpian to Biskiusd Baking a deep breath,

Ameliasai d, AW Il you accept Dands wishes and be
Quietly Oliviasaid, fiYes on one condition. o
Rai sing her eyebrows Amelia asked, ACondit

AYes you becomeltbendotgubrdkaoftaobetter r
repl i ed her tone even b u tyeshithe iltehsityeof theiyfeelg. pi er c e «



A

Forasecond, Amel i a wanted to explain thatt Oliviac
innocenti s h etaied a life. In many ways, the same blood was on their hands in for they both were
protecting someone they loved. Then she reached an inner goal of her own, she let the guilt go. She
counseled Olivia to let the past goi now, she had to do the same. She knew that neither one of them
would be able to completely forget. Occasions would arrive that would affect them in different parts
of their lives. They would go forward together, and t hat és al | anyone cou
would be her judge and jury when the time came for her wrongs on this Earth.
A Helgok,i f t hat Olsnderstand, Ghwiacaid after what she thought was a long
silence from her usually gregarious partner.
Amelia stood up, walked around to Olivia, bent her head, and kissed away the frown that

formed on her fl@adubesdeliiThlan&d yobo .1 akeutdnét
think of a better role model than you either.

Ol'i viadgs cheeks st dforagandlikeathildherself ahdehatmadenp | i m
it all ok. Then, quickly to mask her embarrassment, she said, A We |l | t hat takes <care
then. o

Amel i a said, AWhat probl em?590

Alf theyore living with us and we end up a
Right? o

Al'l Amelia could do was smile as she hugge

Once Olivia accepted the guardianship, she knew she needed to have a home for them. While
Olivia recovered in the hospital, Amelia stayed with her parents. Once Olivia left rehab, she too
moved into the home. A month later, the twins arrived andthe t wo women st i | | di d
of their own. It was comfortable and natural for them to live in the rambling home so they never felt
the urgency to find another place to live. Once the girls arrived, they too became entrenched in the
lifestyle of West family.
Amel i ads mother joked that it brought the
of the twins, Daniella and Florentina Estevez, added to the love that enveloped them all. It also
helped Olivia and Amelia in overcoming the burden of guilt and trauma they had about the past.

Stopping at a light, Amelia smiled. It was exactly a year ago that they shared vows in front of
their family and closest friends. Afterwards, everyone joined them in a celebration of their joining in
the gardens of the home they all shared. The main theme of the event was love, laughter, and kids.

Amelia stood next to her friend, Teal as she watched a smiling Olivia dance with several of

the kids on a makeshift dance floor. il never t hroutghits |roal &>xed haegai n
Altoés all thanks to you, your folks and th
AYou know, ités about time you two got togeth
ASaw what, o Amelia said with a smile.
AThat your @aww aveawt ceach ot her and didndét I
Alt wasndt the right time.oOo
ATi ming is everything, o Teal said. APhil a
AWhat éoh Teal that is wonderful .o
AWe figured i f tahne wBi.go O can do it so c



They were both smilingwhenDavidTour ney, OIl i vi appreachedthem. pol i ¢
AOlivia | ooks |ike the woman | knew way back
Amel i ads shoulders. ATher e ar eandodte da.n yi Foorr ea slhc
her face | ooked haunted but now she seems at

Amel i a | ooked at Ol i via an dhisknusthe whahshetwasD a v i
like before Parker came into her lifthehugged t he man and said, fATha
world to me. o0 She sighed before she kissed hi

Amelia smiled as she pressed the gate opener on the dashboard and the metal gates swung
open. Shortly afterwards,t he house came into Ameliads Vvision
carport by the side of the garage. The impromptu visit for a consultation at the hospital meant that
she was later than expected. A few minutes later, she entered the house, stopped, and tilted her
headi silence. All she heard was the ticking of the grandfather clock.
Since the twins had arrived on the scene, the only time it was quiet was when they were in
bed. Glancing at the clock, she frowned. It was only six-thirty they were usually getting their baths
before someone, usually her dad, read them a story. Noise was a prerequisite.
Proceeding down the hall, she looked around the main housei no one. After checking the
kitchen, she headed for the annex where she and Olivia had their on-suite bedroom with a private
sitting room and tiny galley kitchen. No one
Olivia and the twins watched cartoons or read booksi no one. Dropping her briefcase by the side of a
long sofa, she headed for the bedroom. Opening the door, she could smell the scent of candles
burning, which reflected in the ambient atmosphere of the dimly lit room. Her eyebrows rose and
she smil ed. AHey, anyone home?590
The bathroom door opened and a dark head popped out. A Hi |l thought you
candl es ar e &lwitkedsmile dzconmpanied the aggrieved tone. Olivia, dressed in a
flimsy robe headed towards Amelia and wrapped long arms around her. For a few moments, they
were lost in a kiss that said everything.

With a bemused | ook on her face, Amelia re
wel come | get . 0

AAre you implying that | only do this when
close to her lips.

ANo, not avte aylou dwhnaet whiat h everyone? I|tods |
house. 0 Amelia reached up and pushed away the
of Oliviads expressive eyes.

Chuckling, Ol'ivia said, N Y oeaclrhoupedorteent s have
weekend. They |l eft at |l unchtime, which is whe
wi der and Amelia gasped at the number of <cand
girl with a bath vee tkpgpesi ehcwtdi bbf ehedandet

Amel i ads breath held in her throat as she

AThen you and | are going to go out to din
dancing until you drop and when you do, it will be into myarmsandinourbed. That 6s whe
on spending most of thewe e k esnhdoéwi ng you how much | | ove you
Amel i ads as they watched the changing express

was a facet shedd di adnoreiatimaedheyibacamewwsentltk pastyedr.h e mo



Finally findin
got you a card. W
silenced any words.

Olivia finally released Amelldivae agabatsnbtrgeo uwhi s
could I want. Besides, there isndt a present
She nuzzled Ameliabs neck. AWhy are you | ate

Amelia, lost in the sensually awareness of the body close to hers, had to concentrate hard on
the question. She closed her eyes as she recalled the meeting at the hospital that had her set her
memories into overtime.

g her voice,
e sai déo she

ADoct or West , mitrhga.n kl ykornuo W oirt &cso a great | mp

Amelia grinned and waved a hand. f#ANot a pr
owe Simon a huge favor. How can | heaftepsRe0 Si mo
shot Parker. She owed him a great debt.

The young intern grinned. fAWe as you know
community. o At her nod, he continued and-gave
thirties was brought to us. It seems that a car drove up to the front entrance of St Clair, and deposited
a woman on their doorstep. Sheissuf f eri ng severe memory | oss. Wi
amemorylossitwasunt i | we agreed to hel p. Consequent |y

anything except for a waking up on the steps of that church downtown. We 6ve tried hyp
the usual techniques but nothing. Doctor Lawrence wondered if you might know of anything else we
cantry. Fromthex-r ay s we,hwe st anloen sure anydher eeéswe el p
damage to the frontal lobe.o

Amelia began to speed read the file as they walked along.

They went through the third set of swing doors since he began his explanation and then the
young man stopped beside a glass window overlooking a small sitting room. There were three
people insidei an old man, awoman in n u r singfdnsand then another figure seated with their
back to the window and facing the wall.

AThat 6s her. TWMeecmamadh haugltCéadi rAalBitting don:

Ameliaignoredtheman6 s comment and concentr asibtk on ¢t}
woman knew they were talking about her, she t
mouth to repress a scream.

AAre you ok Doctor West? You Iloowmk hliisk evoyroaun
the young man asked anxiously.

Amel i a managed to gain her composure as sh
as she looked at the woman, she noticed the scar on the forehead and eyes that bore into her soul.

A Ok, 0 t h esaigashe opgnedth@door to the room and Amelia reluctantly entered.
He motioned the nurse over and said, fATake Mr
ACl air, this is Doctor West. She might be abl

Amelia closed her eyes briefly. If only youknewHe r si |l ent t houghts di ¢
her hand to the woman she hadNokndwmrs s nPdar lberé

happening.
The woman | ooked up refusing to make eye ¢
Amelia gestured to the chair opposite Clairi Do you mind i f | sit anct

few minutes?0o0



Closing her eyes, Clair said, Al suppose. o

Amelia sat and carefully watched the woman. She showed no immediate recognition of her.
ADoctor Gmeenhgt tedl sc a nbDdyoumire rhieask oa what yobr bldesy s
memory i s?0

Clair sat passively. Al dondét know. 0

Gent |y AmeOk,idoayou &ansvkhewdypu gdt that scar on your forehead?| t doesno
l ook that ol d. 0 clicburnedishe knewexadlyewhen,avinere and wihyn a

Reaching up and touching her forehead, Cl a
that | scream out for help. | overheard the doctors say | musthavehada | obot omy. 6 She
eyesonthedoct or. AWhy would anyone want to do t hat

Amel i ads fist clenched for a second at the

idea whyi to create a blank slate. A lobotomy is generally through the eye and not the temple area

but from what she knew about DOCO, shew o u | d suiprised tha they would use such an
antiquated remedy. It seemed like the typical bulldozer style of that agency. 1dl have to remember to
look at the xray closely to see if the damage is from a bullet or surgery.

APearmpls you were injured and had to have wor
hospitals in the country can be checked and w
checked according. t®hd hlkenewtiefs isth ewalld@epdpsdC OO s
trail.

Clair closed her eyes as a single tear cou
did this to me must have a cruel streak in th
can anyone justify ta&dsPgHawatyhay pmusonidav enelm

The words ran rings in Ameliads head as sh
inside she wanted to getawayfrom t hi s woman and al | the bad men
someone did that on purpose Clair. Perhaps it was necessarytosave your | i fe. O

Clutching at the front of her hospital gow
They destroyed it, o0 she said in agitation. AW
have a familysome wher e t hat mi sses me and | canbét r e me
frustrating that is?0

The more Amelia |istened the | ess she hear

called Clair. Yet, she heard the intonation of the persona named Mary Christian. In her professional
opinion, t here was no d eadglaguage Sinceisha was daped befoceste n 6 s
wasnoti cewasanat al l a n & wiatéodanydelltaelsigns daringghe h o a x
conversation.

A Per h amesmebnawiltcomeandclaimyouClair.] 6 m sure the police
everything they can to find out where you came from. I f we candét help you r
the shortter]m,wh at woul d you | i ke to do in the future

For a briefsecond,Clars aw a fl eeting | ook cross the do
| dondét know what my skills are or what my ex
maybe | worked for the government. Dibane@t y O u

future. o
Ameliasmiled slightly. A Cl,ahat 6s one of the i nt¥ouhasti ng
the opportunity to reinvent yourself. With a positive approach,y ou can have a wonde
The woman grabbed heeg mpaeiard, amak e ctrleea meai. n fs
glared at Amelia. AYou made this happen. o Agi
her chair.



Amel i a coul dndt mask her shock as Isshseall i nst
a lie? Is Clair the persona Parkes hidingbehind once agalhls this Mary Christian all over
again?l 6 ve got t oThenshdglanwed &t theoydung doetar who she knew was watching
the session from behind the glass window and motioned for him to join her.  Idir@ in a great deal
of pain. 1 think she needs her meds. 0

Al 61 1 be ri ght bdfoee bekvalkad bisklyeout of therdon.r s ai d

A C1 aactor Greeidy will be back with your meds. That should helpyouwi t h t lAe pai
part of her actually felt guilt and sadness for the crumbled woman in front of her. Until she thought
of Olivia and the crimes Parker had committed against her wife, and her stance hardened again.

Clair |Iifted her head. AThey wonlétc ahnedtp ,sot a
the pain.o

AThe pai n wlhla lsotnethang vee caCHlelp you with it just takes time to find
the right drugs for.ltysu.oblvélolusll gaweryouwiisn rge
t o al k. o
You askedl ewahied wbatdo in the future, o C
the person responsible for the pain, o she sai

Breathing indeeply, Ame | i a ¢ a | Huaveywou wanderkdipeehaps if ydu were
responsi bl e?b90

ANo onemaskheo utlhde msel ves judge and jur.y. It d
OnlyGod can make the final judgment . o

Reaching over and taking the hands that trembled in the lap of the hospital gown, Amelia
c omp as s i o nTaeh e faith €lairi Have faifn that there is a wonderful future out there
for you. o

Clair went silent as she stared at the ceiling and mumbled incoherently. Finally, she said,

o B

AMy faith in God is strong. Maybe | did somet
| knewallt he prayers and automatically crossed mys

AMaybe thatodos yourAmeéwac dalelairmg t @leaidmor ope
iHer e6s the nurse with your meds. I't was nice

one last look at the woman had almost destroyed her life and the life of the woman she loved. This
now completed the cycle of Parkeri it was over.

APl ease dondt go. Youobdbre the only person |
Theyoére all men andwhate yl éhm vifeenedlti mmag.cd ue about

The plea sent a shsheer edadwry Ameinioadsvamack o
only increase the possibility that Parker in the guise of Clair might step back into her life. If she let
that happen, there was the chance that the woman might see Olivia again. There was no way she
would let her partner go through that trauma again. Asitwas,Oliviad i dn 6t real i ze Par
committed those terrible acts upon her mind and body. Turning back, shenodded. il 61 | s peak
thedoctor s |1 6 m sure that can be remedied. 0

AWhy are you abandoning me? Have | said or
her eyes as tears began streaming down her <ch
|l 1l ook all | ssheee s osb meod .h i MWmye slisa s0 God f or saker
deserve this?0

Amelia didndét know if it was the mention o
prompted her to return to the woman and kneel beside her. As she looked at the woman, she saw
Parker but at the same time, she wondered if

really done or said anything that suggested she w



AGod never f or.Pleade ememb@riihyt.dovle | kW aght now things

seemhopeless but trust me it wild.l change. 0 She gl a
Amelia held out her hand and took the pillsand t he nurse | eft the room.
Youdl |l feel better When the pain has eased. o
Clair acceptedthewhi t e pi | | s nd swall owed them withc
|l candt help but think God i s punishing me fo
could make amends. 0 She took hold of ®©®be doct
Al wi || hel p you CIl ai r t hhadtshé salecher fate andithes e . 0
of Olivia by saying she would help? No,s h e  hShekmew ltow she could help and it would have
to be enough forthewo man. Her f ai t h lloa hedtoabaadona sod in distress] d n & t
but Ol i vi a0 andherewereparanmint. mi nd
AThank you, thank you, o0 Clair said as tear
you wal ked i n the door you womotiordsheoveappgdhee one t
arms around the woman kneeling by her side.
The hold was claustrophobic and it took of

away immediately in horror. Finally,f i ndi ng a v oQOkCleir,Is hteh irnekgoliHadedds, tni
some rest. 0 She ¢ eseemihglygratefubnenmmgaadgteodup.f r om t he

AGod has finally shined down on me and sen
Amelia refused to comment and gave her a small smile. iGoodbye Clair. Things will begin
tochange soon for the better 1 &m sure of i1it.o Th

more. She left the room as fast as she could without it looking like she was rushing out of there.
When she heard the door close, Clair let a minuscule smile cross her lips.

Doctor Greenly, waiting by thedoor,e ager | vy awai ted Ameliads re
can hel p?o0

Swallowing hard, Amelia fought the urge to throw up. All she wanted to do was go home,
take Olivia in her arms, and feel the reassurance t hat s he wa persaalfycea gabntd | o0
| 6m 6 o0 6hg. t-rayard held h @ to khe light. The damage to the brain was evident. The
bullet was no longer apparent and she noted there seemed to be some type of attempt to repair the

damage . She was certain it was DOCO6s doing.
fAfter looking at her x-rays, | concur with the general findings.Ther eds so much c
t hat | ¢ an Oeterrecaves thememariesohherpabt.l 6 m sur pri sed her b
functioning at all. Isthereanyi nf or mati on on how she was injure
Doctor Greenly shook his head. AThereds no

someone did brain surgery on her. o
Amel i a f el t s oRathewthamttyingrtoaedgeaipsotl chemori@s that perhaps
are better off lost foreveri t 6 s a fresfAherants Somehdédi ng to be
with a fresh sl ate. o
u

ABut doctor West youdbve done some wonder fu
as he saw the closed |l ook on the womanés face
Al 611 talk with Simon tomorrow and we can
returning into society, o0 Amelia finally said
Eagerly the young man said, fADoes that mea



ANot per s on a howyspecidiis iwtaiszaeathat will love the challenge. Let
me talk to her and shedll contact Simon with
church funding. o
Amel i a | ooked at her wristwatchl aeadyyali at e .
She left the hospital and the only good thing out of seeing Parker Davis again was that the guilt that
had been tormenting her since the shooting had disappearedis he hadndét kil |l ed Par
AHey, are you oKkuodrYe ut do otki rpead ewe Idanyodo t |
Ol'iviabés words as a gentle kiss accompanied t
Al dm good. Wonderful in fact and thatos a
really doesndét matter ééet 6showtmemeoxatthy . wicaim

p a mp e Anelia knéw then she would always keep the secret from Olivia and she gladly would
carry the burden of the truth.
Olivia took Ameliads hand and pull ed her i
clothes. The only two people that mattered were together and as one game ended, another began-
their life together.

Look for Wolf at the Door Coming Soon
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